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I NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES

Men’s Shiur

The final Shiur in a series of three by Rabbi Kupetz on the subject
of Megillas Esther takes place this Sunday night. The Shiur takes
place after the second Minyan for Maariv at 8.00pm.

Taanis Esther

The times for Purim will be included in next week’s newsletter.

ANDX NYN commences at 4.35am and ends at 6.59pm
I' NEWS ... LATEST NEWS ... LATES

A Complete Recovery Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)

He called to Moshe, and HASHEM spoke to him from the Tent of
Meeting, saying, “Speak to the Children of Israel and say to them;
‘When a man from (amongst) you brings an offering to HASHEM
from animals- from the cattle or from the flock shall you bring
your offering.” (Vayikra 1:1-2)

When a man sacrifices from you: When a man sacrifices, it should
be from your essence, with verbal confession and ultra-humility.
“We will pay with the bulls of our lips” (Referring to prayer) “The
sacrifice to G-d is a broken spirit” (Tehilim 51), because
HASHEM does not desire the foolish to come close without
having subjugated themselves first. .. (Seforno)

The Seforno emphasizes the central point in presenting a
Korbon and that is as our sages have said, “The Merciful One
wants the heart!” Even in prayer, “the bulls of our lips”, whichis all
that’s actionable nowadays from the institution of sacrifices, true
devotion makes the recital of words work. Verbosity alone is
comparable to writing a check. If there is no money in the bank
to back it up the paper is worthless. The impact of the petitioner
is limited to the depth of the sincerity of his heart.

It was after Kol Nidre on Yom Kippur night, the holiest time
of the year, two years ago. One of the congregants, tugged
on my Kittle insisting he had a story he needed to tell. The
story begins fifteen years earlier in a New York area suburb.
This man tells me his daughter was getting engaged in
Florida and so he and his daughters and other family
members traveled with him to celebrate. Only his wife
remained back home to care for the grandchildren. While
they were away, a knock came to the door and three men
with hoods brandishing weapons forced their way into the
house. They threatened his wife and pushed her around
and made her open the safe from which they took all her
jewelry and many thousands of dollars-worth of valuables.
Afterward they handcuffed her to the banister. They left
and were never caught.

That’s not the end of the story though. Why, | wondered was
he telling me this now? Fifteen years later, between Rosh
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HaShana and Yom Kippur, just a few days earlier, his wife
received a mysterious call. There on the other end of the
phone was a Rabbi and another gentleman that had an
urgent message he needed to convey. Who was it? It was
none other than one of the three invaders from that terrible
day fifteen years earlier. The Rabbi explained that although
he was a young man, he suffered a stroke and he’s begging
for forgiveness. He gets on the phone and begins with one
word, all he can muster to speak, “Mechilal”.

They wife answers him, “It’s you! | should call the police on
you! Where's the money? Where’s my jewelry? Where are
the other two bums?” All he can answer is his pathetic
refrain, “Mechila!” She berated him, “What is this, some kind
of word game!? You say “Mechila” and | say “Forgiven!” and
suddenly all's well?! No! | refuse to play!” She
understandably denied him what he sought. (At this point in
his story | began to realize that | know who this fellow is. |
had visited him in jail for almost eight years. He had been a
guest in my house many times. | had heard that he had had a
stroke subsequently. | was certain that it was him!)

She called up her daughter, who is a therapist, to ask her
what she should have done and her daughter boldly
recommended that she confront him. Amazingly, a meeting
was set up. There she saw the poor- pathetic fellow face to
face and she gave him the lecture of his life as she described
in rich detail the sheer terror of the incident as it unfolded
and the emotional scars that she has born since. In the
middle of her rant he burst into a torrent of tears and

The Week Ahead
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Candle Lighting and Shabbos 5.50pm

Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos 5.55pm

Seder Halimud 8.40am

Shacharis 9.00am

{7 DT 9I0 9.95am

Mincha 1st Minyan / 2nd Minyan ~ 1.30pm / 5.40pm
Rov’s Mishnayos Shiur 5.10pm

Maariv & Motzei Shabbos 6.55pm

Sunday 1st/2nd Minyan 7.15am / 8.20am
Monday 7.10am

Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 7.20am

Thursday "nox nnayn 7.00am

Mincha & Maariv All Week 6.00pm

Late Maariv Minyan 8.00pm

Mincha & Maariv Next Shabbos  6.08pm (Shabbos 6.03pm)
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1. What is done with a n'7iy a7, after the blood has been
thrown asgainst the nam?

9. What is done to a baked nnan?

3. Which two types of food may not be burnt on the nam?

4. Which types of animals may be brought as a om7w [a1j77?

5. What is done with the body of the bull brought by a |
7172 @S @ NRLN AN77?

6. For which three types of ninay does a person have to
bring a T A7y [an7?

7. Describe five ways in which a person can have in his
possession something which doesn’t belong to him.

H. Where else will you find the last two oij7ioo of the nnvon?

pleaded repeatedly, “Mechilal” At that moment her heart
turned around and she told him, “| feel so sorry for you!
Look at you! You've suffered so much! You lost your health.
You're so broken! Not only am | willing to forgive you now
but | want to give you a Brocho! May HASHEM grant you a
complete recovery!”

An Alternative for Animal Sacrifices rabbiBeren Wein (Torah.org)
The parsha of Vayikra concerns itself with the topic of kodshim -
animal sacrifices which constituted the core service of the
kohanim/priests and the people of Israel in the Mishkan and later
in the Temple in Jerusalem. Much ink has flowed and much
human genius has been expended to attempt to explain and
rationalize the nature of this type of service and why, somehow,
it should be found as being pleasing in the eyes of the Lord.
Regarding the sacrifices of animals on the altar by Abel and
Noach in the book of Bereshith, we see that their offerings were
received with Divine favor. But the entire issue, as to how killing an
animal somehow might expiate a human sin and bring
forgiveness to that, is mysterious, especially from the perspective
of current Western values. It would be foolish to deal with this
issue as far greater people than me have been reticent to go
there. Suffice it to say that we must treat this area of kodshim as
being on a plane and level of beyond human understanding and
appreciation.

But just as in the physical world there are so many things that work
and we cannot explain why they should work, so too in this
spiritual realm of kodshim we have to accept that animal
sacrifices somehow do accomplish their Torah purpose - even
though we are unable to understand why this should be true.
Judaism is a faith of rational thought and moral values. But, itis also
a faith of mystery and other-world spirituality. It is this
combination of wisdom and truth that make Judaism so unique.
The Torah presupposes human error and sin to be a constant.
Even the most righteous person is not truly free of sin. Yet,
Judaism does not foster any idea of "original sin." It believes that
we are born with noble souls and enter this world unsullied.
Nevertheless, it also recognizes human nature - and that it can
become cruel, violent, lustful and sinful even from an early age.
The Torah, of necessity, must provide a mechanism to cleanse
one's soul once more if the person has sinned. This mechanism is
kodshim. With the absence of the Temple that mechanism has
morphed into prayer, sood deeds, and true repentance for
wrongs committed. The goal is the same - to reintroduce into our
lives a sense of holiness and higher purpose. It teaches us that we
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Parasha
Snapshots

Hashe Id Moshe to teach Bnei The most basic Gift Offering is fine
ashem to'¢ vosne to teach nei flour with oil and frankincense.

Yisrael about the different sacrifices.

Salt is added to Gift Offerings
and to all other sacrifices.

Someone who offers a Bumnt Offering
places his hands on the animal’s head,
and his sins are forgiven.

For a Gift Offering of first fruits, one

The priest burns the entire Burnt Offering k .
offers tender corn roasted on a fire.

on the Altar, and it is a sacrifice with a
pleasant odour for Hashem.

can right wrongs and repair broken hopes and hearts.

The details of kodshim as written in the Torah and, as expounded
and expanded in the Mishna and Taimud, are like the mysterious
formulae and equations used by physicists and chemistry
professors that are unintelligible to the ordinary man on the street
but nevertheless work and accomplish their stated functions and
goals. We have to find our way without the Temple being present,
without these formulae and equations to help us to cleanse
ourselves. The Torah has provided us with an alternate route to
arrive at that goal. We should constantly exploit these
opportunities - prayer, good deeds, honest repentance, and
improvement. Then our lips will truly replace the kodshim that we
no longer have.
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