
    

  h‰qyz elqk 'a - zeclez zyxt zay – 29th November 2008

Candle Lighting No later than 3.41pm
Mincha 3.46 pm
Seder HaLimud 8.40 am
Shacharis 9.00 am
y"w onf seq 9.57 am
Mincha 1st / 2nd Minyan 1.30 pm / 3.47 pm
Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 4.17 pm
Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 4.52 pm
Ovos Ubonim 5.52 pm
Sunday 1st / 2nd Minyan 7.20 am / 8.20 am
Sunday Mincha & Maariv 3.45 pm
Monday/Thursday 7.10 am
Tuesday/Wednesday/ Friday 7.20 am 
Maariv Monday - Thursday 7.45 pm

Chanuka Shiur This Week
The first in a series of three shiurim to be given by Rabbi Yisroel 
Aaron Schwalbe on the topic of Chanuka takes place on Sunday 
8.00-8.45pm in the shul. Men & Ladies welcome.
Mazel Tov!
Mazel Tov to Bernard & Shelley Levey on the birth of a 
granddaughter (No, this is not a reprint from last week!)

Remember
Please remember that we start saying xhne lh oze on Thursday night

Maariv Needs You!
Can we please ask all members to support the Maariv minyonim 
during the week.



The Search for Blessings Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky(Torah.org)

This week's parsha begins the saga of the long, almost endless 
struggle between Yaakov and Esav. Yaakov buys the birthright from 
a hungry Esav and then, coached by his mother, Rivka, he dresses 
like Esav and receives blessings from his father Isaac.
I have received numerous letters throughout the years pondering 
those actions. Indeed, Yaakov himself is wary of acting in a 
seemingly devious manner and is reassured by his righteous 
mother who accepts full responsibility for his actions.
When Esav arrives for the blessings, his father tells him that his 
younger brother cleverly took all the blessings, but Esav, 
despondent as he may be declares to his father, "He (Jacob) took 
away my birthright and see, now he took away my blessing!" He 
adds, "Have you not reserved a blessing for me? Isaac answered, 
and said to Esau, "Behold, a lord have I made him over you, and all 
his kin have I given him as servants; with grain and wine have I 
supported him, and for you, where -- what can I do, my son?". 
And Esau said to his father, "Have you but one blessing, Father? 
Bless me too, Father!" And Esau raised his voice and wept. 
(Genesis 27:36-38).
I often wondered about the lesson of this repartee. Esav, clearly 
angered by Yaakov's cunning, still has clarity of mind to ask for a 
blessing. Yitzchak seems to demur, inferring that there is nothing 
left. But Esav prevails by pleading, even crying for a blessing. And 
only then does his father acquiesce and bless him as well.
Was there a blessing left or not? Can pleading with the saintly 
patriarch produce a previously non-extant blessing? Maybe Esav's 
tears taught a lesson even for the children of Yaakov?
This past summer 30,000 Boy Scouts joined together in Virginia 
for a national Boy Scout Jamboree. Among the myriad groups 
of scouts who attend this event that occurs every four years 
are many Jewish Scouts as well. Mike Paretsky, a Vice Chairman 
of the GNYC Jewish Committee on scouting, was the kosher 
food liaison to the jamboree. Special food was ordered from 
O'Fishel caterers of Baltimore, so that the Jewish scouts would 
be able to nourish their bodies as well.
One of the scoutmasters, a Jewish man caught a glimpse of 
the kosher offerings. He had never eaten a kosher meal in his 
life, yet when he saw the special meals, something stirred. He 
and his troops were being served pork-this and bacon-that for 
breakfast, lunch and supper, and all of a sudden this man 
decided he was sick of the monotonous treif stuff. He wanted 
to eat kosher. Scoutmaster Paretsky gladly let him partake in a 
meal, but that was not enough for the fellow. The man 
decided to keep kosher during the entire jamboree!
Mr. Paretsky agreed to accommodate the neophyte 
kosherphile, but a skeptic approached him. "Mike," he said, 
"why are you wasting your kosher food on this fellow? He is 
not going to eat kosher after this is over, and he observes 
absolutely nothing! Why waste the food on him?"
Mike answered with an amazing story of the Chofetz Chaim. 
When Russian soldiers entered the town of Radin, Jewish 
townsfolk prepared kosher meals for the Jewish soldiers in the 
Czar's army. Soon their acts of charity seemed to fly in their 
face as they saw the soldiers devour the food and then stand 
on line to receive the forbidden Russian rations.
When they complained to the Chofetz Chaim and threatened 
to stop preparing kosher food, he reflected with an insight 
that must be passed on to generations.
"Every mitzvah that a Jew does, every good deed and every 
bit of kosher that he eats is not a fleeting act. It is an eternity.
No matter what precedes or ensues, we must cherish each 
proper action of a Jew."
The wayward son, Esav is at first told by his father that there are no 
blessings. But he cries bitterly and cannot fathom that fact. "Is there 

nothing left?" He asks. It cannot be. And he was right. There is 
always some blessing left to be found. No matter how far one has 
strayed, no matter how bleak a situation looks. There is always 
blessing. We must pursue it, even cry for it, and when we receive 
the tiniest blessing it may seem trivial, even fleeting, but it is with us 
for eternity.

