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Mazel Tov!
Mazel Tov to Ben & Heather Shaw on the birth of a girl.

Mazel Tov to the Rov & Rebbetzin on the birth of a grandson to 
Rabbi & Mrs A. M. Rubin of Glasgow

Ladies Shiur
A reminder that the next installment of the Rov’s shiur for ladies on 
dlitz ipipr takes place on Tuesday at 8.15pm at 48 Waterpark Road.

Kiddush This Week
This week’s Kiddush is being sponsored by Ben & Sam Abrahams to 
celebrate the recent birth of their daughter – Mazel Tov!

Mixmaster   Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

It's not often that one receives such diverse company on a single day. 
But if you're Abraham, anything can happen. The portion begins this 
week as Abraham is sitting outside his tent, three days after his 
circumcision, on a boiling hot day. He is visited by none other than the 
Divine Presence. In the middle of the conversation, Abraham looks up. 
He spots three Arab nomads meandering, in the intense heat in his 
direction. Imagine yourself. You are recuperating from an operation that 
most males receive 99 years prior, you are in the middle of a 
conversation with G-d Al-mighty, and three Arabs happen to pass 
within shouting distance of your tent. We all know what we would and 
would not do. Let us analyze what Abraham does, and how he does 
it.
The Torah tell us, "and he (Abraham) said, 'My Master, if I find favor in 
your eyes, do not pass over your servant.' " The Torah is unclear. Who 
was Abraham referring to when he said "My Master?" Is he telling G-d 
not to withdraw His presence as he invites some nomads, or was he 
respectfully interrupting his conversation with G-d as he shouts to the 
wayfarers, "Don't leave me, I'll be with you as soon as I finish this 
conversation with G-d?"
It is quite hard to believe, but these two ideas are Talmudic opinions! I 
understand how the Talmud can argue about a tree -- was it a willow 
tree or an apple tree? After all the difference is not consequential. Was 
the window situated in Noah's ark an actual pane of glass or a sparkling 
jewel that allowed for a brilliant shine? The opinions in those instances 
are diverse yet compatible. But the schism in opinions, whether "My 
Master" is referring to G-d Himself or the leader of a band of Arab 
shleppers, is too wide to fathom!
What is more troubling is how is it possible to say that Abraham actually 
paused during a conversation with G-d to tell a few Arab nomads to 
wait untill he is ready?
Rabbi Isser Zalman Melzer was once sitting with a group of 
students when suddenly one of them looked out the window and 
announced that one of Israel's leading Torah scholars was coming 
toward the home.

Rav Melzer quickly prepared his modest Jerusalem apartment 
to greet the honored guest. The table was bedecked with a 
freshly laundered, tablecloth adorned with a bowl of fruit, in 
honor of the distinguished visitor. Rabbi Melzer changed into 
his Shabbos attire so as to show his respect.
Suddenly there was a knock. Reb Isser Zalman rushed to the 
door to greet the honored guest. However there was no Rav 
at the door. In his stead, stood a simple poor Jew who 
needed a letter of approbation in order to raise funds. He 
appeared from the distance like the scholar, but obviously the 
student was mistaken. To the surprise of his wife, and even 
more so the visitor himself, Rav Melzer ushered the poor man 
into his dining room. He proceeded to seat him at the head of 
the table, converse with him, feed him, and give him the 
respect he would have afforded a revered guest. After 
discussing the man's needs, he wrote a letter full of 
complimentary descriptions regarding the man and his 
situation.
After the old man had left, Reb Isser Zalman commented, "who 
really knows how to evaluate and differentiate the value of 
people. Perhaps this is the way one must treat every Jew. I 
was happy to channel my enthusiastic expectations of the 
Rabbi's visit toward this simple Jew."
Avrohom knew that there is a Mitzvah to love Hashem, but he also 
knew that G-d created man in His image. Perhaps it can be an 
acceptable argument amongst our sages, which Master was told 
"please wait?" Was it the actual Master of the universe, or the 
master that was created in the image of the ultimate Master? 
Perhaps one of the ways that Avrohom manifested his great love 
for Hashem was through his actions toward his fellow human-
being. And believe it or not, the Master waited.

