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I NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES'

Guest Chazan
Ohr Yerushalayim is delighted to announce that wx1 T1227

wTIN we Will be hosting a guest n7on '7ya, Chaim Tsvi Lider
for naw N'7ay7 this week.

Kiddush This Shabbos

There will be a Kiddush this Shabbos after Davenning, which
is being anonymously sponsored to mark a Siyum.

Girls Rosh Chodesh Group

Girls from year 5 and above are invited to join on Motzei
Shabbos for the first Rosh Chodesh group, taking place from
8.00-9.00pm in the Shul. Guaranteed to be fun! Cover
charge £1.50.

Winter Shiurim Schedule

Sunday night's Shiur was powerful, inspirational, thought-
provoking and potentially transformative!

Rabbi Eisenberg insightfully tied Rabbi Zeev Leff and Rabbi
Todros Miller's ideas on the Bria and Tu B'Shvat together with
his own Chidushim.

Please join us this Sunday in the back Shiur room for the first
of a series of insights on Tefillo from our very own, R' Dani
Epstein.

Ladies Meal Appeal

On behalf of the Ladies who organise the shul meals service
if you would be able to help with meals (even if only
occasionally) please text Dena on 07973 379 814. Please
also text to confirm if you would like join the ladies text

group.
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The Makkah That Shouldn't Be Talked About  Aricraimer

There is one Plague, one Makkah, that compared to all the rest doesn't
have a lot written about it at all. It is glossed over pretty quickly in this
week's Sidrah in only a couple of Possukim, and yet was so scary that its
very name is hardly mentioned.

LeHavdil Havdollus, there's a very popular fictional series of children
books about a young wizard, | think he's called Ari Potty, whose
nemesis cannot be even be talked about as the mere mention of his
name might bring out evil upon the good wizards!

The Makkah, dare | say it, is Dever, translated as 'pestilence' or
'epidemic’. Perek 9, Possuk 3 states 'Behold, the hand of Hashem will be
onyour livestockinthe field, on the horses, donkeys, camels, cattle and
flock — Dever Kaved Me'od — a very severe epidemic.' What is strange
thoughiis that the Possukim after it don't refer to it as Dever, but as Davar,
the 'word'. For instance, in Possuk 5 says, Tomorrow shall carry out -
HaDavar Hazeh'- this word in the land'. The next Possuk then states

'Hashem carried out - HaDavar Hazeh — this word the next day'. The root
is the same three letters of Daled, Veis and Reish, and yet Dever is not
mentioned again, when it would seem losical that it should be, and
replaced with Davar.

This Makkah was one that was not where Hashem instructs Moshe or
Aharon to do something beforehand, but came directly from Hashem,
by His word so to speak, but the Possukim could have easily been
written —HaDever Hazeh — 'this epidemic!, so why use — HaDavar Hazeh
- 'thisword'instead?

You would be very hard pressed to find in the United Kingdom a farmer
who is Shomer Shabbos, so in the main we are not sensitive to caring of
cattle and sheep like our forefathers were. The closest we get to caring
for lambs is whether it's barbecue or sweet & sour!

We must remember though that Yaacov and the twelve Shefatim were
all shepherds. In Mitzrayim before the slavery it used to be our main
livelihood. Even after we left Mitzrayim we shepherded many flocks
and cattle to the Promised land. Most of our greatest leaders were
shepherds and cattlemen, such as Shimshon, Shaul and Dovid
HaMelech.

From generation to generation, many of the Amoraim and Tanaim that
we come across within the Mishnah and Gemorah owned livestock, as
it was their main livelihood. Even when we lived in Shtetls of Eastern
Europe up until the Second World War many cared for sheep and
cattle, for their milk, their meat and their wool or hide. These animals
were living beings that we depended on to survive, and cared for
greatly. When they got sick, we suffered. When an epidemic broke out,
we were really scared as there was very little we could do to prevent it.

In recent years, BSE and Foot & Mouth diseases spread across British
farmlands, and we heard how many of these poor animals had to be
put down at great cost and with such heartache to the farmers, in order
to stop these epidemics from completely wiping out all the cattle in the
whole country and further. Some epidemics are within the air, not even
visible or preventable, but certainly deadly nevertheless.

The Week Ahead
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Candle Lighting and Shabbos 3.59pom
Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 4.04pm
Seder Halimud 8.40am
Shacharis 9.00am
{7 DT 9I0 10.18am
Mincha st Minyan 1.30pm
Rov’s Mishnayos Shuir 3.29pm

Mincha Followed by Seuda Shlishis 3.52pm

Motzei Shabbos 5.12pm

Ovos uBonim 6.12pm

Sunday 7.175am / 8.20am

Monday / Thursday 6.45am / 7.10am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 6.45am / 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 4.05pm (Late Maariv @ 8.00pm)
Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos ~ 4.15pm (Shabbos 4.10pm)
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Ohr Yerushalayim is
delighted to announce
that wnn wxn 125
we will be hosting a
guest rion Yya,

Chaim Tsvi Lider

for naw nbap this week

Chaim Tsvi Lider was born in Jerusalem in 1953 into an
illustrious Rabbinic family. Yiddish was the language
of the household, while music and religious learning

were both central to his upbringing. Chazan Lider
_ received his advanced religious education at Yeshiva
c Etz Haim in Jerusalem . He left Israel to further his vocal
Ny training in New York and Berlin , studying with eminent
Chazanim such as Noah Shall. He is now based in
London from where he is pursuing an international
career.
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The Makkah in Mizrayim was very sudden and deadly, but it was also
amazing in how it didn't strike any livestock owned by the Bnei Yisroel,
even when they were side by side in the field with the animals owned
by the Mitzriyim.