The Jewish Hall of Fame Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

And HASHEM said to her, “Two nations are in your womb; two 
regimes from your insides will be separated; the might shall pass 
from one regime to the other, and the elder shall serve the 
younger.” (Breishis 25:23)
How do we make sense of this story? Why was the negative 
prophecy about Essau revealed to only one parent? Why did Rivka 
not inform her husband about the future difficulty? How could 
Rivka allow her husband to be continually tricked by Essau? Why 
did she wait for the very last moment before intercepting the 
blessing aimed at Essau? How could Isaac be so deceived? Who 
was it that Isaac thought was in the room when he felt the hands 
of Essau and yet heard the voice of Jacob?
The Rambam states a principle that a negative prophecy need not 
be realized. The classic example was with Yona and his mission to 
Ninveh. Once they got the message and responded appropriately 
then the threat of imminent doom was eased. If a doctor warns his 
patient not to eat a certain food because it may have hazardous 
consequences then as long as doctor’s orders are followed 
tragedy need not occur.

Similarly, if Essau would have adopted a healthier and more 
submissive attitude toward Jacob; if he would have internalized 
the Torah he learned; if he could have transcended his ego, then 
both Jacob and Essau would have been co-equal founders of the 
Jewish Nation. Jacob would have been as the roots of the tree 
mining deep water of council and Essau would have been as the 
branches that bear the message to the world.

How did Isaac remain blind towards Essau’s faults and why he was 
kept in the dark until the very- end? The story is told about a 
school teacher who received an apology from the principal in the 
middle of the school year, “I’m sorry for sticking you with the slow 
class.” The teacher was shocked. “Slow class?” he wondered 
aloud. Taking out the original roster, he pointed to the numbers 
next to each name, “134, 125, 142, 151…This is the brightest 
academic group I have ever had the privilege to teach! Look at 
these IQ scores!” The principal took a long look at the page and 
declared, “These are not the IQ scores. These are the locker 
numbers!”

Sometimes it’s important that only the administrator know what’s in 
a student’s file while the teacher remains blissfully unaware, if a 
child is to grow beyond limiting expectations. However the 
administrator is watching carefully to see that by the time diplomas 
and licenses are handed out the credentials are there.
Isaac was bribed by a parental desire to see that his child makes it. 
Any slight display of progress and effort is already a foreboding of 
success. There’s a part of every parent that never gives up on his 
child, and rightfully so! Even at the last moment he had a hope that 
Essau would adjust himself to be more compatible with Jacob. So 
when he felt “the hands are the hands of Essau” while “the voice is 
the voice of Jacob” he naturally assumed that Essau had finally 
softened and “got it”.
Rivka understood that by that time it was too late and dramatic 
intervention was necessary. Rivka did her job as the administrator 
waiting patiently, while Isaac worked with his son Essau hoping 
continuously and bribed daily by the desire not to lose his child. 
Rivka was anxious too for Essau to display more than a 
manipulative pandering to Isaac, getting the grades to please the 
system but never getting the real message.



In the end only Essau caused Essau to fail. By feeding lies to his 
father he tricked himself, playing into the illusion of success without 
ever having honestly changed. While he toyed with his father’s 
hope he actually betrayed his trust. Even though Essau continually 
faults Jacob for his own failures, there is really only one person to 
blame why he remains a character of infamy and why his uniform 
was not enshrined in The Jewish Hall of Fame!

The Spur of the Moment Rabbi Naftali Reich (Torah.org)

What would you think if you saw a luxury car being offered for sale 
for a ridiculously low price? You would undoubtedly wonder 
what was wrong with it. The price a seller demands reflects his 
opinion of the object he is selling. It would take a large sum to 
make him part with a cherished possession. As for his children, 
who are more precious than anything else in the world, he would 
not sell them for any sum at all. But something he holds in low 
regard he would give away for a pittance.
In this week’s Torah portion, we encounter the struggle over the 
firstborn birthright of Israel between Esau and Jacob, Isaac’s two 
sons. As it turns out, it is not much of a struggle. This firstborn 
birthright signifies the privilege of becoming the chosen people of 
Hashem, and Esau, being the older of the two sons, holds first 
claim to it. It is Jacob, however, who yearns for this birthright with 
all his heart. One day, Esau returns from his exertions in the field 
thoroughly famished, and he agrees to sell the birthright to Jacob 
for a bowl of red lentil soup. And so, the Torah concludes, Esau 
ate, drank, rose and left, having disgraced the birthright.
Let us think for a moment. At which point did Esau disgrace the 
birthright? When he actually ate the soup or when he agreed to 
sell the birthright for a bowl of soup? It would seem that as soon 
as he agreed to give it away for a pittance he had already shown 
his utter contempt for the spiritual birthright of Israel. Why then 
does the Torah accuse him of disgracing the birthright only after he 
ate, drank, rose and left?

