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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Bernard Levey on the birth of a grandson in
Israel.

Kiddush

There will be a Kiddush in Shul after Davenning which is being
sponsored by Mr & Mrs Marc Cohen on the occasion of the
Yahrzeit of Mr Santhouse '7"T.

New Sunday Morning Chabura

A new and exciting Sunday morning Chabura is starting soon in
Ohr Yerushlayim.

An experienced Masid Shiur will lead the Chabura and give Shiur.
We are open to ideas of what to learn, possibly Choshen Mishpat,
Hilchos Shabbos or other areas of Halacha.

For more information please contact Eli Weider on 07792630485

or Dovid Nissenbaum on 07779333389
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Accountability

Rabbi Berel Wein (Torah.org)

The book of Shemot concludes with a key message for Jews —
accountability. The Torah records for us how the Mishkan was actually
built and then it records for us a detailed accounting of how the
donations for its building were actually spent and accounted for. The
Torah holds Bezalel and Ahaliav accountable for their talents and
industry. Their actual efforts and final accomplishments are compared
to the original plans for the Mishkan as detailed to us in parshiyot
Trumah and Tetzaveh.

The praise for the architects, supervisors and builders of the Mishkan
is that they did not deviate from the original plans and fulfilled their
tasks completely and enthusiastically — with a full heart and great
commitment. They fulfilled their obligation of accountability to God
andman.

There can be no greater accomplishment for a human being than
fulfilling that obligation of accountability. It disciplines our minds and
our behavior and creates a responsible and secure society. Much of
the Jewish world today says openly or subliminally: “Don’t count on
me.” People do not want to commit themselves to marriage, to ideals,
to the Torah or the Jewish people. They do not want to engage with
the test of accountability so they avoid the issue completely.

The Jewish future cannot be built on people who do not wish to be
held accountable for the use of their lives, their talents and their
material blessings. That is really the most important message that these
parshiyot impart to us. And make no mistake about it, Judaism holds
allhuman beings accountable in an exact fashion.

The Torah also holds Moshe accountable for the materials that were
collected in order to construct the Mishkan. Every item that was
donated has to be accounted for. The story is told about a
bookkeeper for a certain company that was unable to balance the
books of the company. He was off by five dollars. So he simply left a

five dollar bill in the ledger and went home. That type of accounting is
not acceptable when it comes to dealing with public funds.

Moshe feels compelled to account for every piece of silver donated
to the construction of the Mishkan. And when he finds the books
don’tbalance, he is terror stricken until he remembers that the missing
amount of silver was used to manufacture the hooks that held the
curtains of the Mishkan upright and taut. Only then is he relieved and
his leadership role is again justified and secure.

A leader, more than the average person or simple citizen, is held to
the highest possible standard of fiscal and moral accountability. The
Bible records for us how the kings of Judah and Israel were continually
reminded and often chastised by the prophets of their times for
failing this test of responsible accountability. The Torah states the
matter succinctly: “And you shall be found innocent and blameless
before Godand lsrael.”

The Torah demands accountability and is loath to accept excuses. A
generation that does not feel itself accountable to the Jewish past
and to the Jewish future fails miserably in its role as being the conduit
of Jewish life and holiness.

Adding Sizzle To The Steak

"You shall not kindle fire in any of your dwellings on the Sabbath
day"(35:3)

Many of the commentaries discuss why the Torah singles out the
kindling of fire from all the other forms of prohibited Shabbos labor.
Rav Sadya Gaon explains that the emphasis should be placed on the
latter portion of the verse, "oechol moshvosaichem" - "in all of your
dwellings". The Torah is teaching us that the prohibition of kindling fire
applies to all of the places where Bnei Yisroel live. The need for this
emphasis, explains Rav Sadya Gaon, is to prevent a person from erring
by applying the prohibition only to the time period during which Bnei
Yisroel subsisted on the manna. What rationale could cause a person

The Week Ahead
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Rabbi Yochanan Zweig (Torah.org)

Candle Lighting and Shabbos 6.0Tpm
Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 6.06pm
Seder Halimud 8.40am
Shacharis 9.00am
wi7 DT 910 9.26am
Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 5.27pm
Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 1.30pm /5.5Tpom
Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 7.06pm

Sunday 7.175am / 8.20am

Monday / Thursday 6.45am / 7.10am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 6.45am / 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 6.15pm (Late Maariv @ 8.00pm)
Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos  6.18pm (Shabbos 6.13pm)
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to arrive at such an assumption?

One possible solution that could be advanced is that since the manna
did not require preparation, one may have thousht that only under
similar circumstances, when fire was not used, would kindling be
restricted. However, perhaps when fire was used for food
preparation, kindling would be permitted. The flaw in this approachis
that Bnei Yisroel did use fire in the preparation of the manna, as the
verse attests: "asher tofu eifu V'es asher tevashlu basheilu" - "oake that
which you wish to bake and cook that which you wish to cook".
Clearly, the preparation of the manna included cooking and baking,
yet these activities were still prohibited on Shabbos.

To begin addressing the aforementioned difficulty we must first
understand why Bnei Yisroel would cook and bake the manna if it
provided every flavor imaginable, even in its raw state. A major factor
in culinary palatability is the presentation and appearance of the food.
Although the manna offered every desired taste, its appearance
never changed. To enhance its visual appeal Bnei Yisroel resorted to
cooking and baking the manna.

