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Alfred’s Wake Up Call!          Rabbi Asher Richman
Alfred woke up one morning in his Paris apartment, poured himself 
a cup of coɤee, and opened his beloved Le Journal de Paris. He 
unfolded it carefully until he suddenly froze and let out a gasp… 
realising that was staring at his own obituary. 
Due to an extraordinary editorial error, the newspaper had printed 
his life story, rather than that of his recently deceased brother, 
Ludvig. 
What made matters worse was the chosen headline: “Le marchand 
de la mort est mort” - “The merchant of death has died.”
These seven words shook him to the core. Alfred was, after all, a 
highly respected member of society. A world renowned chemist 
and inventor, whose innovations and discoveries had transformed 
industry and society. Yet it was a single innovation that dominated 
this premature obituary.
Alfred had been instrumental in the development of explosives, 
particularly dynamite, which, although intended for industry and 
construction, had become a weapon of choice on the battleɧeld. 
The newspaper hadn’t remembered the scientist, the academic, or 
the innovator, but instead the arms dealer, whose scientiɧc brilliance 
had fueled destruction. 
It was in this astonishing, almost absurd moment, that Alfred was 
given a rare and profound gift, the chance to see, whilst still alive, 

בראשית - כ”ו תשרי תשפ”ו

מזל טוב
Mazel Tov to the Rov and Rebbetzen on the birth of a great grandson 
to Eliezer and Baila Moller (RBS)
Mazel Tov to to David and Eunice Wolfson on the birth of a great 
grandson to Zvi and Esther Treblow
Mazel Tov to Rabbi and Mrs Yirmiyahu Harari on the recent 
engagement of Yaeli to Boruch Kornbluth
Mazel Tov to Bobbie and Rochel Graham on Leah’s engagement to 
Yehuda Iczkovits, son of Chananja & Rachel. The Vort will take place 
on Sunday 19th October at Vine Street Hall from 3-5:30pm 
Mazel Tov to Dani and Esty Epstein on the wedding in Israel this 
week of Chava Chaya to Eli Hodari

Kiddush
There will be a Kiddush after Davening in honour of the Chosson 
Bereishis and Shabbos Mevorchin 

Chaim Aruchim
We wish Chaim Aruchim to the following who have Yahrtzeit this 
week:
Sun, 27th Tishrei - Yosef Chelms for his father
Mon, 28th Tishrei - Eunice Wolfson for her mother
Weds, 30th Tishrei - Mark Shapiro for his mother

Lost Property
A reminder that personal property left on the Shul premises will be 
disposed of every Rosh Chodesh

Shalosh Seudos
The new season starts from next Shabbos אי”ה. Please try and assist 
with the cost of the סעודה by sponsoring or jointly sponsoring a 
week by putting your name against a Sedra on the list on the notice 
wall in the foyer

News This Week
how he would be remembered. 
Many would have shrugɛed, poured another coɤee, perhaps an Irish 
one, and carried on, yet Alfred saw this moment as a gift to be seized, 
a chance to realign his life. 
He immediately redirected his fortune and time to develop a set of 
prizes that would transform the world for good.  
Alfred Nobel created the ‘Nobel Prize’, rewarding those whose 
work promotes peace, literature and the sciences. A legacy that 
transformed the world’s memory of him (but unfortunately not 
President Trump’s).
Alfred Nobel was given a wake up call that he seized!
Throughout Elul and Tishrei we too are oɤered our own wake up call.  
A unique opportunity to step outside the usual ɨow of life and reɨect 
upon our journey. 
Alfred seized his wake call….and so must we!  