`xie zyxt zay
Candle Lighting No later than 3.58pm
Mincha 4.03pm
Seder HaLimud 8.40am
Shacharis 9.00am
y"w onf seq 9.43am
Mincha 1st / 2nd Minyan 1.30pm / 4.01pm
Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 4.31pm
Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 5.06pm

Shacharis
Sunday 1st / 2nd Minyan 7.20am / 8.20am
Sunday Mincha & Maariv 4.00pm
Monday/Thursday 7.10am
Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday 7.20am 
Maariv Monday - Thursday 7.45pm



The Gen-Aleph Gap   Rabbi Beren Wein (Torah.org)

The Torah always deals with real life, with current assessments and 
realities. In fact, much of the current pattern and modern story of the 
Jewish people is reflected in the Torah reading of Vayera, especially in 
the story of Avraham and his nephew, Lot. 
Lot sees Avraham as being old-fashioned, irrelevent and and a definite 
handicap to the establishment of the new and better world view. Lot 
sees the realization of this better world in the newly burgeoning 
society of Sodom. He ignores the intrinsic evil of that society and 
builds his hopes on the superficial wealth and glitter that Sodom 
exudes. 
He is convinced that his uncle Avraham, childless and old, has no 
future, while he, with his large family, immense wealth, and the seeming 
respect of the society of Sodom, will live on and become the new 
Avraham. In our century a large segment of Jewry convinced itself that 
the old Avraham was done for, and in their eyes, deservedly so. 
Orthodoxy and a Torah life-style and value system were doomed to 
be relegated to the ash-heap of history. 
The "new Jew" would be cultured, modernized, secularized, 
reformed, and "free" of the burdens of Torah law and the Jewish past. 
He would be a Socialist, a Communist, a Humanist, a secular Zionist, 
but he would be Lot and not Avraham. And if that meant taking upon 
Jewish society some of the trappings of Sodom, well, so be it. For after 
all, it was impossible to remain with the world-view and way of life of 
the old Avraham.
However, Sodom did not turn out to be the paradise that Lot hoped 
for. Lot's children, raised and educated in Sodom, ridiculed and 
despised Lot, much as Lot had himself ridiculed and despised 
Avraham. They resented Lot's old-fashioned attachment to the 
outmoded ideas of Avraham, of hospitality and kindness to others, 
even to strangers. 
Lot's own family turned against him and informed on him to the 
authorities and people of Sodom. Lot was the precursor of the Jewish 
Communists in the Stalin era, who turned in their parents for being 
"counter-revolutionaries", only to be eliminated a decade later by the 
"great father Stalin." And, worst of all, Sodom was destroyed! The 
whole brave new world collapsed in fire and brimstone, poverty and 
death, disappointment and disillusion. 
All of the beliefs of the modern Jew in the better world of European 
culture and modernity were crushed by the Holocaust, by Stalin and 
his successors, by the unending trials by fire of the State of Israel. Lot 
remained alone, unable any longer to return to Avraham, sunk in the 
incestuous wallowing of his own emptiness of spirit and lack of vision. 
Meanwhile Avraham somehow miraculously survived and even 
prospered. 
He had a son and heir, Yitzchak, and he had a spiritual foundation for 
his being, and the Lord protected him (albeit barely) from his enemies. 
Lot is bankrupt and the old, irrelevant Avraham waxed richer and richer. 
That is a pretty fair description of today's Jewish world. The outstanding 
feature of today's Jewish world is the contrast between the resiliency 
and confidence of Orthodoxy and the angst and depression that 
characterizes the non-Orthodox Jewish world. Avraham grows strong 
and mighty while Lot destroys himself.
But all is not lost for Lot. Hundreds of years later, long after Sodom has 
been transformed into salt and sulfur and ashes, a descendant of Lot, 
Ruth of Moab, seeks out Avraham. She forsakes her home and her 
family, her opportunity for physical comforts and a seemingly secure 
existence, and sets out on a difficult road that will bring her to 
Avraham's people and make her the mother of kings. 
Somewhere within Lot there was a spark of Avraham that was not 
extinguished by the experience of Sodom. Ruth discovered that spark 
within herself and that discovery gave her no rest. She rebuilds her life 
and her own person under the shadow of Avraham's canopy. There 
are thousands of descendants of Lot-Jews throughout the world today 
who are searching for Avraham. They go against family and society and 
ignore the cluck-clucking platitudes of the professionals of the Jewish 
world, all in order to reunite themselves with Avraham, with Torah, and 
with the Jewish past and destiny. Sodom is destroyed, but Lot "who 

went with Avraham" emerges, even after centuries of separation 
and self-hate, to take his place once again alongside his uncle in 
the struggle for Godliness and sanctity. Is this not a description of 
our world and our times?
A Father’s Love Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