Further on in the Chapter, in Possuk 15, after the boils and before the
hail, Hashem explains to Pharaoh through Moshe & Aharon that he
could have easily wiped out not just the animals but also all the
Mitzriyim with this epidemic, such was its power, but it was His will that
they should survive order to show His strength and for His name to be
declared throughout the world.

The fact that this Makkah was so powerful made it scary to even talk
about even many generations later for fear of bringing an Ayin Horah on
our own livestock and on ourselves. It also makes us realise the
greatness of Hashem and that it is all from His word that such epidemics
take place even nowadays, and that only He can determine who or
what it will affect, and hence the almost superstitious nature of the
retelling of this Makkah.

A Bloody Mess Rabbi Naftali Reich (Torah.org)
This week's Torah portion introduces us to seven of the powerful
plagues that Hashem wrought over Egypt, bringing the country to its
knees and setting the stage for the liberation of His chosen people. At
first glance, the individual plagues and their sequence seem to have
been chosen primarily for their destructive impact, each wreaking
havoc and devastating different areas of the land and its populace. The
Midrash, however, offers deeper insights about why the plagues were
sequenced the way they were. The first three plagues, the blood, the
frogs and the lice, all affected the land beneath the surface of Egypt.
The following three afflictions broke out on the surface of the land,
whereas the final plagues demonstrated that Hashem controls the
heavens and the cosmos above. The ten plagues thus demonstrated
Hashem's omnipotence over all segments of creation.

The commentaries elucidate the precise 'measure for measure'
dynamic embedded in each plague, so that each act of retrioution
meted out to the Egyptians corresponded with a specific facet of their
depraved conduct. From this pattern, we can derive the exact nature
of the spiritual malady that was manifest in the Egyptian people.

When contemplating the first plague, the mind conjures up the Dracula-
like sight of the Egyptians' hands and clothes dripping with blood.
Could it be Hashem chose the plague of blood as an opening salvo to
shock the Egyptians with the horror and gruesomeness of these
scenes?

The commentaries detect a deeper symboolism at play here. Our
blood represents the source of our very life's essence and energy. Our
blood vessels carry a steady stream of vital oxygen and nutrients to all
the organs of our body. Within each drop of our blood a microcosm
of our entire being is emoedded.

The Torah tells us about the fertile Nile delta and the material blessing
with which ancient Eygpt was blessed. The Egyptians were granted
these abundant resources in order to garner the bountiful crops that
their Nile yielded. They were supposed to use the Nile's refreshing
waters to nourish their blood supply and live spiritually meaningful
lives. However, this people became so debased, they turned the
source of Hashem's bounty into a source of idolatry by deifying the
waters of the Nile. Their society became so degenerate, it was
infamous as the most licentious of its period.

Hashem punished them in a true cause-and-effect manner. The very
water that was supposed to be ingested and only then transformed to
blood as part of normal bodily functions, had become a focal point of
debased idol worship; this corrupt conduct was thus reflected by
water being instantly converted to blood.

Since they had allowed their animalistic instincts to govern their
humanity, during the course of the ten plagues they were subdued by
the physical elements and by the animal kingdom. They enveloped
themselves in the darkness of the material world, and were therefore
afflicted with the plague of darkness. Similarly, because they had
severed their connection to their life source, their firstborn, which
represented the pinnacle of their physical prowess, were stricken with
death.

Upon reflecting on the nature and severity of the plagues it becomes
readily apparent that all that takes place in the physical world is a
reflection of a deeper spiritual reality. By employing our physical
strengths to service our higher calling, we can ensure that like the Jews
in Egypt, we will be spared the physical maladies that were Divinely
inflicted on the Egyptians. Our homes will instead be beacons of light
and inspiration and we will merit to be connected to the Divine in a
uniguely intimate way.

Please join us for our series
of Winter Shiurim taking place
at Ohr Yerushalayim on Sunday
evenings from 9.15 - 10.15pm
Sunday 6th January 2013

Rabbi Dovid Eisenberg
“Judging Trees - What’s it all about?”

Sunday 13th January 2013
R’ Dani Epstein

“The Philosophy of Tefilloh”

Sunday 20th January 2013
R’ Dani Epstein
“The Tefilloh of Chana™

Sunday 27th January 2013
R’ Dani Epstein
“Practical philosophy in Tefilloh™

Sunday 17th February 2013
Rabbi Chaim Kanterovitz
“Purim and the Second Jewish Commonwealth”
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