
Tu B’Av - A New Start Rodger Rubin

Monday will be Tu B'Av, the 15th of Av. The Mishna in Taanis tells

us that Rabbi Shimon ben Gamliel said that Israel had no days as

festive as Yom Kippur and Tu B'Av. This year the 15th of Av will be

particularly happy for me and my family as we will be leaving

Manchester to move to Israel. But the Mishna probably did not

have me in mind , so why are those two days identified as

particularly significant.

The reason Yom Kippur is a “yom tov” is obvious, for on this day

our sins are forgiven . However the question is posed: what

transpired on the 15th of Av to elevate that day to the level of the

happiness of Yom Kippur.

Among the several reasons given, the Gemara explains that on

this day, Hoshea ben Ela, the last king of the northern tribes of

Israel, rescinded the edict prohibiting the Jews of the northern

tribes from going up to Yerushalayim, In order to fully appreciate

what this meant, we have to go back 300 years to the time of the

arch-evil Yeravam ben Nevat, who incited the people of the

northern tribes to secede from the union that had begun with

King Shaul, followed by King David, his son Shlomo and Shlomo's

son Rechavam.

To solidify the secession, Yeravam began interpreting the Torah in

his own way as to create the first reform movement; but the

formal act of secession was accomplished by closing the roads

to Yerushalayim. He created two separate spiritual centres – Bet

El & Dan. He knew that as long as the people's connection to

Yerushalayim existed, his breakaway nation would not endure.

Yeravam imposed a harsh prohibition on going to Yerushalayim,

and placed police along the entire border.

This situation continued for over 300 years, during which time

the Jews of the north were severed from Yerushalayim and the

Beit Hamikdash. Upon ascending the throne, Hoshea ben Ela

withdrew the border guards and opened up the way to

Yerushalayim – and this happened on the 15th of Av. Indeed this

was a day parallel to Yom Kippur, for now the Jews would be

able to offer koranos in the Mikdash, and achieve atonement for

their sins. For us to now ascend ourselves to Israel on 15th of Av

is therefore somewhat apt.

However after this explanation is given in the Talmud, Rav Kahana

poses the question. : If Hoshea was such a great man, why did

Hashem permit Shalmanetzer, King of Assyria, to invade the

north and exile all the Jews during Hoshea's reign and not in the

reign of his successor?

The Talmud answers that Hoshea ben Ela opened the way to

Yerushalayim, but no one came! He was punished, because he

did not use his authority to force the people to renew their

covenant with the holy city.

As we leave Ohr Yerushalayim, we have so many happy

memories and have enjoyed deep and meaningful friendships

with so many. But we hope we will open up the way for the

Shul to be not only “Ohr Yerushalayim”, but will join us and be an

Ohr 'Yerushalayim. The doors are open, the border guards will

welcome you all in. I look forward to the day that I can reclaim

my seat in our beloved Shul in its new location in the shadow of

the newly built Beit Hamikdash in the once-again free, united,

and spiritual centre of the Jewish people – Yerushalayim Ir

HaKodesh.
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Kiddush This Shabbos

Support the Minyanim

The Kiddush this Shabbos is co-sponsored by Family Rubin

on the occasion of their Aliya, and Mr & Mrs Steven Mills on

the occasion of the Yahrzeit of Steven’s Father.

We wish Family Rubin on their impending Aliya.

Whilst their presence in the Shul will be missed, we wish

them all the best for their move to Modi’in.

With Tisha B’Av behind us, it’s time for the Summer holidays.

As many people will be leaving town, we ask those left to

suport the regular Shul Minyanim.
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www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk
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The Week Ahead

Candle Lighting and Shabbos Between 7.40pm and 7.55pm

Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 7.30pm

Seder HaLimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan 6.00pm / 8.35pm

Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 9.05pm

y"w onf seq 9.28am

Sunday 1st/2nd Minyan 7.15am / 8.20am

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos 7.30pm (Shabbos 8.15pm)

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 9.40pm

Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.45pm (Late Maariv @ 10.00pm)

7.20amWednesday / Friday

opgz`e zyxt zay engp zay

7.10amMonday / Thursday



www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk

1. Give an example of .

2. After how many years in did we go into

?

