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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Avrom Barr on the birth of a daughter.

Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Danny Dresner on the occasion of the

Chassuneh of their daughter on Sunday.

The Shabbos Mevorchin Kiddush takes place after Davenning this

Shabbos and is being sponsored by Mr & Mrs Jitschak Nager.

Kiddush This Shabbos

A Knowing Heart Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

And Moshe said so to the children of Israel, and they did not listen to

Moshe because of “shortness of breath” and the difficulty of the work.

(Shemos 6:9)

Because of shortness of breath and the difficulty of the work: not

because they didn't believe in HASHEM and his prophecy, but they just

couldn’t pay attention to his words because of the pressure from the

hard work. (Ramban)

Now Moshe had just given over the news – the prophecy of the

redemption. That should have excited the hearts of the people but

they remained numb. It should have been cause for celebration but it

turned out to be a point of frustration for Moshe. The Torah does not

tell us that they did not believe in Moshe or his prophecy, but only that

they could not hear it because of the pressure. It is explicitly stated

earlier that they believed in Moshe but now they were just unable to

process the promise. Since “we are believers and the children of

believers”, it's therefore, not natural for a Jew not to believe. Not

everyone is fully aware of the presence of this “believing-self” though,

for multiple reasons.

My own personal experience interacting with many types of people

for a few decades plus- tells me the same. An anecdotal- case in point:

A young man I know very well who is, how shall I say, married to a

situation that closes his mind to an authentic search for meaning in Torah

and Mitzvos; He was out of work for some time and was very excited

to tell me when he finally landed a new job. He explained in detail how

the event unfolded. He had gone for a job interview on a late Friday

afternoon in midtown Manhattan and then proceeded to Grand

Central Station for the train ride home. He got the call first thing Monday

morning. He realized then retroactively that they must have been

discussing which candidate was most worthy for the job just at that

time when he was going through Grand Central Terminal on his way to

the train.

He explained with the conviction of a “true believer” that as he entered

the train station that frigid evening he confronted a cold and hungry

man begging for help. He reached into his pocket and pulled out a

bundle of money including a load of loose change and while pouring

into the fellow’s cup he implored him not to spend the money on a

drink or drugs but rather on a warm meal.

This secular minded mechanist was convincing me that it was exactly at

the same time that he was exercising compassion for this poor stranger
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The Week Ahead

Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 4.18pm
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Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 3.40pm

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan 1.30pm / 4.10pm

y"w onf seq 10.15am

Tuesday / Friday 6.45am / 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos 4.31pm (Shabbos 4.26pm)

Ovos uBonim 6.25pm

Mincha & Maariv All Week 4.25pm (Late Maariv @ 8.00pm)

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 5.25pm

that they were making the decision about the fate of his employment

status. He then looked to me for approval but I was too stunned with

amazement.

Foolishly I fed him his very own words and asked him if he is telling me

that that act of charity had somehow catalyzed and caused the

committee to select his resume above the others?! Upon hearing my

understanding of his account, he recoiled with incredulity and

immediately began to re-explain the dynamics at play. "Oh no- they

saw the quality of kindliness in me when I was there and they realized

that this job requires a people-person not just a number-cruncher.

That's why I got the job!"

Only when confronted consciously with his own chronicle, which was

unmistakably filled with a naturally deep faith and trust in the Divine

Providence of a living G-d, did he feel the need to revise his-story! He

just couldn’t hear of it because of certain external circumstances.

Recently a young lady called me stressed out with news that a cousin of

hers had declared that he does not believe in HASHEM. After a lengthy

discussion about how she might approach him, I told her that I don't

believe that he doesn't believe in HASHEM. He might speak brazenly

with bold words and loads of bravado to make some shocking

proclamations, but deep down inside, I strongly suspect, there beats a

knowing heart.

"Hashem said to Moshe, 'Say to Aharon..." (7:19)

Hashem commanded Moshe to defer to Aharon the task of

implementing the first plague, transforming the water of the Nile River

into blood. Citing the Midrash, Rashi explains that since the Nile had

protected Moshe when he was an infant, it would be a display of

ingratitude to be the instrument through which the river is smitten.1

What is the notion of expressing gratitude to an inanimate object?

The value associated with an inanimate object is generally determined

by the manner in which it services mankind. This value increases when

the object is used by a person of great distinction; the greater the

Objectively Respectful Rabbi Yochanan Zweig (Torah.org)
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persona being serviced the more elevated the object becomes. Much

credence is given in society to objects or places that once serviced

men of great distinction. The home of a past president becomes a

landmark and a pair of glasses that were worn by him, a collector's item.

An object does not possess intrinsic attributes that require a show of

gratitude be made towards it. Rather, showing respect and

appreciation to an object expresses our reverence for the person who

benefited by it.

Consequently, man's obligation to respect himself makes it a

requirement to show respect to those items which have benefited

him. Failing to acknowledge the benefit that he received by lashing out

at its source creates the perception that he does not consider himself

worthy of this benefit. If he lacks respect for that which he has

benefited from, he reveals that he lacks respect for himself.

This notion is true concerning all aspects of appreciating benefit we

have received. If a person is unable or chooses not to express his

gratitude for the benefit he has received, he is proclaiming that he is not

worthy of receiving such benefit. Included in our obligation to

appreciate what others have done on our behalf, is the obligation that

we have to ourselves to acknowledge that we are worthy of receiving

the beneficence of others.