And it was as they took them out that one said, “Flee for your life! 
Do not look behind you or stop anywhere in all the plain Flee to 
the mountain lest you be swept away!”…….Now HASHEM had 
caused sulfur and fire to rain upon Sodom and Gomorrah, from 
HASHEM, out of heaven. He overturned these cities and the entire 
plain, with all the inhabitant of the cities and the vegetation of the 
soil. His (Lot’s) wife peered behind him and she became a pillar of 
salt. (Breishis 19:17- 26)
This is one of the most famous incidents of the Torah. Lot’s wife 
looked back and became a pillar of salt. Why? Why did she look 
there? Why was she punished so severely? What’s so bad about 
look back to survey the destruction?
Fritz Schultz was a German industrialist who, seeing an 
opportunity to make great profit employing Jews as laborers 
ran a large group of factories in the Ghetto that provided 
supplies to the German army. The work was considered 
essential to the war effort, so the lives of the workers were 
temporarily spared. Rabbi Kalonymos Kalman Shapiro was 
assigned work in a shoe factory that Avraham Hendel had 
owned before the war and that Hendel now managed for 
Schultz.
Besides providing reprieve from deportation, the shoe factory 
enabled Rabbi Shapiro and the other scholars to continue their 
studies right under the noses of their taskmasters. The 
atmosphere in the factory has been described by an eye 
witness, Hillel Seidman, in his Warsaw Ghetto Diary:
“Now I am in Schultz factory; I have come at the time when 
people are both hammering in nails and reciting Hoshana 
prayers. Here are gathered, thanks to one of the directors, Mr. 
Avraham Hendel, the elite of the Orthodox community; 
Chassidic Masters, Rabbis, scholars, religious community 
organizers, well-known Chassidim.
Sitting behind the anvil for shoe repairing… is the Koziglover 
Rav, Yehuda Aryeh Frimer, once Dean of Yeshivat Chochmei 
Lublin. He is sitting here but his spirit is sailing in other worlds. 
He continues his studies from memory, without interruption his 
lips moving constantly. From time to time he addresses a word 
to the Piaseczner Rebbe, Rabbi Kalonymos Kalman Shapiro, the 
author of Chovos HaTalmidim, who is sitting opposite him, and 
a subdued discussion on a Torah topic ensues. Talmudic and 
Rabbinic quotations fly back and forth; soon there appear on 
the anvil, -or, to be precise, on the minds and lips of these 
brilliant scholars- the words of Maimonodies and Ravad, the 
author of the Tur, Rama, earlier and later authorities. The 
atmosphere in the factory is filled with the opinions eminent 
scholars, so who cares about the S.S., the German overseers, 
the hunger, suffering, persecution and fear of death? They are 
really sailing in the upper worlds; they’re not sitting in a factory 
on Nowolopie 46, but rather in the Hall of the Sanhedrin…” 
(The Holy Fire by Polen)
The Baal Shem Tov had said, “Wherever a person’s mind is, that is 
where they are entirely.” The mind then is both an extremely useful 
and dangerous tool. This is perhaps where Lot’s wife went wrong. 
She seems to have left her “heart in San Francisco”, as the song 
goes. When she looked back she betrayed her longing for what 
was left behind which was in the process of being destroyed. 
Since this is where her mind was, that’s where she was entirely and 
so she too became a petrified piece of the historical landscape.
With this, maybe now we can try to comprehend what was meant 
by the words spoken to Adam and Chava after they nibbled on 
the fruit of the “Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil” and 
because of what entered their minds they hid. The Almighty 
approached and simply asked, “Where are you?”


