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Mazel Tov to Rabbi & Mrs YY Rubinstein on the occasion of the
Aufruf of their son, Moshe Dovid, this Shabbos.

Rabbi & Mrs YY Rubinstein invite the kehilla to a Kiddush in the hall
after Davenning.

Rosh Chodesh Breakfast

A reminder to all members that the Rosh Chodesh breakfast takes
place on Sunday morning which takes place after the second
Minyan for Shacharis.

Ladies Learning Programme

The Ladies Learning Programme continues this Sunday evening.
Chavrusa learning is from 8.15 - 9.00pm and is followed by a shiur
from Rebbetzen Esther Goldbers.

Shabbos Group!

We are delighted to announce that the Shabbos Group for
children will start next Shabbos morning, Parshas Vayishlach (see
details overleaf). We do appreciate that this means that there will
e more children in the Shul for Davening on a Shabbos morning
both before and after the Shabbos Group. We would respectfully
ask all parents to take responsibility for their children at these times
S0 as to ensure that the decorum within the Shul is maintained.
Thanking you for your assistance.

Ladies Melava D’Malka Change

Due to unforseen circumstances, the Melava D’Malka for ladies will
not take place on Motzoei Shabbos Parshas Vayeishev. A new

date will be announced shortly.
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Now More Than Ever!

And Yakov went out from Be’er Sheva and he went to Charan. And
he bumped into the place and he slept there because the sun had
set and he took from the stones of the place and he placed them
around his head and he lay down there. And he dreamed, and
behold there was a ladder standing toward the earth and its head
was striving heavenward, and behold angels of Elochim were going
up and down on it. And behold HASHEM was standing over it and
He said, “l am HASHEM the G-d of Avraham your father and the G-d
of Yitzchok. The Land that you are laying upon | will give to your
seed” (Breishis 28:10-13)

Why did Yakov merit having this lofty vision on his way away from
home?

Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

The Midrash keys into the subject with a verse from Tehillim, ‘A Psalm
of David when he was in the wilderness of Yehuda. G-d, you are my
Almighty, | will seek You! My soul thirsts for You! My flesh longs for
You, in a dry and weary land without water! So in the Sanctuary

have | perceived You, to see Your might and glory. (Tehillim 63:1-3)

What does this have to do with Yakov leaving home and being
treated to the image of a ladder that bridge heaven and earth? The
Sefas Emes comments on the Midrash and states, ‘According to the
greatness of the desire and the extent of the (magnetic) attraction
that there is in a person to serve his Creator in a place which is a
(spiritual) wilderness devoid of water, so he will be able afterwards
to be attached to Holiness at the time when there is even a slight
spiritual awakening...So it is in this world! According the greatness
of the desire a person has for HASHEM, so will he be able
afterwards to cleave to HIM in the next world. And so during
weekdays that a person strives in the physical world which is “a
weary land without water”, to that extent will he later merit on
Shabbos Kodesh, which is like the next world, to revel in the
pleasantness of HASHEM.”

Almost 3 decades ago a young man or shall | say boy came to
Yeshiva Ohr Somayach in Monsey. It was not just that he was
younger than the average student but his background and
appearance were distinct as well. Avraham Ben Avraham had
moved with his mother to Williamsburg Brooklyn, a richly
Chassidic neighborhood, from Puerto Rico. As a non-Jewish
Puerto Rican youth he worked in a local grocery store. He had
an affinity and a facility for language, and he quickly learned to
speak fluent Yiddish. After a while he developed a burning
desire to convert to Judaism. He tried for a long time to find a
sponsor but he must have seemed to be a risky candidate.
After all conversion is a lifetime, all- time commitment. It
cannot be just a fad- a phase a passing passion.

The Week Ahead
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Candle Lighting and Shabbos 4.02pm

Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 4.07pm

Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

W {7 0T 910 9.47am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 1.30pm / 3.54pm
Rov's Mishnayos Shiur 3.24pm

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 5.09pm

Ovos uBonim 6.24pm

Sunday 1st/2nd Minyan 7.15am/8.20am
Monday / Thursday 7.10am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 4.00pm

Late Maariv Minyan 8.00pm

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos  3.57pm (Shabbos 3.52pm)

www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk
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1. What did a7y say that he would do with whatever 'n
gave him?

9. For how long, initially, did ajzyr stay with |2'7?

3. How long after marrying nx'7, did ajzy' marry 7n1?

4. After which event did apw tell |37 that he wanted to
leave?

5. Where did a7y speak to his wives?

6. How did aj7yr transport his family?

7. Explain the meaning of the name Tv7a (Gal'aid)?

H. What does |vas have in his hand?

Eventually his persistence paid off and a certain Rabbi took
him under his wing and prepared him for the big event.
Avraham himself told me that on the day he was to receive the
circumcision the Mohel brandished the knife and the Rabbi
asked again as if to scare and discourage him, “Are you sure
you still want to go through with it?” With his usual exuberance
he declared, “Now more than ever!” Then he became Avraham!
He told us that his mother remembers that back in Puerto Rico
her mother used to light candles in the basement. Who
knows!? Maybe this starved thirsty soul is from amongst those
that were persecuted and forced to leave Spain in 1492.
Perhaps he was a Jew all along living apart. All | know is that
once he was reunited with Judaism and the Jewish People he
was on fire with enthusiasm. Every week in Yeshiva, when the
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Make your child’s Shul
experience more meaningful

The Shabbos Group will take
place fortnightly from 10.00 -
10.45am in the hall, for
children aged 4 - 8

Singing, Brochos, Nosh and
more!

y Q Contact Esther Stern or

DevoraBernstein (07580 291485)
' for,further details

www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk
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Havdala candle was extinguished in the wine signaling the end
of Shabbos and the beginning of another week, he started
dancing and singing excitedly, “Shabbos is coming! Shabbos
is coming!”

Yakov was entering into a long protracted exile. We can only
imagine the intense longing for holiness he experienced as he was
becoming more distant from home with every step. Like a beach
ball being forced to the bottom of the pool, the moment it is
released it begins to climb to the top.

Since writing this | quite unexpectedly bumped into Avraham, as
Yakov “bumped into the place”. | told him that | had written about
him “as a beach ball rushing upward”. He chuckled and remarkably
he responded just as when he faced the Mohel’s knife so many
years earlier, “Now more than ever!”

Yaakov got up in the morning
and poured oil on the rock on
which he'd slept.

Yaakov left Beersheva
and went to Charan.

Yaakov arrived in Charan and

When the sun set, he stopped to
met shepherds at the well.

sleep and used some rocks as
a pillow.

Yaakov worked for Lavan seven

He dreamed about a ladder that
vyears in order to marry Rachel.

reached the sky, with angels on
it going up and down.




