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The money didn’t come out of the priests’ own pockets. It came from

the well-filled coffers of the Temple. Every year, money poured from all

the Jewish people to a special fund which provided for the daily

sacrifices. There really was no reason to skimp.

And yet, I this week’s Torah portion we read that Hashem told Moses to

“command Aaron and his sons” regarding the daily olah sacrifice. Why

did the priests have to be “commanded”? Why wasn’t it enough for

them to be “told,” as was usually the case? Our Sages tell us that

Hashem was forewarning the priest not to cut corners in order to

reduce the considerable expense of bringing an animal every morning

and every afternoon.

But why was this necessary? Why would the priests even consider

such a thing? After all, there was no cost to them personally, and there

was plenty of public money for the sacrifices.

Let us consider for a moment the nature of the sacrificial service. There

were actually two aspects to it. First, the detailed physical process of

the sacrifice. Second and even more important, the thoughts, feelings

and commitments that the sacrifice represented; without the idea

behind it, the sacrifice was meaningless.

Unlike most of the sacrifices, which were partially burnt on the altar and

partially eaten, the olah sacrifice was kalil, completely incinerated.

Therefore, the commentators explain, there was a real possibility that

the priest would focus on the intent and not attribute enough

importance to the physical act itself. Since the sacrifice was all being

given to Hashem, they might reason, what difference would it make if

fewer funds were expended on the sacrifices? All that mattered was

the intent.
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Candle Lighting and Shabbos 6.03pm

Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 6.08pm

Seder HaLimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan 1.30pm / 5.54pm

Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 5.24pm
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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Shawn Sacks on the birth of a son. The

We will be Lehning at approximately 10.15am. There

will be a second Lehning at 2.00pm after the first Minyan for

Mincha.

Anyone who wishes to give through the Shul can

do so by delivering any donations to the Rov who will arrange for

the money to be distributed on either to needy families

locally or to families in .

We will be holding a programme on , for

one hour before Mincha, from 3.0-4.00pm. Everyone is invited to

attend.
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xekf will take place at their home, 7 St Pauls Road, from 9.00pm.
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Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos 6.21pm (Shabbos 6.16pm)

Late Maariv Minyan 8.00pm

Not so, the Torah warned. It was not the place of the priests to make

such judgments. If the Torah commanded that two animals be brought

daily, the commandment was to be obeyed without question.

An elderly king appointed a new chamberlain to oversee his
palace affairs.

“Your first major responsibility in your new post,” said the king,
“will be to arrange the parade in honor of my birthday next week.
Find out how it is done every year. The information is in the palace
records.”

The following week, on the king’s birthday, there was no parade.
Instead, the chamberlain brought together the greatest poets in
the land in a gala public ceremony, and each of the poets read an
exquisite poem composed for the occasion. The king was
pleased. The next day, the king summoned the chamberlain and
removed him from office for failing to stage the customary
parade. “But, sire,” the chamberlain protested, “I only tried to
please you, and if I am not mistaken, you really did seem
pleased.” “The poems were very beautiful,” said the king, “but it is
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Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 7.09pm

Mincha & Maariv All Week 6.15pm

7.10amMonday / Thursday

Second Lehning of xekf zyxt 2.00pm

7.20amTuesday / Wednesday / Friday

ev zyxt zay xekf zyxt

mixet Timetablemixet Timetable

Shacharis - 1st Minyan 7.00am

` dlibn z`ixw Approximately 7.35am

Shacharis - 2nd Minyan 8.30am

a dlibn z`ixw Approximately 9.05am

Mincha 4.00pm

Maariv 8.30pm

Yeshivas Mordechai HaTzadik 3.00pm

Motzei Shabbos - 1st/2nddlibn z`ixwMotzei Shabbos - 1st/2nd 7.30pm / 9.00pm
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1. To where were the bulk of the ashes taken?
2. Who are commanded to eat the , and where?

3. What difference is there between a and a

regarding how long they may be eaten?

4. What article of clothing was wearing before started

to dress him?
5.
6. 17 things were done with the blood of the . What
were they?

7. When fought against , how many soldiers were in his

army?
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What was done with the meat of the ?

ev zyxt

Parsha Wordsearch

not for you to substitute poems for the customary observance.
You are not a chamberlain for me.”

In our own lives, it is easy to take a somewhat cavalier attitude towards

the rituals and observances of the Torah by rationalizing that it is the

heart that counts. The heart indeed counts a great deal, but actions

speak more loudly than words. As servants of the Almighty, we should

leave it to Him to decide what form those actions should take. With our

own limited scope, we cannot possibly know the extent to which a

particular ritual or observance described in the Torah may stimulate our

inner feelings and touch our very souls. We all understand that the

Almighty needs nothing from us. Therefore, if the Torah calls for a certain

action, we can rest assured that it is for our own benefit and that in the

end it is we ourselves who will be immeasurably enriched.

And the King said to her, “What is it for you, Queen Esther? And what is

your petition? Even if it be half the kingdom, it shall be granted you!”

Esther said, “If it pleases the King, let the King and Haman come today to

the banquet that I have prepared for him.” ( Megillas Esther 5:3-4)

What did Esther see that she invited Haman? ... So that Israel should not

say, “We have a daughter in the house of the King.” And then they

would divert their minds from the mercy. (Tractate Megilla 15B)

Would you or I ever have thought to invite Haman? The Jewish People

had one last good chance to avoid decimation and Esther makes what

looks like a risky move. Actually, the Talmud offers many good reasons

why she did what she did and after a while we might even begin to

appreciate her great wisdom in doing so. For example, we are told

that: 1) Esther wanted to know where Haman was at all times. 2) She

tried to disarm him from being suspicious. 3) She aimed to arouse the

jealousy of the King. 4) She hoped Haman would become

overconfident. These were all wonderfully effective strategies and they

worked. What was her intention not to have Israel say, “We have a
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daughter in the house of the King.”? What’s that one about?

Now we can return our attention to Esther’s brilliant strategy. When she

entered the realm of the King to beg for mercy for the Jewish People it

was after three days of fasting. Not only was Esther fasting but she had

requested of Mordechai to demand that all the Jews should fast and

pray for three days so that she might find grace in the eyes of the King

once again. When the King set his eyes upon her, miraculously he was

enchanted despite her having fasted so long. Esther understood that

she had only made it that far because of the feverish prayers of the

entire Jewish People. She knew that she would continue to need their

help to finish her mission. Her next concern was that when the people

would hear that she had gained the full attention of the King they would

shift to relying on Esther’s guile alone. Therefore she invited the wicked

Haman to give a false impression to the People of Israel that she was

going to use this magic moment to save herself. When the people

heard the bad news they intensified their prayerful efforts turning back

to HASHEM. Now, only with HASHEM’s help did Esther succeed!

A poor man who had to make a wedding for his daughter came to
the Kotzker Rebbe for help. The Rebbe gave him a letter of
introduction to Rabbi Moshe Chaim Rothenberg of Chentshin
(brother of the Chidushei Harim). In the letter he requested that
Reb Moshe Chaim help this poor man financially as best as he
could. The man traveled for many days until he reached the city of
Chentshin and found his way to the home of Reb Moshe Chaim. He
presented Reb Moshe Chaim with the letter from the Kotzker
Rebbe, confident that he would receive the full sum of his
requests. After reading the letter carefully, Moshe Chaim took out
a single ruble and handed it to him. The poor man was shocked.
His travel expenses exceeded the amount he had just been
handed.

He left the house of Moshe Chaim broken hearted. However, a
short while later the poor man was met along the road where he
had been walking dejectedly by a huge wagon loaded up with all
the needs for his daughter’s wedding. Who was leading the
wagon? It was none other than Reb Moshe Chaim. He presented
the poor man with the generous gift which he accepted.

The poor man asked Reb Moshe Chaim, “If you intended to give
me all these goods then why did you let me leave with a single
ruble and a sack full of worries? Reb Moshe Chaim said to him,
“Let me explain my thinking. When you came to me with a letter
from the Holy Kotzker Rebbe, I’ll bet you thought that that all
your financial woes were solved. It could even be that you forgot
entirely about G-d Almighty Who provides for your needs.
However, when you left my house feeling dejected I presumed
that you once again turned your heart to Heaven. I wanted you to
know where all these things really come from. I am only an agent
of HASHEM!”


