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THNEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATEST

Kiddush This Shabbos

The Shabbos Mevorchin Kiddush takes place after Davenning
and is sponsored by Mr Andrew Addleman and Mr Shawn
Sacks.

TNEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATEST

Raising Children and Good Mazal

The rabbis of the Taimud declared that children — having them, raising
them and how they turn out — are dependent on a degree of mazal,
good fortune and luck. In this week’s parsha, where the twins Yaakov
and Eisav are descrioed and contrasted, this cryptic statement is
apparently relevant and pertinent. Both are products of the same
parents, raised in the same home and apparently given the same type
of education yet they turn out to be opposite personalities.

In fact, Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch sees in this the cause for Eisav's
evil behavior — Eisav who is a completely different personality than
Yaakov should not have been given the same education as Yaakov. It
was the inability to raise Eisav according to his own tendencies and
needs that turned him into the alienated, rebellious and hateful person
that he became.

The story of the twin sons of Yitzchak and Rivkah certainly illustrates the
uncertainty associated in raising children no matter how pious the
parents and how moral the home involved in raising them. It is this
element of unplanned and unforeseen mazal that the rabbis of the
Talmud are referring to.

This in no way absolves parents of their responsibilities and duties
regarding the raising of their children. But, it does point out they have a
will of their own and that there are no guarantees as to how they
develop and what their beliefs and actions in later life will be.

Inthe nineteenth century entire generations and communities of Jewish
children turned their backs to Torah life and traditional values. It was
due, to a certain degree, to the obvious deficiencies present in Jewish
life In Europe - poverty, governmental persecution, social
discrimination and the apparent backwardness of the then Jewish
society. But | feel that the major driving force of this secularization of
Jewish society was the zeitgeist — the prevailing spirit of the times that
then was dominant in European society and life.

Perhaps one can say that this zeitgeist is itself the mazal that the rabbis
spoke of. We are all products of the ideas and times in which we live -
we are influenced by everything. Some, like Yaakov, are able to shut out
much of the outside world by sitting in the tents of Torah for decades
on end. Eisav, who did not have that ability to sit for years in the tents of
study, thoush he certainly had that opportunity, was swept away by
the zeitgeist of the Canaanites, of Yishmael and the allure of power and
wealth.

Following the zeitgeist never excuses bad and immoral behavior in the
eyes of Torah. But it does explain how such alienation and rebellion,
hatred and prejudice is instilled into children who were raised by great
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parents and in solid homes and families. Since zeitgeist can never be
completely eliminated from our home environments it behooves us to
be aware of its presence and attempt to deal with it wisely and
realistically. And for that to happen, we will all require a large helping of
undiluted good mazal.

Death Wish

Esav. He represents so much evil. We know him as the hunter, the
ruthless marauder, murderer of Nimrod and stalker of Yaakov. Yet,
believe it or not, he had some saving grace. He is even considered a
paradigm of virtuous character at least in one aspect of his life honoring
fparents.

The Torah tells us that Yitzchak loved Esav. And Esav loved him back. He
respected his father and served him faithfully. In fact, the Medrash and
Zohar talk favorably about the power of Esav's kibud av, honor of his
father. They even deem it greater than that of his brother Yaakov's. And
so Yitzchak requested Esav to "go out to the field and hunt game for
me, then make me delicacies such as | love, and | will eat, so that my
soul may bless you before | die" (Genesis 27:3-4). Yitzchak wanted to
confer the blessings to him. Esav won his father’s regard. And even
when Esav found out that his brother, Yaakov beat him to the blessings,
he did not yell at his father, in the method of modern filial impugnation,
"How did you let him do that?!" All he did was "cry out an exceedingly
great and bitter cry, and said to his father, "Bless me too, Father!" (ioid
v.34).

Yitzchak finds some remaining blessing to bestow upon his older son,
but the grudge does not evaporate. What troubles me is not the anger
of defeat or the desire for revenge, rather the way Esav expressed it.
"Now Esau harbored hatred toward Jacob because of the blessing
with which his father had blessed him; and Esau thought, "May the days
of mourning for my father draw near, then I will kill my brother Jacob."

"May the days of mourning for my father draw near" Think about it. How
didthe love for a father turn into the eager anticipation of his death?

The Week Ahead
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Candle Lighting and Shabbos 3.45pm
Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 3.50pm
Seder Halimud 8.40am
Shacharis 9.00am
w7 N7 9I0 9.54am
Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 3.10pm
Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 1.30pm / 3.40pm
Maariv & Motzei Shablbos 4.55pm
Ovos uBonim 5.55pm

Sunday wTin wx 1st/2nd Minyan  7.00am / 8.00am

Monday / Thursday 6.45am /7.10am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 6.45am / 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 3.45pm (Late Maariv @ 8.00pm)
Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos  3.43pm (Shabbos 3.38pm)
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Yitzchaki, which is derived from the Medrash.

Our Sages say that the Torah -- not the actual document, but the
substance of the Commandments and the attachment to the Divine --
was revealed by G-d to our forefathers. Shem the son of Noah, and Ever
his great-grandson, even opened a Yeshiva, and Yaakov went to study
there! And they took upon themselves to perform the Commandments,
even though they were not obligated by G-d to do so.

