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Mazel Tov!
Mazel Tov to Rabbi and Rebbetzen Stanton on the birth of a 
granddaughter.

Chanuka Shiurim
The second of a series of three shiurim on Chanuka will be given by 
Rabbi Yisroel Aaron Schwalbe on Sunday at 8.00pm in the Shul. Men 
& Ladies welcome.

Help the Minyan
Can we please ask everyone to support the minyanim, especially the 
first Shacharis minyan on Sunday at 7.20am and the weekday Maariv 
minyanim.

We Need Your Help!
We are looking for photos of the shul or shul events over the past 
ten years. Can anyone with photos please email them to 
admin@ohryerushalayim.org.uk

Brothers in Scorn Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

Yaakov's first encounter with his future wife Rachel was significant, 
encompassing varied emotions, each of which merits lengthy 
discussion. Upon greeting her at a well, Yaakov feeds her sheep, kisses 
her, cries, and then identifies himself as the brother of her father. 
(Genesis 29:11-12)

Such classification needs explanation. Yaakov was not a brother of 
Rachel's father Lavan: he was a nephew, the son of Lavan's sister, Rivka.

Why, then, did Yaakov refer to himself as a brother of Lavan? The 
Talmud in Megilah explains that Lavan's notorious reputation preceded 
him. He was nicknamed Lavan HaArami, or Lavan the charlatan. He was 
known not only to be avaricious, but to be unscrupulous as well. 
Yaakov wanted to lay the ground rules with his future bride.

"If your father will act conniving then I am his brother [meaning, I will act 
conniving as well]. However, if he will act honorably I will respond in 
kind."

What needs clarification, however, is why begin a marital relationship 
on such a note. What precedent is Yaakov setting with such a powerful 
declaration?

Rabbi Meir Shapiro (1887-1933) was a leader of Polish Jewry in the 
years before World War II. In addition to being the chief Rabbi of 
Lublin, building and maintaining one of the world's largest and most 
beautiful yeshivos, Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin, he was also one of the 
first Orthodox members of the Polish parliament, the Sejm. He was a 
courageous leader whose vision and unwavering commitment to Torah 
values gained him the respect of Jews and gentiles alike.

During his first weeks as the leader of the Orthodox Jewish 
delegation, Rabbi Shapiro was approached by a Polish 
parliamentary deputy, Professor Lutoslawski, a known anti-
Semite whose devious legislation constantly deprived 
minorities of their civil and economic rights.

Standing in front of a group parliamentarians in the halls of the 
Sejm, the depraved deputy began. "Rabbi," he shouted, a sly 
smile spreading across his evil face. "I have a wonderful new 
way for Jews to make a living -- they can skin dead dogs."

Without missing a beat Rabbi Shapiro shot back. "Impossible, 
their representatives would never allow it."

The Professor looked puzzled. "Whose representatives? The 
Jews'?"

"No," smiled Rav Meir, "the dogs' deputies."

Flustered, the vicious bigot tried one more. "Well, my dear 
Rabbi," he continued sarcastically. "Do you know that on the 
entrance gate of the city of Schlesien there is an inscription, 'to 
Jews and dogs entrance forbidden?'"

Rabbi Meir just shrugged his shoulders. "If so, I guess we will 
never be able to visit that city together."

Needless to say, nary an anti-Semitic word was ever pointed 
in Rabbi Meir's direction again.

Yaakov knew that to initiate his destiny in the confines of a hostile 
environment he should proclaim the rules loud and clear. He 
would not allow himself to be swayed, duped, or connived by 
even the master of deception and ridicule, Lavan the charlatan. In 
forging the household that would be the basis
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for Jewish pride and eternity, Yaakov had to make it clear to his future 
bride that he too could play hardball. He sent a message of pride and 
awareness to his descendants. Though this Jew who sat in the tent 
would enter his new environment with brotherly love, if he needed to, 
he could just as well be a brother in scorn.

As Long as the Candle is Burning       Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

"And he (Jacob) said to them, 'The day is yet great! It is not time to 
gather in the herds! Allow the sheep to drink and then and take them 
to pasture.'" (Breishis 29:7)

Of all the things in the universe, why does the Holy Torah tell us about 
Jacob's seemingly banal conversation with the shepherds? Why do we 
need to know that he urged them to not just laze around but to get 
busy with the business of shepherding?

In a similar spirit, it's told that Rabbi Yisrael Salanter zt"l once noticed an 
elderly shoe-maker working late into the night by the light of a small 
flickering flame. Reb Yisrael approached him and after engaging in 
conversation eventually registered his criticism. The old Jew 
understood that it looked as if work had overtaken his life but he 
answered back and said, "As long as the candle is burning there's still 
time to work and repair!"

When Reb Yisrael heard these words they went into his heart like an 
arrow. Here he came to offer a rebuke and he was struck with such a 
powerful aphorism in disguise. He was heard for weeks afterwards 
pacing in his room crying and repeating the words, "As long as the 
candle is burning there is still time to work and repair."

When the Dubner Maggid was asked why answered every question 
with a parable he is reported to have said, "I'll tell you a parable!"- In a 
certain town there was a person named Emes-Truth that always 
created a stir wherever he went because he was naked. There was 
always some sort of strong reaction to his presence and by most he 
was deemed a nuisance.

He had an old friend named Moshol-Parable who approached him 
one day and explained, "So many people are disturbed by your 
appearance. I have a helpful suggestion. If you were to wear one my 
suits then I think people will tolerate you, understand you, and even 
accept you." So it was that Emes- Truth put on one of Moshol-Parable's 
fine suits and he was able to be found mingling comfortably amongst 
the citizenry of the town, and his message could be heard.

It seems to be a part of human psychology that when faced with raw 
truth we all tend to shrink and hide. However, when we see it dressed 
up in a story or a metaphor we can afford to agree to the lesson 
before deciding first if it makes us uncomfortable. Reading about 
somebody else's foibles educates without tripping alarms, by artfully 
bypassing the defense mechanisms.

When we study Jacob's astounding record of industry and his 
achievement in life it seems so absurd in contrast when confronting a 
scene where people are sitting idle in the midst of a day- in the midst 
of life. Jacob's soul calls out in protest. He works heroically long and 
difficult days and nights for the sake of honestly fulfilling his duties to 
Lavan while responsibly raising a large and noble family which is to be 
the foundation of the Jewish Nation. Look at what can be done with 
time.

If the Torah would have just said, "Don't be lazy!" "Do something with 
your life!"-we would have dodged it like a bullet. However watching it 
unfold dramatically before our eyes alerts us to the idea that there is yet 
plenty to learn and much do in this world as long as the candle is 
burning.
Stairway to Heaven  Rabbi Yaakov Menken (Torah.org)

"And he dreamed, and behold a ladder was implanted in the ground, 
and its top reached into the heavens, and behold Angels of G-d were 
ascending and descending upon it." [28:12]

Rav Avraham Zalmans interprets this verse homiletically, using it as a 
parable to describe people as they strive to perfect themselves 
and their natures.
He is hardly alone, of course, in using a parable of a ladder to 
define our existence -- we must always work to go up, say our 
Sages, and if a person merely tries to remain where he or she is, 
then gravity is going to act to pull a person down. But Rav Zalmans, 
a leader in the Mussar (ethical development) movement, derives 
three tremendous insights from this verse.

First of all, just as a ladder has many rungs which a person must use 
to support himself, a person attempting to improve his or her 
character cannot simply leap blindly. Everything comes in steps, in 
stages. One must learn and use the rules of ethical behavior laid 
out in Jewish Law, and adopt specific practices for improvement.

A person who simply says "I'm never going to gossip again!" will 
probably fail within days, and may well give up on the attempt. 
But, especially thanks to the Chofetz Chaim, we have today a shelf-
full of books on the laws of gossip, practical examples, lessons for 
guarding speech in everyday life... you name it, Judaism has it. And 
thanks to the Chofetz Chaim Heritage Foundation and others, we 
have programs to adopt certain hours of the day for special care 
in this area.
These, say Rav Avraham Zalmans, are the rungs of the ladder. What 
fool would ignore the rungs, and attempt to drag himself up the 
left-hand pole of the ladder by his hands? And how far would he 
get?
Second, a ladder cannot stand unless it is leaning against a high 
place. A person needs models, paragons of ethical conduct, and 
preferably people up at the next stage of the ladder who are able 
to guide one upwards. A person must not look down, or fear cat-
calls from people below who would rather he or she not strive for 
such things as good character (gossips love company!). Instead, 
one needs to look up towards the top, relying upon the ladder 
and the high place upon which it leans.

And finally, if a person encounters difficulties, if he or she slips 
back or falls past a broken rung -- all is not lost. One must catch 
hold of the next rung, and start moving again. This is normal. It is 
even the path of those who are like Angels of G-d -- truly 
righteous people. They are not perfect, standing at the top of the 
ladder. Rather, they go upwards, and then they even go down a 
bit... and then they resume.

Too often, people try to achieve perfection overnight. It doesn't 
work that way. It's a slow process, and slipping back is even a 
natural part of that. The trick is to not be discouraged, to not give 
up, to not slide back down. This is how we can rise above our 
current state, and reach our goals!

When You’ve Got It, Don’t Flaunt It
Rabbi Chaim Flom (Torah.org)

"You shouldn't whine about getting a 99 on the final instead of a 
100 in front of students who got 50's and 60's."

"Let them study harder, and besides, who tells them to be jealous."

"And Rochel saw that she was not having any children... And 
Rochel envied her sister (who had a few children)." (Biraishis 30:1) 
Of course, jealousy is not good ( right now, I will just say, see the 
Messillas Yeshorim / The Path of the Just or the Orchos Tzaddikim 
/The Way of the Righteous for ideas of how to not feel jealousy), 
but it IS a "normal" human trait. Therefore, we should always be 
sensitive to others' feelings and not cause them to feel jealous. (I'm 
not saying to earn less money or have lower grades or not to try 
having wonderful children, but not everything must be flaunted.)

Always try making others feel good !!