Torah And Kindness               Rabbi Jacob Rubinstein

One of the greatest Rabbinic ɧgures in Europe, during the years 
before the Second World War, was the Rav of Vilna, Rav Chaim Ozer 
Grodzinski. Rav Yaakov Galinski related how he was trying to escape 
from the Nazis in 1939, and he met the Rav in Vilna. Before meeting 
him, he revised the Talmud he had just learnt, because he knew what 
an outstanding scholar Rav Grodzinsky was, and he expected to be 
quizzed on his learning. When they met, the Rav asked him, “When 
did you last receive a letter from your parents?” Then he asked, “Do 
you have a blanket?” After that he said to him, “Show me your shoes” 
When he saw how torn Rav Galinskis̀ shoes were, he gave him some 
money to buy new shoes, and concluded by saying, “Know that my 
house is open to you, twenty four hours a day”. Rav Grodzinski was 
an outstanding scholar, and loved to discuss Torah topics with young 
scholars. But when meeting a homeless refugee, he knew which 
questions to ask ɧrst.  
The Talmud says (Sotah14a) the beginning of the Torah is about 
kindness, when it tells us how Hashem made clothes for Adam and 
Eve, (Chap 3:21) and it concludes with kindness when it tell us how 
He buried Moses (Devarim 34:6). Rav Yerucham of Mir Yeshivah said, 
this means kindness is something which runs through the Torah from 
beginning to end. This is similar to the famous saying of Rabbi Akiva, 
that ואהבת לרעך כמוך-“Love your neighbour like yourself”, is a great 
rule in the Torah. Rav Leib Gurwicz, who quoted all these references, 
explained that kindness is the opposite of egoism and selɧshness, 
and is therefore a prequisite for coming closer to Hashem. He said, 
the Chafetz Chaim writes that every person should make a point of 
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doing at least one act of kindness a day. He also said, it is known 
that the Vilna Gaon had certain times every day, when he looked for 
opportunities to perform kindness to other people. 
There is a blessing which reads ברוך אתה....בורא נפשות רבות וחסרונן-
“Blessed are you Hashem….. who creates people with things which 
they lack”. The obvious question is, why do we thank Hashem for 
creating us with things which we lack? The Chafetz Chaim answered, 
no person is completely self-suɥcient. There is nobody, for example, 
who can make clothes, grow food, and is also a doctor. We all have 
needs which can only be supplied by other people. This is built in to 
creation, and Hashem created us that way, so that we are forced to 
give to one another.  Therefore we thank Hashem for creating us all, 
with diɤerent needs.
In our prayers we say that Hashem gave us, תורת חיים ואהבת חסד-“A 
Torah of life and a love of kindness”. From this weeks̀ Parshah, and 
many other places we learn how important it is, to live a life in which 
we constantly practice kindness.

Dealing with the Enemy      Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

There are few descriptive verses in the Torah that deɧnes the evil-
inclination. Many of them appear in Sefer Braishis. After all, if Hashem 
created man with a Yetzer Horah (evil-inclination) then man ought to 
have the formula to defeat it. In fact, after Kayin fails by oɤering an 
inferior sacriɧce, Hashem guides him by revealing something about 
the enemy – the Yetzer Horah. “Surely, if you improve you can carry 
him (the Yetzer Horah), and if you do not improve, he crouches at 
your door and his desire is toward you. But you can rule over him!” 
(Genesis 4:7)
The two sides seem to lack a study in contrast. If you improve you will 
carry him, but if not he will wait for you, he will desire to get you -but 
you will rule over him! It seems that the Yetzer Horah is defeated 
both ways. Even if you are not able to carry him and he crouches 
in ambush, you still can overrule him. Shouldn’t the negative have 
stated, “and if you do not improve, he crouches at your door, his 
desire is toward you and he will rule over you”? In a recent volume 
about the life of Rabbi Ahron Moshe Stern, the Mashgiach of the 
Kaminetz (not related to Kamenetzky) Yeshiva in Jerusalem, I saw 
an amazing story about Reb Naftali Trop, the Rosh Yeshiva of the 
Chofetz Chaim’s Yeshiva in Radin.
There was an itinerant Jew who had visited Radin and had earned 
a reputation as a thief. This particular individual had stolen from the 
very people who had invited him in as a guest in their homes. Word 
got out that he had stolen, and the next time he came to Radin, no 
one invited him into their homes – except Reb Naftali Trop.
Upon hearing of the oɤer of hospitality, some of the prominent 
members of the community approached Reb Naftali. “The man you 
invited is a thief! Last time he was here he walked oɤ with some of 
his hosts valuables. You mustn’t have him sleep in your home!”
Reb Naftali did not react. “The Torah tells us that a thief must pay 
a ɧne for his actions. It does not tell us that a thief should not be 
invited to eat or sleep. I have a responsibility to invite guests. If I am 
afraid that they may steal, well, that’s my problem. I guess I must 
arrange to make sure that all my valuables are guarded. However, 
my fears can in no way relieve me of my responsibility to shelter my 
fellow Jew.”
The Torah’s message to Kayin is twofold. You can get the Yetzer 
Horah out of your way completely. You can carry him. You can place 
him out of your path and lift him out of sight. But that may not work 
for all of us. Those who cannot rise to that level and have the Yetzer 
Horah in our doorways constantly still may not give up hope. He may 
be lying in ambush but we can not ignore him. We must deal with 
him. If it means channeling your anger against evil – so be it. If it 
means steering an improper stinginess, channel that attribute to 
those times when splurging unnecessarily is uncalled for.
The Torah is telling us that when the Yetzer Horah is part of our lives 
we must deal with him. We never have an excuse by saying that the 
desires were too great and insurmountable. If we let him in the door 
we have to make sure that we are able to fulɧll the mitzvos in spite 
of his presence.
The mussar luminaries used to comment: The Talmud tells us that our 

