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News This Week
Kiddush This Shabbos

There is a kiddush after Davening this week sponsored by Eliezer and Sara
Issler in honour of Penina’s Bas Mitzva - Mazel Tov!

Ladies Pre-Shavuos Event

The ladies committee invite you for some a Pre-Shavous inspiration by Mrs
Esther Hoffner with milky refreshments (Kindly sponsored by Brackmans)
@ 8.30pm on Sunday 2nd June at the home of Yael Black,118 Nevile Road.
Looking forward to seeing you.

Shavuos Newsletter

We are pleased to announce that we are working on a bumper newsletter
for Shavuos with Divrei Torah submitted by members. To book your spot
please contact Boruch Michaels: boruchmichaels@gmail.com, text/whatsapp
07419747766

Kabolas Hatorah @ Ohr Yerushalayim

There will be a learning program 1 hour before Mincha on Shabbos and both
days Yom Tov. 40 mins learning followed by 20 min Shiur. Arrange your own
chavrusa or put your name down on the list in the foyer.Details of Sugya to
follow

Siyum Mishnayos

Once again we will have a Siyum Mishanyos the Shabbos after Shavuos. This
year we will be learning Sedorim Mo’ed and Noshim. Members and their
sons are encouraged to learn Mishnayos individually or B’Chavrusa, please
put your name on the list on the notice wall in the foyer.

War and Peas

				
Dani Epstein
On the 27th of March 1945 Rifleman Khan bowed his head sombrely as his
Battalion Commander commander draped a medal around his neck. The citation
for the award read: “For rescuing L/Cpl. Muldoon from drowning under heavy shell
fire at the assault of Walcheren, November 1944, while serving with the 6th
Cameronians (SR).” Quite an heroic achievement, and well earned.
At the end of the brief ceremony the commander said something to the effect of
“Well done, old chap” to which the Rifleman replied: “Woof”.
No, this was not one of these arcane grunts so beloved by the various branches of
the American armed forces but the only word that Khan was able to say. You see,
Rifleman Khan was in fact a dog, and the award he received was the PDSA Dickin
Medal.
Are dogs motivated by medals? My guess is that even the hippest and greatest
animal lovers (who sport more than a couple of functioning neurons, that is)
would agree that dogs, on the whole, are motivated by food, ruffling their fur,
food, hugs, stick-retrieval and food, in any given order. Medals, on the other hand,
are not on their radar.
Humans however are quite different beasts. Medals are highly regarded, as was
demonstrated by the legendary David Beckham who - in his inimitable grasp of
ceremonial protocol - proudly sported his OBE on the wrong lapel to the Royal
Wedding. The fascination with awards of this nature is worth examining. On the
whole, most medals have little intrinsic value; they are mere baubles, trinkets cast
out of bronze or some other inexpensive metal that have little scrap value. In that
way, they resemble coinage; it is not the inherent worth of the item that conveys
its value, but the association with its possession. In the case of a gong however, it
is the honour that society confers upon the recipient that endows the awardee
with the prestige they experience. This is an abstract and purely intellectual
concept, well beyond the grasp of the canine mind; a concept that has existed
for millennia in one form or another and is a relatively simple abstraction for the
human faculty to appreciate.
So when we read “ׁשמְרּו
ְ ִמצְוֺתַ י ּת
ִ ּבחֻּק ֹתַ י ּתֵ לֵכּו וְאֶת־
ְ  אִם־- if you follow my
statutes and guard my commandments” we then expect to be treated as humans,
not like dogs. Sure, rain, great harvests etc. are all wonderful things and who am I
to reject them, but if I’m going to dedicate my life to a divine calling then I would
expect the rewards to be commensurate and of similar intellectual value.