Our Sages explain that Esau might have been so famished that his 
behaviour could be excused. It is quite possible that his 
discomfiture caused him to lose his sense of proportion 
momentarily and agree to sell his birthright for a bowl of soup. 
Perhaps he was not thinking clearly at the time and agreed to do 
something on the spur of the moment that went against his better 
judgment.

But if so, what happened later when his hunger was sated and his 
thirst assuaged? Did he protest that his agreement had been made 
under duress and that the transaction was null and void? Did he 
rant and rage at what Jacob had done to him?
Not at all. He just gulped down the soup, stood up and stomped 
out. This was when he demonstrated his disdain for the birthright. 
Had he shown any regret he would have defined himself as an 
upright person, but he didn’t. Therefore, the Torah records this 
moment for posterity as the act of contempt for the birthright.
A rich man once visited the town’s poorest man late one 
night.
“Listen, my good fellow,” said the rich man. “You know I have 
everything a person could possibly want. I have estates and 
carriages and the finest horses. But one thing I do not have is a 
child. Your situation is the exact opposite of mine. You live in 
this little hovel and you cannot even put a few crusts of bread 
on the table. But you do have children. Ten of them.” The rich 
man paused.
The poor man looked at the rich man curiously. “So what is the 
point?”
“I want to propose a deal,” said the rich man. “You give me 
one of your ten children, and I will give you one tenth of 
everything I possess. What do you say?”

The poor man was taken aback. He stood up and looked at 
the faces of his sleeping family behind the partition. Which 
child could he give away? This one? Surely not. That one? 
Impossible. And thus he looked at the faces of all his children 
and finally decided he could give none of them away. He had 
no choice but to reject the rich man’s offer.
The next day, overcome with remorse for even having 
considered the arrangement, he poured his heart out to his 
wife.
“Do not tear yourself down,” she told him. “It was the pressure 
of our poverty to drove you to think about it. But when it 
came right down to it, you couldn’t do it. You are a good 
man.”
In our own lives, we all know full well how we are driven by 
impulse, by the spur of the beguiling moment. But what do we do 
when the moment passes? Do we listen to that little voice of guilt 
that Hashem has so kindly implanted deep in our brains, showing 
ourselves to be essentially good people? Or do we plunge on 
ahead, heedless and thoughtless, the helpless captives of our 
impulses? It is this moment, when we have had the chance to 
pause and reflect, that truly defines who we are and what we are 
worth.

The Blessing of Blessing         Rabbi Shlomo Jarcaig (Torah.org)

Yitzchak and Rivka had two sons, Esav and Ya'akov. "The lads grew 
up and Esav became one who knows hunting, a man of the field; 
but Ya'akov was a wholesome man, abiding in tents." (Beraishis
25:27) The two sons had completely different natures. Esav led a 
life of immorality; when he grew older and settled down, he 
married wives who intentionally embittered the lives of his parents. 
Yitzchak and Rivka had a difference of opinion as to which of their 
sons Yitzchak should bless with material abundance. Yitzchak 
wanted to bless Esav, but Rivka wanted him to bless Ya'akov. Why 
did Yitzchak want to give the blessing to Esav? Was he totally 
unaware of Esav's nature?
Rabbi Eliezer Dessler explains that blessings can never sway the 
fundamental principle that all human beings in all circumstances 
have the freedom to choose. When G-d judges us, He looks at the 
choices we made in our own individual circumstances. Blessings, 
at best, can improve our circumstances. G-d can send us health, 
wealth, children, or any other form of blessing; we must choose 
how to capitalize on the opportunities these circumstances give 
us.
Yitzchak knew that Ya'akov was a truly righteous person. He would 
choose to serve G-d regardless of his circumstances. From 
Yitzchak's perspective, not only did Ya'akov have no need for his 
blessing, he would be better off without it. If he could serve G-d
under the most difficult circumstances he would ultimately 
accomplish more in life. Esav, on the other hand, needed a 
blessing. He had a difficult time overcoming his evil inclination to 
serve G-d. Yitzchak hoped that under the right circumstances he 
would improve.
Rivka appreciated two subtleties in this situation. First, improving 
Esav's circumstances would not improve him. He had succumbed 
to his evil inclination to such a degree that the more blessings he 
would be given, the more he would misuse them to fulfill his own 
selfish desires. Further, Ya'akov needed a blessing. Even though he 
was truly righteous, his descendants throughout time, who may not 
be as righteous as he, would also be impacted by the blessing. 
They would certainly need any available Divine assistance to 
enable their proper service of G-d.
We often pray for blessings in life, sometimes reflexively. In reality, 
these blessings are designed to facilitate our service of G-d. If it is 
truly in our best interest, then G-d will certainly respond to our 
prayers affirmatively.




