O“OWUN |01 ‘2 - X77'l YIS NIY — 28th March 2009

aIo 71n

Mazel Tov to Colin Rich on the occasion of his engagement to
Tzippy Isaacson

Pesach Shiur

The Rov’s shiur for ladies on the subject of Pesach continues on
Tuesday at 8.30pm at 48 Waterpark Road.

npnn N> Shiur

The second in a series of two shiurim by Rabbi Stanton on the
subject of nnpnn no1a takes place this Sunday at 8pm in the Shul.
There will be a minyan for Maariv before at 7.30pm.

yYpnh NOn

The Rov will be available for ypn non by prior arrangement or in
Shul after davenning.

['O'n NIYD

The Rov will be collecting for local families to cover the expenses
associated with Pesach. Please contact the Rov for further details

Absolute Power Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

This week we begin the Book of Leviticus, the third Book of the
Pentateuch which deals primarily with the laws of the kohanim and the
sacrificial service in the holy Sanctuary. Although this weekly bulletin is
too brief and cursory to expound upon the deep and difficult
significance of sacrifices, there clearly are many lessons that could e
garnered from many of the nuances and expressions which the Torah
uses to describe the offerings.

It is interesting to note the varied expressions concerning the koroon
chatas, the sin-offering. The Torah discusses a variety of individuals who
unfortunately sin. They must bring a koroon chatas or asham a sin-
offering. In describing the unfortunate incidence of sin, the Torah does
not use a definitive word to describe the circumstance that caused a
need for penitence. Instead it talks about the circumstance in terms of
hopeful uncertainty: "If an individual person from amonsg the people of
the land shall sin unintentionally" (Leviticus 4:27); "If the anointed Kohen
will sin, oringing guilt upon the people" (Leviticus 4:3); "If the entire
assembly of Israel shall err, and a matter became obscured from the
eyes of the congregation" (Leviticus 4:13).

However when referring to the nasi, the ruler or prince of the nation,
the Torah does not choose the tentative words ki or im which denote
an uncertainty, rather it uses the definitive, asher. "When a ruler sins, and
transgresses one from among all the commandments of Hashem that
may not be done unintentionally -- and becomes guilty.

Why, when it comes to the ruler, does the Torah use the definitive term,
when the ruler sins, yet, when referring to the sins of the common man,
kohen, or even the entire assembly, it uses the tentative words, "if they
shall sin"? Second, the verse seems to be phrased with a strange
syntax. Instead of stating "when a ruler sins, and commits one from

among all the commandments of Hashem that may not be done
unintentionally and becomes guilty, the Torah should use proper
grammar and state: "When a ruler unintentionally sins, and commits one
from among all the commandments of Hashem that may not be done
and becomes guilty."

From the strange juxtaposition it seems that the ruler transgressed a
crime so egregious that people do not even transgress unintentionally.
Canthatbe?

Charles Maurice de Talleyrand, the French foreign minister under
Napoleon, led a complex life. Lame as a child, excommunicated by the
pope, a supporter of the French revolutionaries, he sought refuge in
England and later in the fledgling United States. He finally rose to power
when he was appointed French foreign ministerin 1797.

After those tumultuous years, one would have expected that the
appointment would have prompted caution and humble
responsibility. This was not the case. Upon receiving news that he was
named minister of foreign affairs he flew into transports of joy.
According to Gerald Tomlinson, in his coach he crowed repeatedly to
his friend. “I'm now Minister of Foreign Affairs! Minister of Foreign Affairs!
Il make an immense fortune out of it! Truly animmense fortune!"

Rabbi Naftali Zvi Yehuda Berlin explains that the Torah makes prescient
predictions about a ruler's rise to power. Unfortunately the question all
too often is not if a ruler will go wrong, but rather when. And so the
Torah uses a definitive expression "when the ruler will sin." And the type
of misdeed is also alluded to.

There are certain infractions we may accidentally overlook and there
are those that we would not do even under the most dire of
circumstances. Yet the Torah tells us that "when the ruler will sin" it is
possible that the type of sin will not be a mere infraction of a minor

The Week Ahead
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Candle Lighting No later than 6.20pm
Mincha 6.25pm

Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

w7 |PT 910 9.02am

Mincha 1%/ 2" Minyan 1.30pm / 6.220m
Rov's Mishnayos Shiur 6.52pm

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 7.20pm

Sunday 1%/ 2™ Minyan 7.90am / 8.20am
Monday / Thursday 7.10am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday ~ 7.20am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 7.30pm

Shabbos Next Week 7.33pm
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crime, it may also be a sin that is so heinous that it is the type of mistake
that "would not (even) be done unintentionally.”

And so the Torah clarifies for us that old adage made famous by Britain's
Lord Acton who in aletter to Bishop Mandell Creighton, in 1887 stated,
"Power tends to corrupt. Absolute power corrupts absolutely!

Torah Education - Caught Not Taught

Raboboi Chaim Dovid Green (Torah.org)

Jewish education is an issue which generates much thought and
discussion. Much has been written about the subject. It isAwvas very
common in traditional circles to start learning Torah with youns children
with Leviticus. Consequently, this parsha sparks discussion amons the
commentaries about Torah education for children.

The underlying issue, which is clear from the commentaries, is that
children are profoundly impressed by the things that their parents are
passionate about. This applies for both good and for bad. For instance,
what a child sees his parent get upset over, makes a strong impression
on him. If the traffic slows down to the parent's dissatisfaction, and the
parent gets irate and puts everyone's life in danger with the short stops
and fancy maneuvers to get past the offending drivers, the child learns
from that what matters to the parent.

On the other hand, if a child sees that a parent conducts himself with
patience and self-control, then the child will take note of this, and it will
take its place in his subconscious. The child will attribute value to these
character traits.

There is a story about a righteous man who lived in Northern Israel. He
would bring his son to shul (synagogue) at communal prayer times.
Another congregant would do the same. This second congregant
would constantly pester his son to e sure to look in the prayer book,
and say all of the words, whereas the righteous man would sit with his
son beside him intently concentrating on his own prayers. One day the
congregant asked the the righteous man as follows. "Why aren't you
educating your child to pray properly? You just let him sit there in shul
and you ignore him. How will he learn to pray properly?" The righteous
man replied, "l am educating my child to pray. | am accomplishing this
by praying the right way, and setting that example for my son. As he
grows he will emulate this example. You, on the other hand, think you
are educating your son correctly by pestering him incessantly. All you
are teaching him to do is ignore his own prayers. He will in turn pester
his own children in the same way."

It's clear that if being Jewish is important to us, and we want it to be
important to our children, we must show them that it's important.

There was once a man who was a mason by trade. He had a son whom
he was sending to study with the local melamed (Torah teacher). The
man was behind in his payments to the melamed, and because of his
own poverty the melamed would be forced to drop this man's son, so

Brainteacers

Here is this week's brainteaser based on the sedra:

What is the connection between the
number of pesukim in the sedra and
the first word of it?

Answer Next Week ...

Last Week’s Answer:

1. Last year we had none. This year we have all
seven, except in Israel where there are only six

The answer is double sedras. Last year was a leap year hence
none. This year back we have all seven thousgh in lsrael they
have Chukas and Balok as two separate sedras, hence they only
have six doubles.

he could take on a regularly paying customer. Unfortunately, there was
a shortage of bricks at the time, and the mason was getting little work
done. He had heard that a rich man was looking for someone who
would build a brick oven for him. (The brick oven was used for both
cooking and heating.) This mason then took on the job. Having no
bricks available to him, he set out to carefully dismantle his own brick
oven which he then used to build the customer's oven. The proceeds
were given to the melamed to pay for his son's studiies. It was a very
cold winter in the mason's house that year. Nevertheless, the mason's
priorities couldn't be clearer. The impression this act left on his son
stayed with him, and it was the foundation of all that he achieved later
oninhislife.

We must always know that we can't live in a vacuum. If we are not giving
the values of Torah and Mitzva observance to our children, than other
values will take their place. There is certainly no shortage of negative
influences in the various forms of popular media. Inevitably, children
emulate these examples, and instead of being raised with the attitudes
we would hope to convey, they emulate popular figures whose lives
leave much to be desired. Is that what we really want?

The Torah has been the educational priority for Jews for literally
thousands of years. It has successfully formed in us a desire for
scholarship and great accomplishment. We are known as the people
of the book. Which book has that saying always referred to? Torah has
truly been an elevating factor for our nation. Let us not relegate it to the
past. Make quality Torah education for children your priority.

Self Sacrifice Rabbi Shiomo Jarcaign(Torah.org)
The Torah mandates and details the procedures for bringing kortbanos
in the Mishkan. In a variety of circumstances - daily and seasonal
offerings brousht at specified times, thankssgiving offerings that
demonstrate our appreciation of G-d’'s grace, and sin offerings to
atone for various transgressions - we are told to kill them and offer them
as “gifts” to the Almighty. Why would G-d want us to take the creatures
He chose to create and destroy them? Why is this the prescrioed form
of Divine Service for such a wide array of occasions and
circumstances? Are they merely self-preserving sacrifices?

Maharal explains that the purpose of korbanos is to helio us maintain the
proper perspective of “who” G-d is and how He relates to the world.
In His infinity, G-d is beyond all physicality. When creatures die, they
return to the realm of existence which is removed from the physical,
they return to their spiritual essence, reconnecting with Him. Everything
in the Universe is comparatively nothing in relationship to Him. When
korbanos are brought, there is recognition that this creature, indeed all
of creation, is temporal and is eventually returning to its source.

Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler explains that the purpose of this world is to reveal
G-d’s Glory. His kindness, mercy, and justice are manifest throughout
the length and breadth of our lives. We facilitate their revelation through
our emulation of His traits. But there is higher revelation that transcends
these; the revelation that all of creation is virtually nothing relative to
Him. The most compelling expression that everything in the world is null
and void, vis-a-vis G-d, is to sacrifice oneself. But G-d does not want
this; it is contrary to the human'’s role in the world. Man was given the
gift of free will; through the choices he makes he assists in the revelation
of G-d’s presence. Kiling him eliminates all of those potential
revelations, which can only be made by him. In contrast, the entire
purpose of animals is to be used by mankind to aid us in our revealing
G-d’s greatness. We offer kortbanos on these various occasions to
remind us of who we are and what our unique role is in thisworld. On a
daily basis we recognize the unique blessing that accompanies the
dawn of a new day. The arrival of a holiday heralds the recognition of
His unfathomable kindness and the accompanying national miracles,
and there are times when we are cosgnizant of His personal
providence. All these moments of gratitude compel us to focus, to
realize that His kindnesses exist to facilitate our fulfiiment of our role.
Similarly, when we transgress, we recognize we were remiss with the
responsibility of using our free will to carry out that role.

Passover, our Sages teach us, is the season of freedom, which begs the
guestion: Freedom to accomplish what?
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