Rechilus: A Definition
While the verse “Do not go as a gossipmonger among your people” (Vayikra
19:16), prohibits all forms of loshon hora, the term “gossipmonger,” refers
specifically to rechilus, information that potentially can cause ill will between
Jews. Whereas loshon hora that is derogatory can cause others to lose respect
for the subject, rechilus can cause damage to relationships between the
subject and his fellow Jews.
It is forbidden to tell someone that an individual: did something to harm him;
spoke loshon hora against him; doesn’t like him; or doesn’t respect him, since
such statements would, in all probability, cause the listener to feel ill will
towards that individual.
We thank the Chofetz Chaim Heritage Foundation powerofspeech.org for the use of this material

If we examine the competition, then without a single exception they all look
forward to a spiffing time in heaven, for whatever value of “heaven” you care to
mention. They are not promised abundant harvests, peace within their borders or
a successful Brexit. The point is, for all the physical and intellectual effort we go
into, what we want to hear is something about a future which we cannot attain on
earth. We don’t want to be treated like animals that get thrown a juicy bone and
have our fur ruffled. What we want as a reward is heaven’s sublime glory, not
earth’s physical bounty. Why doesn’t the Torah ever talk about the World To
Come?
This rather odd situation was raised almost a millennia ago by the Rambam and
the question was dealt with by quite a few others over the following century, and
at great length by the Abravanel himself in a book entitled  צדק עולמיםthat it
appears was never published. Nonetheless we have the benefit of a seven part
response to this enigma.
The first offering is quite straightforward. Neither the bounty for obeisance nor the
dire consequences for infractions listed here or elsewhere in the Torah represent
any form of reward or punishment, the reason being is that the Torah wishes us to
serve Hashem out of love and not for any ulterior motives. After all, we say thrice
daily “ ”ואהבת את ה’ אלהיךand that implies that the only motive for our actions
should be our love for our Creator. The blessings enumerated are simply a promise
that when we serve Hashem as He asks us, then all impediments and distractions
to our service will be removed, whereas the converse will result in every possible
obstacle being placed in our path. Proof to this can be adduced from that famous
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Children’s Group
1st Mincha
2nd Mincha
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Rov’s Shiur
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6.00pm
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Following
10.40pm
7.15am / 8.20am
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6.30am / 7.00am / 8.00am
6.45am / 7.20am / 8.00am
7.45pm
10.40pm
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The final answer he offers is quite breathtaking in its simplicity. Plentiful rains,
bountiful harvests, successful wars; all these things are matters that affect the
entire nation. You can’t promise great harvests at an individual level. How can one
person win a war when the rest of the nation is defeated?
So, the only thing that makes sense to promise to the nation as a whole are things
that affect the entire nation. These are going to be physical in their nature, whereas
for the individual – an individual can be spiritually punished or rewarded without
affecting anyone else.
All of the above reasons are are wonderful in their own right, and yet none of
them are as powerful as the two I have thus far omitted. In fact, I’m going roll them
both into one and soup them up a little.
Every religion we know about (Rabbi Lawrence Kelleman speaks about this at
length in one of his podcasts on simpletoremember.com) starts of with on
premise: a man (it usually is a man) comes along and says: “The Angel Gabriel/
Michael/Rodney came to me in a vision and told me thusly.” Or even better: “I am
the Angel Gabriel”. Or better yet: “I am god. See my water turn to wine as I walk
across the pond feeding the multitude with one box of shmaltz herring and a
bagel.”
The next bit usually runs along the same lines: “If you believe in me you will be
saved” for whatever value of believe and save you want to insert.
Then comes the kicker: “You will be rewarded with heavenly delights in heaven/
Nirvana/Xanadu/Prozac”. This is the clever bit. You see, there is no way of factchecking any of this even if you dare to ask. Aha, would reply the swami prophet
guru Thetan galach, you have to believe in me because if you don’t then the
hellfires of, well, hell, will burn you to…um, hell.
Now, no-one wants to burn in hell, and that’s where Pascal’s wager comes into
play. Since the fear of eternal damnation is so great, it’s worth doing The Right
Thing just to avoid it. If you get heaven at the same time, well that’s just dandy.
Now, has anyone ever popped into a pub wearing a long white nightie, a golden
harp dangling loosely over one arm with a glowing halo around their head asking
for a pint of bitter? When is the last time anyone was seen walking into the local
ashram dragging some poor hapless and bewildered girl after him and saying:
“We just popped down from heaven, and by the way this is one of my heavenly
delights”?
Moshe, on the other hand, said this: You saw Hashem for yourselves. You saw His
hand in this world for yourselves on several occasions. Don’t believe a word I say
just because I said it. Believe me because you saw and heard Hashem give me His
hechsher. Now, I can promise you something no-one else can. In front of your
very eyes, your very physical eyes, if you keep the Torah you will see the results in
this world, in your lifetime in a very real way. If you don’t, then you will observe
that yourselves in this world as well.
That’s one breathtaking promise. You really have to have the guts to pull it off. You
also have to be really stupid to follow someone who promises something like this
and monumentally fails to deliver. And that’s why promising great harvests and
successful wars is far more effective than anything else.
You want proof? Well, roughly 75% of people in Israel observed Pesach this year
in some form or another. Who is the region’s superpower?

