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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Paul Aloert on the birth of a daughter.

Kiddush This Shabbos
There will be a Shablbos Mevorchin Kiddush this Shabbos
being sponsored by Family Smith in axTIN to 7.

Children’s Shabbos Group

The children’s Shabbos group takes place this week.

Rov’s Pre-Pesach Shiur for Ladies

The Rov will be holding a pre-Pesach question and answer
session for ladies on Sunday night from 8.30-9.30pm.
Spring Shiurim

The next Shiur in the Spring series takes place on Sunday
night, given by Dovid Nissenbaum on the subject of The
Essence of Pesach’ at the rescheduled later time of 9.30pm.
Please note, next week’s shiur has been postponed, further
details to follow.

Daf Yomi

The Daf Yomi Shiur is starting Meseches Eruvin on Sunday
with a Siyum taking place on Monday.

Girls Rosh Chodesh Group

Girls from year 5 and up are invited to join Dina Nissen and
Aviva Nissenbaum for a touch of beauty at the Rosh
Chodesh group, taking place from 6.00-7.00pm on Tuesday.
Cover charge of £1.50.

D’'0’n NIYyn

Anyone wishing to give to the Rov money for o'n Niyn
may do so at any time for distribution to needy local families
to cover Pesach expenses.

ynn n'o>n

The Rov will be available from Rosh Chodesh (Tuesday) for
ynn non.
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Our Own Mishkon
A the besginning of the Parsha Moshe Rabbenu prepares to instruct Klal
Yisroel about the Mishkon, and in order to do so he assembled them
all: 'Vayakhel'.

Perhaps this suggests that a Mishkon needs a Kehilla, and a Kehilla
needs a Mishkon.

We are blessed with a fine Kehilla Boruch Hashem, led by our
esteemed Rov shlita, centred on our beautiful Shul, our Mikdosh m'at.
So, as we conclude the Parshois of the Mishkon, it is very appropriate
to think about our understanding of what our Shul should mean to us.

Dr. Zev Davis

There is an abundance of material on this subject; the following are a
few simple 'oointers'.

What s 'Kedushas Beis Haknesses'?

The Mishna Berura [1571,1] explains that a Shulis called a 'Mikdash m'at’,
a mini-Beis Hamikdosh, regarding which the Posuk says: “v'es mikdoshi
tiyro-u”- “and you shall fear my Mikdosh”, meaning that the fear of the
Shechina should be upon us in Shul.

So although Hashem is truly everywhere, being in Shul is like being in
personal audience with the King, in his throne room.

Once we understand this simple but essential fact about the holiness
of our Shul, the Halochos are easy to understand.

For example, the Shulchon Oruch tells us that we must not conduct
ourselves with frivolity in Shul, norindulge in “sicho b'teyla”.

What is “sicho b'teyla”™ The Mishna Berura defines it as “permitted
sichas chulin” [secular talk] e.g. conversation regarding one's
livelihood. This is permitted outside Shul, but not inside; & casual talk
will certainly be prohibited.

Again, focus on the underlying reason- the Shul is like the King's throne
room, and the King is there in front of us- it's easy then to understand
these halochos.

When one is in the Shul courtyard [or perhaps foyer], he should say
the Posuk: “Bveys Elokim nehalech b'rogesh”- “we go to Hashem's
house with great emotion”.

He should feel this emotion, and great fear of entering into Hashem's
presence.

On entering Shul one says: “Va'ani, beroiv chasdecho ovoi veysecha
etc”- and |, in Your great kindness, | come to Your house, | worship
towards your Holy Heichal [ark]. (Mishna Berura siman 46

The Week Ahead
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Candle Lighting and Shabbos 5.45pm
Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 5.50pm
Seder Halimud 8.40am
Shacharis 9.00am
w7 DT 90 9.98am
Mincha st Minyan 1.30pm
Rov’s Mishnayos Shuir 5.01pm

Mincha Followed by Seuda Shlishis 5.3Tpm
Motzei Shabbos 6.5Tpm

Sunday 7.175am / 8.20am
Monday / Thursday 6.45am / 7.10am
Tuesday wTin wx 6.30am / 7.00am
Wednesday / Friday 6.45am / 7.20am
Mincha & Maariv All Week 5.55pm (late Maariv @ 8.00pm)
Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos  6.03pm (Shabbos 5.58pm)
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introduction.)

The sefer Kav Hayoshor [chapter 3] says that people who are not
careful to avoid forbidden talk in Shul cause the Shechina to depart
from lsrael, and that in our sins @ number of Shuls were destroyed
because of this.

The Mishna Berura quotes the Zohar Hakodoish which says that
somebody who speaks inappropriately in Shul has no portion in
Israel.

Put simply, the only matters to be spoken about in Shul are Torah, Tefila,
and Mitzvois, and failing to observe this can have terrible
repercussions chas v'sholoim.

So, as we conclude the Parshois of the Mishkan, let us try to strengthen
our appreciation of Kedushas Beis Haknesses, and in this merit may all
our Tefilos be answered letoiva.

Chazak chazak venischazeik!

Men First - Ladies First - Everyone First!

Rabbi Naftali Reich (Torah.org)

| came across an idea on Purim that seemed not only to capture the
underlying theme of that festival, but also sheds light on the opening
lines of this week's Torah portion.

We read in the Megillah how Mordechai bids Esther to appear before
Achashverosh and plead with him on behalf of the Jewish people
who were slated to be annihilated. Mordechai encourages her with
the poignant question, "Who knows? Perhaps it was precisely and
only for this critical occasion that you attained your royal position?"

Esther immediately replied, "Go assemble all the Jews in Shushan and
fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day; | with my
attendants will fast as well. Esther then uttered a seemingly
superfluous word: “Uvchen."

And thus (or consequently), | will enter the king's oresence against the
law of the land." What is hinted at by this extraword, "u'vchen?"

Let us consider what is the most efficacious prayer that our sages tell
us is guaranteed to elicit a favorable answer from above. It is when
someone sincerely entreats Hashem on behalf of his disadvantaged
fellow Jew even thoush he too desperately needs the very thing that
he requests for his friend. Such an entreaty is considered the
quintessential selfless prayer, for, rather than being preoccupied with
ones own travails, he has focused instead on his friend's plight.

Hashem responds first to the needs of such a caring, unselfish person
for in recognition of his selflessness and total bonding with another
Jew's needs, Hashem ensures that he becomes the conduit of His
divine blessing, and will therefore be the first to receive His bounty
and goodness.

This is what Esther was alluding to when she told Mordechai, "The
Jewish people face a life-threatening decree from Haman, just as do |
when | enter unlawfully into the king's presence. We both are in mortal
danger. Let the Jews fast for my welfare and | and my attendants will
fast similarly for the salvation of the nation. 'U'vchen', and
conseqguently, armed with this great merit that we are begsing for
Divine favor and mercy for one another, | will enter the king's presence.

We similarly mention this identical declaration 'Uvchen' numerous
times in our Rosh Hashana prayers as a prelude to each major appeal
for salvation. The commentaries explain that it is placed before each
prayer as a reference to Queen Esther's prayer to Hashem before she
interceded with the king on behalf of her people. By omitting any
personal requests from our Rosh Hashana supplications and directing
our pleas on behalf of the entire nation we too trust and anticipate
meriting Divine assistance and deliverance .

This thousght kept buzzing in my mind throughout Purim for it
crystallizes the key theme of the day: by caring for one another,
sending gifts and mending frayed relationships, caring for the poor
and reaching out to one another in friendship, we demonstrate the

inner unity that lies at the core of our people. With that demonstration
of brotherhood and solidarity, we merit a unigue outpouring of Divine
favorand closeness.

This perhaps, is why Moshe deemed it necessary to assemble the
entire people after the sin of the Golden Calf, before introducing
them to the mitzvah of the building of the Mishkan. By bringing
together the entire Jewish people, he paved the way for them to be
reunited with the Divine, for only when we are united down here in
this world, can we be connected at the most exalted Source in
heaven. The building of the Mishkan fused together the entire people
in the transcendent mission of its construction, and it was the unity of
the people that secured Hashem's presence in this world.

May this theme of our oneness as a people and our readiness to put
others first that makes Purim such a joyous and spiritual day, continue
throughout the year. For only when we uncover that wonderful unity
and discover the genuine caring and sharing for one another, can true
joy prevail.

Hearts of Gold Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

From Moshe’s presence they took the entire gift that the Children of
Israel had brought for the work for the labor of the Sanctuary, to doit.
But they continued to bring him free-willed gifts morning after
morning. ... They said to Moshe as follows, “The people are bringing
more than enough for the labor of the work that HASHEM has
commanded to perform.” ...And the people were restrained from
bringing, but the work had been enough for the labor of all the work
to doit, and there was extra. (Shemos 36:1-7)

One might be lead to believe that Moshe was the most successful
fund- raiser of all time. It's an odd characterization for our all time
spiritual guide. In the end there were more donations than necessary.
Imagine that! How often does that happen? Many would love to
know his secret. How did Moshe do it?

We should not forget that the task was complicated by the
requirement that the materials and the monies to be collected had to
given for HASHEM's sake alone and no other ulterior motivation, as the
verse states, “Andyou should take for Me Terumah! (Shemos 25:2)

Rashi comments, for Me: For My sake! That profound caveat should
make the fund-raiser’s job that much more difficult if not impossiole!
It's an awful handicap to burden a fundraiser with! However, ultimately
not only was it not an impediment and may even have been a help!
How can we understand that to be so?

Rebbetzin Sarah Schwartzman of blessed memory told the following
story about Rabbi Aaron Kotler ztl. Once at a parlor meeting where a
select group of Torah supporters were gathered to raise funds for the
Yeshiva, a speaker outlined all the benefits that would accrue to Klal
Yisrael from Lakewood Yeshiva in terms of providing teachers of Torah,
etc. for future generations. The Rosh HaYeshiva, however was uneasy
about what was being spoken. He stood up and said, “Rabosai
(gentlemen), | fear | am being guilty of gneivas hadaas (deception).
Yes, our Yeshiva will, with G-d’s help, produce heads of Yeshivas and
Rabbis and teachers, but | want you to know that the main aim of the
Yeshiva is the learning of Torah lishma- learning Torah for learning’s sake
only, without thinking of career or profession, and it is for that purpose
that |am asking foryour support!”

The Torah writes, ‘All generous hearts they should bring
Terumah/Offerings to HASHEM! (Shemos 35:5) Rabbi Shmuel
Rozovsky reads the verse: “They should bring .. .their generous hearts
with the Terumah for HASHEM. So the main building of the Mishkan
was from the generous hearts!” My guess is that Moshe used few
gimmicks to raise funds. First he lifted aspirations and that lead to the
flow of goods. From the strength of his own clear minded conviction
he was not so much a classic fund-raiser as an elevator of spirits.
Sanctuary was built from pure intentions. There are no alchemist’s
tricks needed to make gold from hearts of gold.
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