
Continual Development Dov Black

The Posuk says in this weeks Sedrah, when discussing the building of

the Oron, in Perek 25, Posuk 18 " And you shall make two Cherubim of

gold". On top of the Oron, rested the two Cherubim.

The Baal Haturim states that the word Cherubim is Chosor (lacking) and

it is really written as Cherabim.

Rashi quotes the Gemorroh in Succah that the word Cheruv is like the

word Cheravia " a child". In Aramaic, Ravia is called a child. The Baal

Haturim conitinues and qoutes a Posuk in Hoshea that Klal Yisroel is like a

young child and therefore Hashem says that " He loves Klal Yisroel"

This raises two questions. Firstly,why does the Baal Haturim bring this

Posuk from Hoshea at all. What connection does it have with the

Cherubim.Secondly, on the Posuk from Hoshea itself, we can ask, why

does Hashem say in the Posuk, that is why He loves us, because we are

like children. This requires further explanation.

Reb Yisroel Salanter says the following explanation which I believe

answers both questions.

Dealing first with the the second question. Why is the fact that we are

like children a reason for Hashem to love us?

The Posuk is saying that the reason Hashem loves the Jewish people is

because of the character trait that the Jewish people have which

resembles a child. Children are always keen and eager to learn new

ideas and new concepts. Children are always thirsty for knowledge

and for growth. A young person is open and willing to learn new

things.

That is what Hashem is saying about the Jewish people...that they have

this Midah in that they are, as a people, youthful. No matter how old in

age they may be, they always want to know and learn more. Youth is

defined by a state of mind as opposed to what age someone is.

How is this therefore connected to the Cherubim. In just a few Pesukim
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Candle Lighting and Shabbos 4.42pm

Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 4.47pm

Seder HaLimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan 1.30pm / 4.36pm

Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 4.06pm

Ovos uBonim 7.06pm

y"w onf seq 10.05am

Sunday 1st/2nd Minyan 7.15am / 8.20am

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos 5.01pm (Shabbos 4.56pm)

Late Maariv Minyan 8.00pm

later, in Posuk 22, it says " It is there that I shall speak with you...from

between the two Cherubim"

Therefore the Posuk is telling us that the way that the word of Hashem

can reach us is from the Cherubim...the youth like characters. You can

have everything else but if you don't have the two Cherubim, which is

symbolised by the midah of the children of a willingness to learn and to

grow, then you will not be able to receive and develop the word of

Hashem.

I think this is a very significant and important message which remains as

relevant today as in previous generations. The ability for us as indivduals

and as a Kehilla to develop and to grow is reliant on our open

mindedness to learn new ideas and concepts all the time.I think the

message is that in order to develop ourselves, on both an individual

and a communal level, we must always be learning with the enthusiasm

and freshness of children.

We see how excited our children are when they reach each stage of

their educational development in school, whether it be their very first

day at school, a Siddur party, a Mishnayis Siyum. It is that midah of

excitement, enthusiasm and open mindedness to continue our learning

which we can all learn from and direct into our own lives and the lives of

our community.

The parsha of Terumah follows those of Mishpatim and Yitro. In parshat

Yitro we experienced the moment of the revelation at Mount Sinai and

the granting of the Torah to the Jewish people. In parshat Mishpatim the
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Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 5.51pm
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Mazel Tov to Dr & Mrs Michael Wilks on the occasion of the their

son Yonatan’s wedding in Israel this week.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Bernard Levey on the occasion of the

engagement of their daughter.

The Rosh Chodesh breakfast takes place this Sunday morning at

approximately 9.00am after the second Minyan for Shacharis.

The ladies learning programme continues this Sunday evening with

a Shiur by Mrs Cathy Stamler at 8.30pm in the hall.

Rosh Chodesh Breakfast

Ladies Shiur
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Torah began to fill in the details of Jewish law and life, especially as they

relate to human and societal behavior and the standards of such

behavior that the Torah wishes us to uphold.

In this week’s parsha of Terumah the Torah presents another challenge

to human behavior – wealth, money, charity and the ability to give away

what one may deem to be his or hers. The Torah demands from us the

ability to donate to others, to give to great causes, to the public welfare

and to be able to share with others our material possessions.

The rabbis of the Talmud stated that this is one of the major identity tests

of life. Miserliness, a bad eye and an unwillingness to be able to

contribute to others in need are held to be violations of Torah

principles and morals. The Torah at Sinai instructed us not to steal, not to

take from others what belongs to them without their explicit consent.

Now the Torah raises the bar and asks us to be able to give away what

we deem to be ours to others less fortunate than us or to national and

religious causes that benefit us all.

All of this is implied in the request for donations to help build the holy

Mishkan. The Lord could have provided us with a ready built spanking

new Mishkan on His own. Instead He challenged us then and in every

continuing generation of Jewish life to build a Mishkan on our own and

from our own resources. And that requires a proper view of our own

wealth and what we do with it.

My beloved Talmud rebbe taught me over sixty years ago how to read

the daily newspaper – how to filter out the golden nuggets of life and

morality from the overwhelming amount of dross that fills the pages of

all of our newspapers. There was an item in the newspaper last week

about a baseball pitcher who gave up a guaranteed salary of twelve

million dollars for 2011 and retired from the game because he felt in all

honesty that he could no longer pitch effectively and did not wish to

be paid for essentially doing nothing.

This naturally goes against the grain of the vast majority of professional

athletes whose greed and avarice is so well known. That is why it made

news – it was a man bites dog story. But it indicated to me that the

lesson of parshat Terumah still lives in the human heart.

To be able to walk away from money not honestly earned is a Torah

value. And to share and give of our wealth to others and to the building

of society, to Torah education and a national home for Jews, is also a

supreme Torah value.

We have to build our own Mishkan constantly in every generation. The

Torah’s attitude towards the sharing of our wealth is the key to such a

form of Mishkan building.

Good Shabbos!
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5. Out of which materials was the made?

6. Where were the on the ?

7. How wide was the at the entrance to the ?

H. How does the relate the and the to
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