Rav Sadya Gaon is explaining that one may have thought that since
such use of fire is not essential in the food preparation process, it falls
under the jurisdiction of the Torah's Shabbos prohibition. When,
however, fire would be necessary to make the food edible, the Torah
would allow its Shabbos use. Therefore, the Torah stresses that under
all circumstances the kindling of fire is prohibited "in all your
dwellings".

Feet On The Ground

"He filled him with G-dly spirit, with wisdom, understanding, and
knowledsge..." (35:31)

The Mishna in Pirkei Avos states "im ayn bina ayn da'as, im ayn da'as ayn
bina" - "if there is no understanding there is no knowledse, if there is
no knowledge there is no understanding". The Maharal cites the
explanation of the Rivash who defines "da'as" as basic conceptual
understanding, an example of which would be that the sum of a
whole is greater than its parts. "Bina" is the second level of
understanding which is derived through the application of "da'as".

Based upon the verse describing Betzalel's attributes, "Hashem filled
him with G-dly spirit, with wisdom (chochmah), understanding
(tevunah) and knowledge (da'as)", the Maharal questions the Rivash's
interpretation. The Torah lauds Betzalel's da'as as one of his
qualifications for constructing the Mishkan. If da'as is only the
awareness of the most rudimentary concepts, why then, asks the
Maharal, does the Torah deem it complimentary to attrioute Betzalel
with it?

It is common to find a person who possesses genius-level talents in
one particular field, yet has no inkling of the most basic rudimentary
procedures. This situation is especially problematic with individuals
who delve into subjects which are esoteric or mystical by nature; they
begin to lose touch with reality. Those procedures which are
elementary to the average person are foreign to this individual. The
"mystic" loses the ability to perform dalily activities.

Although Betzalel was a Kabalist of the highest order, as attested to by
the Talmud which states that with his knowledge, Betzalel had the
capacity to recreate the heavens and the earth, the Torah testifies that
he did not lose touch with reality; he still possessed "da'as". While this
might not appear to be an accolade for the average person, for the
individual whose mind is preoccupied with ideas and thoughts
which remove him from this world, possessing da'as is a great
accomplishment. True wisdom must be accompanied by a strong
sense of reality. If the wisdom causes the individual to lose this sense
of reality, then the wisdom itself is lacking.

Dire Precautions

Most building dedications are joyous events filled with upbeat
speeches and predictions of growth and unyielding expansion. This

Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

1. What is a nn?

9. Of what significance is the fact that an'znx came from the tribe
of I1?

3. What do we know about the orma to transport the nann?

4. Why was 'n delighted to use the mirrors to make the w>?

5. How did they make the gold thread?

6. What dialogue took place between 'n and nwn concerning
setting up the walls of the pwn?

7. Who served as ‘7ima jn> on the 8th day of the oxi7n?

H. How will people describe the rebuilt 7awr yaxr?

week, Moshe recaps and reckons all the labor and material that went
into the building of the Mishkan. He proudly announces that the
contributions of gold, silver, copper and other materials, brought by
the children of Israel exceeded the demands. Yet there is one aspect
of his inaugural address that is strikingly somber. Instead of declaring
that the Mishkan is here to stay and will be the forerunner of the
Temple, he besins with a forelboding sense of doom.

The portion of Pekudei (Reckoning) begins in Exodus 38:21 "These
are the reckoning of the Mishkan -- the Mishkan of testimony. " The
Medrash is bothered by Moshe's repetitive expression. Why does he
repeat the words Mishkan -- Mishkan? He should have said, "These are
the reckoning of the Mishkan of testimony."? The Medrash answers,
homiletically, that the word Mishkan has a close relative in the word
Mashkon -- collateral. Moshe was alluding, "to the two Temples that
were taken back by G-d as collateral for the sins of Israel."

Why on opening day, does Moshe allude to impending doom?
Wouldn't such talk be totally demoralizing? What lesson is there for the
Jewish People?

In Poland there was a group of smugslers that employed many
devious schemes to get goods across the Russian border without
paying taxes. Yet, they were not successful until they realized that the
border guards never bothered funeral processions.

The smusglers decided to load their wares into coffins, and with all
the grief and anguish that accompanies a funeral they carried the
contraband across the border. As this ritual became the norm, the
fabricated anguish of a funeral procession was abandoned. One dark
night, the group, laughing and kibitzing, came to the border. The
guards, noticing an unusually buoyant atmosphere, demanded to
open the casket. Upon seeing the illegal goods, the guards
immediately arrested the group and brought them to police
headquarters for interrogation.

The leader of the smusglers stood before the commanding officer
and broke down in tears. "Have mercy upon us. We all have families!"
he wailed. With rage in his eyes the officer responded. "You fooll You
are crying now! Had you cried as you reached the border, you surely
would be laughing now. It is because you laughed then that you are
crying now!"

Moshe injected a sense of seriousness into the joy of dedication. He
warns the Jewish people at this celebration that even the greatest
gifts are not permanent. Even the Mishkan will not last forever. We must
have that sense of seriousness and appreciation relating to everything
we cherish. The prophet (Yoel 2:13) tells us, "rend your heart and not
your clothing." The sages explain those words as saying "if you rend
your hearts, you will not have to rend your clothing." Moshe, in a very
subtle way, sends the same message. Even at a wedding, as the
groom smashes the glass under the canopy, he reminds himself, his
bride, and all those gathered of Moshe's inaugural message. Cherish
what you have and guard it dearly. Because nothing left unguarded
lasts forever.
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