3. What did repeat to the people at the plains of

?

4. Where were the first commanded about

and ?

5. Why did feel weak?

6. What advantage is there in serving with as

opposed to ?

7. What is the proof that Jewish status comes from

one’s mother being Jewish?

H. To what are the nations of the world compared?
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Opposites Are Equal (or: Of Parents and Eggs)
Rabbi Naftali Reich (Torah.org)

What does honoring parents have to do with collecting birds’

eggs? Both of these seemingly unrelated activities figure among

the list of the Torah’s commandments. The obligation to honor

one’s parents is, of course, one of the Ten Commandments, as

we read in this week’s portion. There is also a mitzvah to send

away the mother bird before taking her eggs from her nest.

How are these two mitzvos connected?

These are the only two mitzvos for which the Torah specifies

the rewards of fulfillment. In general, the Torah does not speak

about specific reward for the performance of mitzvos. All we

are told is that if we follow the commands of the Torah loyally

and sincerely we will be abundantly blessed, but we are not

told how each individual mitzvah is rewarded. In these two

cases, however, the Torah tells us that observance is rewarded

with long life. Why does the Torah single these out for special

mention? And why is their reward identical?

The commentators observe that in a certain sense these two

mitzvos are at the opposite ends of the spectrum. Honoring one’s

parents is the most difficult mitzvah to perform properly. At its

root it is an expression of gratitude for a debt that can never be

repaid. Our parents invest incalculable time, effort and toil into

bringing us up, but even more important they give us the gift of life.

No matter how much we do for our parents, we can never even

the accounts. Moreover, the constant requirement to subordinate

our own interests and desires to the needs of our parents goes

against the natural urge to be independent and free.

On the other hand, sending off the mother bird before taking her

eggs is just about the easiest mitzvah to fulfill. Just one wave of the

hand to shoo away the mother, and the mitzvah is done. What

could be easier?

Nonetheless, they both earn the same reward.

This is the lesson the Torah is teaching us here. We cannot measure

the value of a mitzvah by our own yardsticks. A difficult mitzvah is

not necessarily more valuable than a simple one. Each mitzvah

provides a singular opportunity to connect with the Almighty, and

if its performed with the proper spirit, it is equal to all others.

In our own lives, our state of mind is more important than the

actual deeds we do. If we contribute to a good cause, we gain

the favor of the Almighty not by the size of our donation but by the

feelings and thoughts in which our donations are wrapped.

Whether caring for an elderly parent or sending off a mother bird,

our passion, love and devotion are the true measures of our

achievement..

Two men came to visit a great sage whom they had not seen

in many years. The sage, who was already old and feeble, did

not immediately recognize them. He looked more closely,

and finally the light of recognition appeared in his eyes.

“I remember you,” he said to one of the men. “I traveled to

your town twenty-five years ago when I was raising money for

an orphanage. You gave me a donation. Yes, yes, I remember

you well. And who is your friend?”

“But sir,” the second man protested. “How come you don’t

remember me? I was also there when you came to our town. I

also gave you money for the orphanage. In fact, I gave you

five times as much money as my friend here did. How come

you remember him but not me?”

“My dear fellow,” said the sage, “I don’t remember how much

money your friend here gave me. But I do remember that as

soon as I finished speaking he ran up to me with tears

streaming down his face and pressed an envelope into my

hand. I could see his heart breaking with compassion for the

unfortunate children in the orphanage. Many other people

also came forward with envelopes and donations but without

the tears. I don’t remember them.”
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A reminder that throughout the Summer,
Mincha & Maariv will take place at 7.45pm

There will also be a late minyan for Maariv
at 10.00pm

A reminder that throughout the Summer,
Mincha & Maariv will take place at 7.45pm

There will also be a late minyan for Maariv
at 10.00pm