matriarch Rachel warned Yaakov about the deceptive shenanigans 
that her father Lavan was wont to perform. Yaakov responded by 
saying, “I am his equal in the ability to deceive.”
The question that was raised is simple. “Where did Yaakov learn to be 
so crafty?” The answer that they gave was that when dealing with a 
Yetzer Horah, one must be wily too. Yaakov learned from the trials of 
life how to deal with the most clever and cunning of men.
If you tame the beast correctly, he may crouch and wait for you. But 
you will rule over him. And you will learn to use his resources for your 
gain.

Which Type of Chessed is Preferable: Anonymous or 
Known?              Rabbi Yissocher Frand (Torah.org)

The pasuk in Parshas Bereshis says: “And HashemG-d made for 
Adam and his wife garments of skin, and he clothed them.” (Bereshis 
3:21). After the aveira (sin) of Adam and Chava, when they realized 
they were naked, the Ribono shel Olam made garments for them. The 
Gemara (Sotah 14a) interprets themitzvaof “Acharei Hashem Elokecha 
taylaychu” (You shall walk after theHashemyour G-d) (Devorim 13:5) 
as an imperative to emulate the attributes of the Ribono shel Olam: 
Just as the Ribono shel Olam clothes the naked, so too should you; 
just as the Ribono shel Olam visits the sick (as when He appeared to 
Avram in Elonei Mamrei after Avram’s bris milah), so too should you; 
just as the Ribono shel Olam comforts the bereaved (Bereshis 25:11), 
so too should you; just as the Ribono shel Olam buried the dead 
(Devorim 34:6), so too, should you.
The Gemara then quotes a comment of Rav Simlai: The beginning 
of the Torah consists of gemilas chassadim (acts of kindness) and 
the end of Torah consists of gemilas chassadim. The Torah begins 
with the Ribono shel Olam‘s dressing the naked, and it ends with 
the Ribono shel Olam‘s burying the dead. The problem with this 
teaching of Rav Simlai is – what is he adding? We already see from 
the previous examples that the Torah begins with gemilas chessadim 
and ends with gemilas chassadim!
The sefer Mishmeres Elazar (by Rav Elazar Brach) sugɛests the 
following: Rav Simlai is not merely teaching that we need to emulate 
the Ribono shel Olam in what He does. We also need to emulate 
Him in how He does it. There is an inconsistency speciɧcally in the 
two pesukim that Rav Simlai is referencing. WhenHashemclothed 
Adam and Chava, the pasuk spells out who did it: “Va’ya’asHashem 
Elokim l’adam u’l’ishto kosnos ohr…” The pasuk says exactly who did 
it. However, at the end of the Torah, the burial of Moshe Rabbeinu 
is left anonymous: “And He buried him in the valley.” The Name 
ofHashem Elokim is not mentioned! Why the diɤerence? Which is 
it? Should gemilas chassadim be performed in anonymity or with a 
name attached?
The Mishmeres Elazar explains that the Torah is not only teaching us 
to performchessed. The Torah is teaching us how to performchessed. 
Sometimes (or perhaps, most of the time) it is important forchessedto 
be anonymous. A person is saved from embarrassment by not 
knowing who is performing thischessedfor him. However, there are 
some situations in life, where it is important for the person to know 
who is performing thechessed.
After the aveira of Adam and Chava, when they realized what they 
had done and felt rejected, such that their relationship with the 
Ribono shel Olam had perhaps ceased to exist, it was important for 
the Ribono shel Olam to make the point that it wasHashem Elokim 
who was coming to their rescue. “Even though you committed a 
terrible aveira for which you are going to need to pay a signiɧcant 
price, nevertheless, I still love you!” In such a situation, the correct 
way to perform thechessedis to not do it anonymously, but rather to 
let the source of thechessedbe known, to make the point that the 
relationship has not been broken.
This is diɤerent from the situation in V’zos Habracha, where there is 
no point in publicizing who buried Moshe Rabbeinu. Therefore, the 
pasuk just anonymously says “He buried him in the valley.”
The lesson is that we must not only practice chessed but we 
must learn how to practice chessed. Usually, it is best to keep 
ourchessedanonymous. But at other times, it is preferable for the 
source of the chessed to become known.