Why did Yaakov ask for the birthright? Because until G-d consecrated the
Kohanim, the Divine Service -- offering sacrifices -- was performed by the
first-born son. Yaakov said to himself, "this wicked person isn't fit to offer
sacrifices to the Holy One, Blessed be He." He realized that his older
brother was unable to fulfill the obligation on behalf of Yitzchak's
children, and was therefore motivated to take it upon himself in order to
ensure that it was done properly.

"Esav said, 'Behold | am going to die, so what is the birthright to me?"
[25:32] Rashi explained that Esav also knew the rules. He knew that the
birthright was transient -- that in several generations, the Levites were
going to take the honors from the firstoorn. And furthermore, he

o= " regarded the sacrifices as a potentially deadly burden -- performing the

s service while drunk s a capital crime. If so, he said, why do I want it?
! & b And so he sold it, and “...Esav spurned the birthright." [25:34] Rashi says,

N3 m "the verse testifies to his evil, for he spurned service of the Divine."
Esav didn't care about obligations. He cared about honors. "Some honor
The seventh grade class of the posh Harrington Boy's School, 7th'isf is! It's npt going to be part of'my'legacy, because the' Kohanim are
nestled in the luxurious rolling hills of suburbia, was teemingwith OIS to takeit. And | could die doing it. What do | need this for?” So he
excitement. The winter had begun, and they were rapidly spurned it -- he 'deqded thgt it was no honor, but something to
approaching the beginning of the holiday season. The children ~ denigrate, andherid himself of it.
had been talking about their wishes and expectations for holiday Yaakov, on the other hand, was motivated by the obligation. "My brother
presents and were telling the class what they were going to get. is incapable of doing this properly! And yet it has to be done." This is why
Johnny had been promised that if he finished his piano lessons, he took it upon himself. He wasn't after the honor. He wasn't after the
he'd get a new 800-megahertz computer. Arthur had asked fora ~ Slory, the "entitlement” He recognized there was something that
real drum set and was promised it on the condition he gets needed to be done -- a family obligation -- which was not being
grades of 100 on two consecutive math tests. performed. And he wanted to ensure that it was done.
Billy had not been so lucky. He had begged his dad for a Harley- Rights? Privileges? The Torah doesn't talk about those. We don't have
Davidson motorcycle, to which his father replied, "Over my dead "entitlements," we have obligations. Self-improvement comes from
body!" He settled. If he would write a weekly letter to his uncle in recognizing our obligations, and meeting them, not from demanding
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Wichita, he would get a motorized scooter. rights and looking for privileges.

The day came and all the kids had the chance to share their

expectations with their peers. We are living in a society where the concept of 'rights" has been

"When | get two hundreds in a row, I'm getting a real drum set!" distorted from certain basic principles of human dignity to something

shouted Arthur. which every individual can practically create and claim at will -- resulting
in lifetimes spent standing up for "rights" and "entitlements" which defy

"When | finish piano lessons, I'm getting the latest computer!"

exclaimed Johnny. And so it went. Each child announced his goal , o o
and the prize that awaited him upon accomplishment. Far better, Yaakov tells us, to think about our obligations -- obligations to

our spouses, to our children, to our communities, and to G-d. That is the
road to self-improvement, and ultimately to self-fulfillment.

common sense.

Finally Billy swaggered up to the front of the class. "If | write my
uncle I'm gonna get a scooter." He quickly continued, "but that's
nothing! 'Cause when my daddy dies, I'm getting a Harley-

Davidson motorcycle!"

Passions overrule sanity. They even overtake years of love and +
commitment. When one is enraged, he can turn against his best friend,

his closest ally, and even his own parents! Esav, who spent his first 63 NIT7IN Y1

years in undying adulation of his father, changed his focus in a burst of

. ‘ . : ‘ 1. Wh the i r t that i was |]2'7's sister?
emotion. Now, instead of worrying about his father's fare, he awaited y does the aim repeat that a2 was p7's siste

the day of his farewell. All in anticipation of the revenge he would take 2. Why diid nxr stop worrying about n7a1 being
on Yaakov. abducted?
When passions perverse our priorities, and obsessions skew our 3. Where was 11 7m in relation to 11a?

vision, friends become foes and alliance becomes defiance. In the

: ) 4, Whom did take 17nprax with him?
quest for oaranolac revenge, everyone Is an enemy even your own

parents. But mostly your own self. 5. Why did iy marry at the age of 40?

We Have No 'Rights' Rabbi Yaakov Menken (Torah.org) 6. Why did pnx say nx before qma?

"And Yaakov said, sell me your birthright today." [25:31] 7. How does w1 explain the reason why nj7an is referred
If we look at our Sages' analysis of the sale of the birthright, we see an to as the mother of gnx' and wy?

interesting subtext -- the difference in the underlying philosophies of H. What dlid 7ixe demand that his son i should do?

Yaakov and Esav. Let us look at the commentary of Rashi, Rabbi Shiomo
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