
A Ladder Is a Perfect Representation of the Jewish
People Rav Frand (Torah.org)

The pasuk says, "And Yaakov left Beer Sheva and he went to Charan..."
Yaakov had a dream about a ladder whose feet were on the earth and
which stretched all the way up to the heaven.
The Medrash says that when the verse refers to the ladder "emplanted
on the earth" it refers to the fact that Yaakov was (prophetically) shown
Korach about whom it is written, "and the earth opened its mouth (to
swallow Korach)". The Medrash goes on to say that when the pasuk
says that the head of the ladder reached the heaven, it refers to the fact
that Yaakov was (prophetcially) shown Moshe about whom it is written
"Come up to HaShem (in Heaven)."
What does this Medrash mean? Rav Mordechai Ilan comments that
what G-d showed Yaakov was the essence of the nation who would
descend from him. Klal Yisrael is like a ladder.
The Talmud in Megilah says, "This nation is compared to the dust and
compared to the stars -- when they go down they descend to the
dust; but when they go up they ascend all the way to Heaven." A
ladder is the perfect representation of the Jewish people. No one ever
remains standing on a ladder. It is either used to go up or to go down.
People sit on chairs, on sofas, or beds. Those are pieces of furniture
used for stationary positioning. No body ever uses a ladder for simply
standing.
That is what the Jewish People are all about. We are a nation that cannot
remain stagnant. Either we will ascend and achieve wondrous heights
or we will go in the opposite direction -- to the dust!
This is what the Medrash means by saying that G-d showed Korach and
Moshe to Yaakov. They were the two ends of the spectrum. On the one
hand there was a person who was consumed with jealousy and what
was his end? "The earth opened its mouth..." Because he was not
ascending, he descended to the greatest depths possible. On the
other hand, there was a Moshe Rabbeinu [our teacher], who
demonstrated the far outer limits of what a human being is capable of
achieving.
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Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 3.43pm

Candle Lighting and Shabbos 3.38pm

Seder HaLimud 8.40am
Shacharis 9.00am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan 1.30pm / 3.35pm

Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 3.05pm

y"w onf seq 10.00am
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Mazel Tov to Mr & Mrs Adam Bookman on the occasion of the Bar
Mitzva of their son, Aryeh, this Shabbos in Bournemouth.
Mazel Tov also to the grandparents, Mr & Mrs Kalman Bookman
and Mr & Mrs Yossi Lipsey.

Shabbos Group This Week

Remember Monday Night
The children’s Shabbos group takes place this week.

A reminder that we switch to on Monday night (rather
than Sunday night as stated on the Beis Din Luach)
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Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos 3.40pm (Shabbos 3.35pm)

There is no standing in the middle. Stagnation itself is descent. Klal
Yisroel (and indeed life in general) is a ladder with feet on the ground
and the top reaching toward the heavens. It is up to the individual to
decide which direction he will be heading -- up toward Heaven or
down to the greatest depths. This was the dream that G-d showed
Yaakov about his future nation.

If the image of Jacob’s ladder was not the most spectacular prophetic
vision ever, it certainly comes close. In his dream, Jacob saw a ladder
planted firmly on the ground yet reaching all the way into the heavens,
and as he watched in utter fascination, he saw angels ascending and
descending the ladder.
Then he wakes up, and lo and behold, it was all a dream. Jacob is
shaken, and he reacts rather strangely. How can it be, he laments, that I
am in the presence of the Almighty and did not even know it? No
expressions of transcendent joy. No ecstatic expansion of the mind as a
result of his sublime prophecy. Just chagrin. Why?
Our Sages tell us that he was mortified that he had actually slept in such
a holy place. But even this does not fully answer the question. After all,
what is so terrible about sleeping on hallowed ground? And if it was
really such a terrible transgression, why did the Almighty reward him
with this prophetic dream?
The commentators explain that Jacob was disappointed because he
had missed an extraordinary opportunity. Had he known that he stood
on hallowed ground, had he known he was actually standing in the
presence of the Almighty, he would have concentrated on having an
even more intense prophetic encounter with Him. But he had been
completely oblivious to his surroundings. Indeed, he had gone to
sleep!

Asleep on Hallowed Ground Rabbi Naftali Reich (Torah.org)
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Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 4.50pm

Mincha & Maariv All Week 3.40pm (Late Maariv @ 8.00pm)

6.45 am / 7.10amMonday / Thursday

6.45am / 7.20amTuesday / Wednesday / Friday
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7.15am / 8.20amSunday 1st/2nd Minyan

Ovos uBonim 5.50pm
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1. What did do with the stones, and why?
2. Why did tell the shepherds off?
3. How old was when he married and ?
4. Conceptually speaking, what happened to before birth?
5.
6. How long did take to catch up with ?
7. For which reason is allowed to go past the pile of stones,

in s direction?
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How did come to possess servants?

. In order to kiss the (idolatrous) calf, what did one have to
do?
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Parsha Wordsearch

He could have risen to incredible spiritual levels. He could have
attained the most profound prophetic insights. He could have
penetrated the deepest secrets of the universe. But he went to sleep.
He did have a phenomenal prophetic vision in his dream, but that was
where it stopped. So much potential unfulfilled. Such a great
opportunity lost. It is little wonder that Jacob awoke disappointed.
A young man came to study in the academy of a great sage. He
listened to the sage expound his thoughts and was amazed at

their profound wisdom. He bent over the revered texts and
pored over every single words in awe. A feeling of humility swept
through his soul.
“Oh, what a nothing I am,” he muttered under his breath. “What a
miserable ignorant nothing.”
The sage overheard his words and called him closer.
“Young man,” he said, “why do you consider yourself a nothing?”
“Because I am weak, a salve to my physical needs and desires.” “I
see. And why did you come here?”
“To learn from you.”
“If you wish to stay here and be successful,” said the sage, “then
you cannot consider yourself a nothing. After all, if you are truly
nothing, how can you possibly retain wisdom? No, my young
friend. Humility is a very good trait, but know your own worth.
Know the sublimity of your soul and give it what it deserves.”
In our own lives, we sometimes fall asleep on hallowed ground. Driven
down by the pressures of everyday life, we can easily fall into the trap
of deprecating our own worth. We consider our shortcomings and
our failures, and we tell ourselves we have no business setting our
sights very high. But this is a serious mistake. Never sell yourself short.
You are hallowed ground.
You possess a holy soul that is a spark of the divine. You are endowed
with incredible spiritual treasures and resources. You have a kind nature
and a generous spirit. Most important of all, you are a descendant of
the patriarchs, a custodian of the holy Torah here on this world. Your
potential is incalculable. You have it within your grasp to reach for the
sublime. Don’t fall asleep on the job. Don’t wake up disappointed after
it is too late. Open your eyes and experience the exhilaration of
fulfillment.
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A £10 prize will be awarded to the first
answer to the following question:

(Clue: it’s NOT becuase 2012 has a February 29th)

correct

Why do we start saying
on Monday night, NOT Sunday night?
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