Q&A

Kids
1) What is special about the reading of the ?תוכחה
2) What is the value of a male between the age of 20-60?
3) Can someone set aside a part of an animal for a ?קרבן
4) How did farmers take  מעשהfrom animals?
5) How many ’תוכחהs are there in the Torah and where are they?
Adults
1) Why is the list of ’תוכחהs longer than the list of ?ברכות
2) Why does the  תורהonly list physical blessings not spiritual blessings?
3) What  ברכהis it eating very old grain as promised in ?פרק כו’ פסוק י
4)  פרק כו’ פסוק חsays “5 Jews will chase 100 and 100 will pursue 10 000” what
are the ratios of Jews to non Jews in each case, if they are different why?
5) Why are there 2 ’תוכחהs in the ?תורה

1) There are actually more  ברכותthan קללות, however the  ברכותare much more general
then the specific  קללותwhich are written to make people have awe of Hashem (Ibn Ezra).
2) There is no point in the  תורהsaying spiritual actions receive spiritual rewards this is
obvious!! However, what is not obvious is the physical reward of spiritual actions, national
prosperity, winning wars etc. (Ramban)
3) The  ברכהis that stored grain of previous years will remain fresh, additionally stored grain
will improve with age, a 3 year old grain will be better than one that is 2 years old (Rashi).
4) The first case 1:20 second case 1:100. This teaches us that when more people are united
in serving Hashem they are much more successful. (Rashi)
5)  רמבןexplains that they refer to separate times in the Jewish history. The one in בחוקתי
refers to sins in the time of the 1st  בית המקדשand it’s aftermath. The second  תוכחהrefers
to the time of the destruction of the  בית המקדשuntil nowadays. ()רמבן

Adults

1) it is read quietly 2) 50 silver shekels 3) Yes 4) The entire newborn herd or flock is passed
through a gap in a fence, the farmer counts every tenth animal that passes through, by
tapping his staff on each animal, every tenth animal is marked as  בחוקתי2 )5 . מעשהand
כי תבוא

