
The Choice Way Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

And HASHEM said, "Shall I hide from Avraham what I do, now that

Avraham is surely to become a great and mighty nation, and all the

nations of the world will bless themselves by him?! For I have loved him

(Avraham) because he will command his children and his household

after him to keep the way of HASHEM to do acts of charity and justice in

order that HASHEM might bring upon Avraham that which He had

spoken of him. (Breishis 18:18-19)

Avraham is being treated as a partner of The Almighty. A loyal friend

would not do something that would upset his comrade's world

without first consulting with him. It's wondrous to behold such a level

of Divine endearment directed at a single mortal individual. It begs a

larger question though.

The Ramchal in Derech Etz Chaim writes the following: This is the most

powerful medicine that you can find to cure the negative inclination. It's

easy and yet it result is profound, and its fruit is plenty. The person

should set aside and fix at least one hour daily a time without any other

distractions and consider and focus on only this matter about which I

have spoken (to wonder about your purpose in the world) and he

should consciously meditate in his heart on the following question:

"What did the Patriarchs of the world do that HASHEM desired them

so? What did Moshe do? What did David the anointed one do? And all

the other great individuals that preceded us, what did they do that they

went up into His mind? What would be good for a person to do all the

days of his life so that it should also be good for him?

What had Avraham done that distinguished him from all the other

people that came before him? What had he done to be chosen? How
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Candle Lighting and Shabbos 5.42pm

Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 5.47pm

Seder HaLimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan 1.30pm / 5.30pm

Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 5.00pm

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 6.45pm
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Mazel Tov to Dr & Mrs Mike Wilks on the engagement of their son

Yonatan (Aron/Pickles) to Aviva Tehila Rosenbaum of Yerushalayim.

The Kehilla is invited to a L’Chaim on Sunday 24th October at 8

New Hall Road between 6.00-8.00pm.

Mr & Mrs Johnny Goodman invite men only to a Kiddush this

Shabbos at their home, 1 Arlington Avenue  to celebrate the

recent birth of their daughter

Mr & Mrs David Jacobs invite the Kehilla to a Kiddush this Shabbos

at their home, 76 Cavendish Road from 11.15am to celebrate the

recent birth of their daughter Tamar Tova -

- aeh lfn!
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Rov’s Chaburah

The Rov’s Chaburoh takes place on Wednesday night at 9.30pm

Please note that the first Shacharis Minyan on Sunday has changed

to the new time of 7.15am.

Change of Timing

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos 5.33pm (Shabbos 5.28pm)

`xie zyxt zay

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 7.20am

Late Maariv Minyan 8.00pm

did he prove himself worthy to G-d?

What might we be able to do that would earn perhaps similar

recognition? Could anything be more important in the entire world?

The hint is as subtle as the sun at noon! The verse above identifies two

items. Avraham will teach his children to go in the way of HASHEM for all

generations! Well, what is the way of HASHEM? How is it such a

certainty that Avraham will be able to cast his opinion and his influence

across so many future generations?

The verse explicitly states that the way of HASHEM is "to do acts of

charity and justice". So Avraham is portrayed as living in HASHEM's

spotlight, high on the stage of human history at an advanced age,

infirmed, deep in prophecy, yet in search of strangers in the heat of the

day to wash, feed, and dignify. Styles and tastes come and go. The

political landscape changes like the seasons. An act of kindliness,

though is classic-always in-style, and for all time it's the choice way.

A woman was buying clothing for her boys for an upcoming

holiday when she noticed the rather sad face of a child pressed

against the window of the store on the outside. She recognized

the boy and remembering that he was an orphan who had recently

lost his father. She asked her own children to step aside

momentarily while she went outside to speak to the young fellow.

Within minutes the mother had kindly coaxed the youth into the

store and was urging him to pick out a jacket, pants, shirts, and a

tie just as if he was her own. While she stood on line to pay for

these items the boy queried naively, "Are you HASHEM?" The

woman chuckled and responded in all modesty, "No! I'm just one

of his children!" To which the boy retorted, "I thought you were

related!!"
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mdxa`1. Where was standing while the were eating?

2. How did refer to himself?

3. How did s sons-in-law regard him?

4. How much money did give to ?

5. In which desert were and wandering?

6. Who was the captain of s army?

7. What did tell his lads that he was going to do on

?

H. When did the widow stop pouring the oil?
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Abraham's Will is God's Will Rabbi Berel Wein (Torah.org)

It will come as a surprise to no one that the Torah, and Judaism generally,

apparently values human life above all else. Rare are the cases to be

found in the Jewish story and in halacha where human life is not the

primary value that trumps all other behavior and ideals. The story of the

akeida – of Abraham offering his son Isaac as a sacrifice to the Almighty

and at the last moment being prevented by Heaven from so doing – is

illustrative of this idea of the sanctity of human life.

However as noble as this idea is, it many times wilts in the face of dire

practical circumstances. The best and worst example of this problem is

the conduct of war. There is no war without killing humans and the Torah

in its narrative and value system certainly recognizes war as a reality and

sometimes as a necessity.

The current debate in the Western world regarding the funding of stem

cell research faces the moral dilemma of the permissibility of killing

human fetuses in the process of possibly saving other humans from

diseases, genetic and otherwise.

In the Torah itself, the kind, hospitable and righteous Abraham himself

goes to war to rescue his kinsman Lot. It is obvious that the value of

human life, dominant as it is in Judaism, is never quite absolute. And this

therefore poses the moral questions that every generation, nation and

even an individual eventually must face in life and society: When is taking

a life justified?

Halacha provides some guidance on the subject, allowing for self

defense, preemptive strikes and the execution of criminals who

threaten society’s existence. Jewish history also provides us with some

insight on the matter, approving suicide, for instance, over forced

conversions or a life of shame.

Because of this elasticity in what appears at first to be an absolute value,

many questions are raised - and almost always in heartbreaking

instances. The question of mercy killing and euthanasia remains on the

agenda of the rabbinic responsa in our time though it is basically

forbidden in Jewish society. Abortion is also opposed in Jewish law

but individual respectable rabbinic advisors and decisors in some

exceptional instances have allowed it.

The general rules and outlines are clear but in individual cases the matter

becomes fuzzy. Maybe that is why Midrash sees Abraham himself as

being conflicted over the issue of the akeida even after the angel of

God instructs him not to sacrifice Isaac. The supreme test lies in the

ability of humans to conform their behavior to God’s will. That is the only

truly absolute value in Judaism which allows for no exceptions or

deviations.

Abraham is rewarded for his willingness to sacrifice his son and he is

rewarded for not actually going through with the sacrifice. The

common denominator in Abraham’s seemingly contradictory behavior

is his constant willingness to accept God’s will and behave accordingly.

This attitude has become the basis for all halachic decisions and Jewish

behavior over the ages – the continued attempt to understand and

follow through upon God’s will. That is Abraham’s legacy to us.
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