"...and the staff of Aharon swallowed their staffs" (7:12)

Hashem commanded Moshe and Aharon to appear before Pharaoh.

Hashem informed them that Pharaoh will demand that they provide a

"mofes" - "wonder" to validate their claims that they are messengers of a

higher authority. Aharon cast down his staff and it turned into a snake.

Pharaoh summoned his sorcerers who replicated Aharon's actions.

The Torah relates that "Aharon's staff swallowed their staffs". What is the

conflict being waged between Aharon and the sorcerers? What

message is Aharon sending Pharoah and his sorcerers?

The Talmud refers to this episode as a "miracle within a miracle".[1] Rashi

explains that Aharon's staff swallowed the sorcerers' staffs after it

transformed back into a staff.[2] The Maharsha has difficulty with Rashi's

interpretation, specifically with why, according to Rashi, this is a "miracle

within a miracle"; the snake changing back to a staff is the first miracle

and the staff subsequently swallowing the sorcerers' staffs is the

second miracle. Should this not be described as a "miracle after a

miracle"?[3] The Maharsha suggests that the miracle was that the staff of

Aharon did not expand after swallowing all the other staffs. This is the

Talmud's interpretation of a "miracle within a miracle". The Maharsha's

interpretation not only disagrees with Rashi's comments which make no

allusion to this miracle, but is not hinted to in the Talmud either.

It appears that Hashem was performing a powerful miracle for

Pharaoh's sake. If the purpose was to impress Pharaoh, why did

Aharon's staff swallow the sorcerers' staffs, implying that all the staffs

transformed back from being snakes? A staff swallowing a living

creature would make a greater impression. Would it not have been a

greater miracle for Aharon's staff to swallow their snakes? If, in fact,

Aharon's staff did swallow their snakes, and the Torah only refers to their

snakes as staffs because that is what they originally were, then it is

possible that Aharon's staff never transformed back from being a snake

either. How would the Talmud know that the miracle was that Aharon's

snake in staff-form swallowed the staffs of the sorcerers?

The Midrash states that the ten plagues which Hashem miraculously

brought upon the Egyptians corresponded to the ten utterances

through which Hashem created the world. What emerges from the

Midrash is the understanding that a miracle is not an illusion or a change

in man's perception. Rather, a miracle which involves a transformation in

the nature of an object actually creates the change, a new act of

creation. A staff that becomes a snake actually becomes a snake.

Sorcery can make a staff display snake-like qualities, but the "snake" is

actually a staff. Aharon's snake reverting to being a staff is itself a new

miracle. The staff being capable of swallowing the Egyptians' staffs is

the second miracle. This is truly a miracle within a miracle. The Torah

identifies the Egyptians' snakes as staffs for that is all they ever were.

Their display of snake-like qualities was only an illusion. Pharaoh and his
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sorcerers were being taught that their abilities are only illusory, having

no basis in reality. Only the Creator of the world who is the ongoing

source for all existence, has the ability to recreate that which already

exists and give it a new reality.

Moshe faces a crisis of faith at the onset of this week’s parsha. He

apparently has made no headway with and little impression on the

Pharaoh of Egypt. The situation of the Jewish slaves has worsened

considerably and the leaders of the people place blame upon Moshe

for that situation.

So, Moshe is apparently unsuccessful with the Pharaoh and

unsuccessful with the Jewish people all at one and the same time. Is it

any wonder that Moshe complains to the Lord about this mission

which, he now reiterates, he wishes to abandon? And even though the

Torah does not state so in so many specific words, it is obvious that

Moshe, so to speak, is disappointed in God as well.

The Lord patiently sends him back to his task and reassures him that all

will yet turn out well for him and his people. And by the end of the

parsha, we find Moshe in full strength and confidence delivering his

message of redemption to Pharaoh and to the Jewish people.

This crisis of faith has somehow passed, though we do not find that

Moshe’s earlier concerns have been addressed. The Lord merely

reiterates the message that Moshe has already heard from Him a

number of times. Yet Moshe is revitalized now that he hears God’s

promise once again, of Jewish redemption from Egyptian bondage.

Repeated promises rarely if ever inspire. So what causes this change of

spirit and attitude within Moshe’s thoughts and actions? What is the

catalyst for his new found optimism and boldness of speech and

purpose?

I have often felt that it was the very crisis of faith that Moshe endured

that was the main contributing factor to his future steadfastness and

strength of purpose. Only someone who has experienced doubt can

truly come to faith.

The Lord created a world that tests our faith in Him daily. Life

automatically introduces doubt into our existence. It is in dealing with

our omnipresent doubts, with the unfairness of life itself and with the

illogic and irrationality of it all that one achieves the plateau of faith and

spiritual strength. Only the doubter can become a strong believer.

It is Moshe’s crisis of faith that now anneals and strengthens his belief in

his mission as the savior of Israel from Egyptian bondage. The rabbis

stated that, “All things are in the hand of Heaven, except for fear and

belief in Heaven itself.” Therefore the Lord, so to speak, does not

respond to Moshe’s complaints directly. He does not explain to

Moshe why the process of redemption has seemingly taken on such a

difficult and negative turn. The Lord makes no excuses for what has

occurred. He only tells Moshe to keep on persevering and redemption

will eventually arrive.

Moshe has to overcome his crisis of faith on his own. There is no one

that can help make one believe except for the person himself. This is

probably the most important message that one can derive from the

study of this week’s parsha.

Belief Comes from Within Rabbi Berel Wein (Torah.org)