Answers
Kids

aphorism from Chazal that my mashgiach would trot out on every possible
occasion and then some: “ – שכר מצוות בהאי עלמא ליכאreward for mitzvos
in this world does not exist”. This position is espoused by the Rambam in his
introduction to the 10th Chapter of Sanhedrin known as פרק חלק.
I was gratified to find that my discomfort with this concept is roundly supported
by the Abravanel himself who finds no favour with it, to put it mildly.
The next offering is hinted at by the Ibn Ezra, in that concepts as lofty as Olom
Haboh is beyond the human perception in the same way as colour is to a person
born blind. There would have been little point in trying to “sell” the Torah to a
people with an abstraction they would have been unable to comprehend, and
therefore a more simplistic approach was taken. The wise ones among them,
however, would glean a glimpse of the actual rewards from the hints scattered
throughout the Torah, so all was not lost.
This answer is very difficult to understand, especially since the two religions that
dominate our world today were extant at the time of the Ibn Ezra and of course
the Rambam and they were well aware that the masses followed false prophets
and gods on promises of heavenly delights that no-one had ever seen. If billions
of people even today in this enlightened age are quite happy to settle for
promises of a glorious future in some abstract existence, how much more so the
Bnei Yisroel who saw the infinite power of Hashem with their own eyes and to
whom Hashem revealed Himself in the epic moments of Sinai?
I will skip over a couple of answers because I wish to serve them up on a platter
at the end, so bear with me a little longer.
The fifth response he offers is this. At the beginning of mankind’s existence
everyone served Hashem. At some point they decided that they could not
understand the infinite existence of Hashem and therefore struggled to connect
to Him in a meaningful way, and decided that it would be better is they
worshipped His servants. Before we turned around, temples were erected to the
sun, stars and football players and everyone was getting stuck into Avodoh Zoroh.
At the time that Bnei Yisroel were handed the Torah, everyone in the area
associated good harvests, successful wars and Tesco’s petrol vouchers in their
letterboxes with their local pantheon of gods. Sure, that meant the occasional
sacrifice of one’s sheep or daughters, but hey, in the long run it was worth it. An
added factor was that in those days daughters were much cheaper.
This adherence to Avodoh Zoroh was what Hashem intended when He listed the
possible benefits and downsides to keeping and not keeping the Torah
respectively. In this way Beni Yisroel would have a visceral reminder of what the
results of their actions would be and they would understand without a shred of a
doubt that all their successes and failures were governed by Hashem himself, so
the blessings and curses were not so much rewards as safeguards, hence the
physicality was perfectly appropriate and no intellectual component was
required or mentioned.
The sixth is more subtle yet. In reality the only true reward that can exist is to serve
Hashem, for reasons that will follow, but we have to lay some ground first. In this
week’s sedrah (26:12) we read: “הּלַכְּתִ י ּבְתֹוכְכֶם וְהָי ִיתִ י לָכֶם לֵאֹלקים
ַ ְ – וְהִתI
will walk amongst you and be a God unto you”. This was said with regards to a
precondition of “ׁשמְרּו
ְ ִמצְוֺתַ י ּת
ִ ּבחֻּק ֹתַ י ּתֵ לֵכּו וְאֶת־
ְ  אִם־- if you follow my statutes
and guard my commandments”. This seems a little odd after all the great rains,
awesome harvests and successful wars stuff. It is however a central component of
the promises of bounty. Consider this: plants grow, animals are born and live and
so do humans.
We know plants are alive in some form because they grow, they reproduce and in
most cases they eventually die. Animals are alive at some higher level because
they everything plants do and more; they move around at will and some of them
display more intelligence than some humans I know. Humans distinguish
themselves from animals by having the ability to think in the abstract; from that
comes everything that mankind has managed to achieve since its dawn.
These represent three levels of life: צומח, things that grow; חי, things that are alive
and מדבר, things that talk. None of those categories will become great merely
because their abilities. We don’t see roses building bridges that carry millions of
vehicles a year, orangutans constructing skyscrapers and even in the human
domain, we see something similar. Until the late 19th century, Milton Friedman
once observed, the wheel was unknown in parts of Africa. Such a basic concept,
so useful even outside of transport, and yet the concept was simply unknown.
It reminds of one of the frequent visits I used to pay to my local hospital as a child
in order to promote their utility and efficiency to the public and have whatever
damage I had recently incurred repaired. On this occasion it was a broken arm
that had to be set for second time, the first one having failed (that’s a story in
itself). After I came round from the anaesthesia the surgeon came to visit me.
“Will I be able to play the violin?” I asked him. “Of course,” he replied reassuringly.
“Great,” I said. “I’ve never been able to play the violin before.”
The upshot is that just because you have the ability to think in abstract terms, it
does not imply that you will. What differentiates the human from the animal are
the achievements that their latent abilities provide, not the abilities themselves.
When we observe someone cleaving to Hashem through Torah and Mitzvos, this
is something that goes beyond the mere physicality of their existence, since they
subjugate their body to their spiritual desires. To this the Torah says that when our
nation achieves this at some level then this will affect the physical world as well.

If you have the desire to spread Divrei Torah on the Parsha or on any other interesting topics, please contact Boruch Michaels
via the following details: Mobile (Call, Text,
WhatsApp) : 07419747766, Email: boruchmichaels@gmail.com
www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk

