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News This Week

“”את מקדשי תיראו

aeh lfn

The Remo in ˆ` ˆrq g"v ˆq dlitz zekld adds on to the words of the
Mechaber concerning the prohibition of y`x zelw, light headedness
and frivolity in the zqpkd zia. “And it is therefore forbidden to kiss one’s
young children in Shul in order to instill in him and them that there is no
love greater than to love d"awd”.
There are those opinions who quote R’ Moshe Feinstein l"vf that this
xeq` only applies at the time of Davenning whereas at other times it is
allowed. Similarly the Minhag of Sefardim who kiss their father’s hand
after his Aliya is certainly permitted.

Mazel Tov to Dovid and Hadassah Freedman on the occasion of Ari’s Bar
Mitzvah this Shabbos.
Mazel Tov to Michael and Dina Freedman on the birth of a granddaughter
to Tzvi Dovid and Yehudis Freedman in Israel

Notes From The Rov

Although this Shabbos is Shabbos Mevorchin (remember Haftorah
‘Mochor Chodes’), we do say Av Horachamim and the Mi Sheberach of
the Tosfos Yom Tov.
Remember also there’s no Tachanun all week.
Early reminder for Eruv Tavshilin!

Chaim Aruchim

We wish the Rov Chaim Aruchim, for the Yahrtzeit of his mother, this
Shabbos 28th Iyyar
We apologize for any errors or omissions.
Background Checkout Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)
The Book of Numbers begins with the Torah’s command to take a census of
the Jewish Nation. Each male over twenty years old from every tribe was to
be counted. However, the tribe of Levi was singled out to remain uncounted
in the national census. “You shall not count the tribe of Levi, and you shall not
take a census of them from among the Children of Israel” (Numbers 1:49). Levi
was indeed counted, separately and differently. Its children were counted
from a month old as opposed to twenty years old. They were counted at a
separate occasion, and their numbers were not included in the national
census. Why did Levi merit such distinctive treatment? The Midrash tells us
that Hashem specially designated them. They were considered as the King’s
special legions. During the sin of the Golden Calf, when so many of their
fellow Jews served the idol, the tribe of Levi was stalwart in its opposition.
Therefore Levi was chosen to serve in the Temple in the place of the firstborns, who were originally designated to perform the service. The Midrash
quotes the Al-mighty. “The Levites made themselves close to me, and I will
be close to them.”
The Chidushei HaRim, Rabbi Yisrael Meir Alter of Gur, is bothered. “Surely,
there were some other Jews who did not serve the Golden Calf. Why, then,
was Levi singled out to serve in the Mishkan? Why didn’t Hashem select
anyone who did not serve the Golden Calf?”
Adam Parker Glick, President of the Jack Parker Corporation, told me the
following story:
Not too long after Nikita Khrushchev’s rise to power in the former Soviet Union
in the 1950s, he addressed a large gathering of the communist faithful. He
began to excoriate the crimes and misdeeds of his predecessor, Joseph
Stalin, and promised a new era of freedom and civility. As he was decrying
the purges, crackdowns, and horrific crimes of his predecessor, all of a
sudden a meek voice from the back of the room was heard.
“Mr. Chairman, where were you when all this was happening? Why didn’t you
say something?”
It was apparent that Khrushchev heard the question. His face turned red as he
retorted in a menacing voice, “Who said that?”
Silence.
He screamed louder. “Who is the one who asked that? I want to see him
NOW!”
A dead silence filled the room. No one moved.
Then a sly smile spread over Khrushchev’s face. He looked toward the back
of the large room. In slow and calculated staccato spurts he began to shout,

The Rov `"hily

“I know exactly where you are! I know exactly where you are standing!” The
nervous silence was unbearable, as the large audience awaited the fate of
the poor man.
“I know where you are standing,” repeated the feared leader of the world’s
largest communist country.
“You are standing in the exact spot that I stood when Stalin used to make his
speeches!”
The Chidushei HaRim explains that Levi did much more than passively not
serve the idol. When Moshe cried Whoever is on the side of Hashem join
with me!” the only collective group who responded were the Levites.
Many Jews may have refrained from worshipping the calf, the Gerer Rebbe
explains, but only those who stood up and protested deserve to direct the
spirituality of the nation. While silence may sometimes remove the cloak of
culpability, it will never crown you with the strength of leadership.

When It Really Counts

Rabbi Pinchas Winston (Torah.org)

G-d spoke to Moshe in the Sinai Desert, in the Tent of Meeting on the first day
of the second month, in the second year after the exodus from the land of
Egypt, saying… (Bamidbar 1:1)
ONCE AGAIN THE Torah is going to count the Jewish people, and Rashi
explains why:
Because they were dear to Him, He counted them often. When they left
Egypt, He counted them (Shemos 12:37); when [many] fell because [of the
sin] of the golden calf, He counted them to know the number of the survivors
(Shemos 32:28); when He came to cause His Divine Presence to rest among
them, He counted them. On the first of Nissan, the Mishkan was erected, and
on the first of Iyar, He counted them.

Davening Times
xacna zyxt zay

oeiq oikxan

Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos
Candle Lighting
Shacharis
y"w onf seq
1st Mincha
2nd Mincha
3rd Mincha
Motzei Shabbos
Sun Rosh Chodesh
Mon / Thurs
Tues / Wed / Fri
Mincha & Maariv
Late Maariv

7.25pm
7.34pm-7.50pm
9.15am
9.01am
2.00pm
6.00pm
9.21pm
10.26pm
7.00am / 8.00am
6.45am / 7.10am / 8.00am
6.45am / 7.20am / 8.00am
7.45pm
10.25pm
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I don’t know if it is only me (though I doubt it), but every time I see this Rashi,
or even just think of it, I see the tattooed numbers of Holocaust victims. I can’t
seem to shake it. It just always comes to my mind, along with this creepy-sad
feeling. Until the Holocaust, this Rashi was a cause for celebration. Since it is
a reminder of what it means to be counted for bad.
But don’t make the mistake of thinking that the numbers on the arms of
Holocaust victims canceled out this Rashi. They didn’t. On the contrary, they
give incredible modern-day credence to an ancient concept, that G-d
counts His people. The VERY hard part is figuring out where the love was
between 1942-45.
In last week’s parsha, we read the blessings and the curses. It has always
struck me how the curses are the flip side of the blessings. They are the
blessings in reverse, not just bad things that happen to the Jewish people for
disobedience. It’s almost as if the Torah is saying, “This was supposed to be
for your good. Instead, you’ve made it for your bad.”
Some time back, I found out that, Kabbalistically, this is true. The curses are
not just punishments. They are, in fact, the good that G-d had intended for
us, had we been worthy of it. If we proved to be unworthy, that good had to
go somewhere. And it did, to our enemies, to be used against us.
This is a concept I have mentioned before. Though we may not be anxious
for redemption, G-d is. It may not matter that much to us, that the Temple has
yet to be rebuilt, and that the Shechinah lacks a “permanent” home inside of
it. But it matters to G-d…A LOT! Regardless of our apathy, He is constantly
trying to kickstart our redemption, by giving us what we spiritually need to
make it happen.
This heavenly help can take many forms, but all of it is the result of extra
spiritual energy. It’s above and beyond what the Jewish people and the
world require to maintain a temporal world. And if people tune in to it, they
can find themselves unusually inspired to redemption-like things and have
uncanny success.
The question is, what happens when the extra energy does not get used by
the Jewish people? Does it just go back to Heaven?
Unfortunately not. Someone else will end up using this energy for something
else. In fact, the Age of Enlightenment and the Industrial Revolution were
more than progress. was At that time, this energy was put in the world for the
Jewish people to use, to reveal Torah on deep levels, in preparation for the
Final Redemption. We didn’t do it, so the energy went elsewhere and was
used by some very bright people to modernize the Western world’s thinking.
Based upon this, it should be possible to look at the extraordinary bad that
has happened to the Jewish people, and figure what the same thing might
have been, for good. Just as the Torah did back in Parashas Bechukosai, when
it showed both the positive and negative side of the blessings, we should be
able to look at the numbering of the Jewish people, and at least guess what
that might have been, had the same energy been used by the Jewish people
for the sake of redemption.
It is hard to do. First of all, it is certainly a very sensitive topic. Secondly, we
don’t have enough great spiritual clarity that we can figure out such things
these days with significant accuracy. But, perhaps by looking again at Rashi
above, we can find something that might be a clue.
From Rashi, it seems that G-d doesn’t just count the Jewish people like
someone who likes to count their money, just to enjoy how much they have.
G-d seems to count the Jewish people like someone who has LOST a lot of
money and wants to know how much He has left. Every soul matters to Him,
and even though He COULD save all of them if He wanted to, often it would
be breaking the rules of Creation, which He does not want to do.
I used to think that the numbers on the arms of all the Nazi victims were to tell
us what we could have had, and didn’t, and about how a blessing became
a curse. We had been working towards returning to Eretz Yisroel since the
Vilna Gaon’s time at the end of the 1700s, but 200 years later we still chose
to remain in Europe. Rather than be counted for good on Jewish soil, we
were counted for evil on foreign European soil.
There is truth to that, as we saw how the European exile came to an abrupt
and horrible end, while the building of Eretz Yisroel followed immediately
after, quite miraculously. But now I think that it is more than that. It is G-d
letting us know that as much as it looks as if He abandoned His people in
their time of need, He has kept track of each and every one, even those the
Nazis could not get to imprint with numbers. It was His way of telling us after
the inhuman slaughter of Jews ended, He counted every survivor to see how
many precious souls of His remained, out of His great love for the Jewish
people.
Love? GREAT love? Many would question this and say, “Tough love is one
thing. But a Holocaust? That is something altogether different!”

It is not for us to say. We are those who did not know the horrors of the
Holocaust. We have questioned G-d’s love, about a lot less, so how can we
explain how the Holocaust was a function of G-d’s love, even though it had
to have been.
What is amazing is that the people who DID see and experience the
devastating evils of the Holocaust…who did lose family members, or their
entire family between 1942 and 1945, and could have emerged from the
smoke and ashes with their love of G-d intact, and their belief in His love as
strong as ever. THEY are the only ones with the right to speak about it. How
did they manage that?
I’m not sure that even THEY know. And I’m not sure that it was a function of
what they learned in school…or even in yeshivah. I think an unquestionable
and unshakable love of G-d is something a child gets from their parents
during the earliest of years before the child is even able to fathom Who G-d
is, or that He always loves them, and why they should love Him back.
As the rabbis point out, the mitzvah to honor one’s parents is on the side of
the tablets commanding mitzvos between man and G-d. Seemingly honoring
one’s parents is a mitzvah between man and man, so what is it doing on
G-d’s side of the tablets?
The rabbis answer that it is one’s ability to honor and fear their parents, which
makes possible their future honor and fear of G-d. If a child does not learn
how to do the first one, then they will certainly have trouble honoring and
fearing other authority figures, especially G-d, Whom they cannot see.
The same is true of love of G-d. Though the Rambam describes how one can
gain a love of G-d just by appreciating Creation and all that G-d has done, we
see that the vast majority of people do not. Why not? There can be a few
answers. One of them can easily be, that they never learned unconditional
trust and love in their home during their formative years. Too often they felt
betrayed, abandoned, and those are feelings that are hard to escape the rest
of one’s life.
But one can overcome such setbacks, still work on and increase their love of
G-d, and learn to believe in G-d’s love despite their emotional setbacks. A
good starting point, or at least reinforcement, is Rashi’s statement above.
Regardless of what happens to us, we have to know that we always count to
G-d, because He loves us beyond our imagination.
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