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Mazel Tov to Peter and Ann Nissen on the birth of a great grandson 
Mazel Tov to Laurence and Linda Ross on the birth of a grandson to Rabbi 
Samuel and Gila Ross

Annual Lag b’Omer BBQ 
As we are unable to be together this year, please send a picture of 
your own family BBQ or Lag b’Omer activity for inclusion in next weeks 
newsletter office@ohryerushalayim.org.uk 07813326423

Message From The Rov
If you have on loan any of the Rov’s Seforim, please return them asap - 
thank you!

News This Week

display of Middos Tovos we are being shown here. He hugged his 
brothers, and kissed them and soothed their worries, he gave them a 
2nd chance.
Now we can understand why those Yidden who were carrying Yosef’s 
Oron petitioned Moshe Rabbeinu. Their claim was that it was 
inconceivable that as a result of being in close contact with Yosef’s 
remains that this should lead to their not being able to fulfill the Mitzva 

Peasch Sheni: A 2nd Chance Because Of A 2nd 
Chance            Rabbi Y Katz 
[Adapted from an essay by Rabbi Ari Kahn of Aish Hatorah]

Pesach is truly a unique Yom Tov, not only because of the stringencies 
of Chometz and Matza but because of Pesach Sheni. No other Yom Tov 
has the unique feature of a 2nd chance. If for whatever reason, if you 
missed it – you missed it!
Let us look at the Pesukim [Bamidbar 9: 6&7] which relate the request to 
Moshe Rabbeinu for a 2nd chance to bring the Korban Pesach.

ֹום ַה֑הּוא ַסח ַּבּי֣ ֲעֽׂשת־ַהֶּפ֖ ְכ֥לּו ַלֽ ם ְולֹא־ָיֽ ּו ְטֵמִאי֙ם ְלֶנֶ֣פׁש ָאָד֔ ר ָהי֤ ים ֲאֶׁש֨ י ֲאָנִׁש֗  ַוְיִה֣
ֹום ַהֽהּוא ן ַּבּי֥ ֲה֖רֹ ה ְוִלְפֵנ֥י ַאֽ :ַוִּיְקְר֞בּו ִלְפֵנ֥י מֶׁש֛

י ע ְלִבְלִּת֨ ָּמה ִנָּגַר֗ ם ָל֣ ים ְלֶנֶ֣פׁש ָאָד֑ יו ֲאַנְ֥חנּו ְטֵמִא֖ ָּמ֙ה ֵאָל֔ ים ָהֵה֨ ֲאָנִׁש֤ ֹאְמ֠רּו ָהֽ  ַוּיֽ
ל ֲע֔דֹו ְּב֖תֹוְך ְּבֵנ֥י ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ ן ְיֹהָו֙ה ְּב֣מֹ יב ֶאת־ָקְרַּב֤ :ַהְקִר֜

On being commanded to bring the Korban Pesach on the 14th of 
Nissan, a group of Yidden approached Moshe Rabbeinu with a 
complaint that due to being ‘Tomei’ and unable to bring the Korban 
Pesach – please could they be granted a 2nd chance to fulfill the 
Mitzva so as not to be excluded ‘amongst the Jewish People’.
This raises 2 questions: [a] why did these people feel excluded from 
the Mitzva of Korban Pesach if they were Tomei’ as a result of being 
‘Osek B’Mitzva’ as members of the Chevra Kadisha? 
[b] why did they add the words: ל ? ְּב֖תֹוְך ְּבֵנ֥י ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ
The Medrash Raboh says that the reason these people were Tomei is 
because they were carrying the Atzmos Yosef, and Hashem said to / 
about Yosef that in the Z’chus of his ‘Atzmos’, Klall Yisroel would merit 
a Pesach Sheni.
Now Yosef had many Zechusim, so in the Zechus of which Midoh was 
this opportunity being given? Answers the S’fas Emes – in the Zechus 
of Yosef’s giving his brothers a 2nd chance!
Surely there can be no better example of being ‘Mochel’ on the past 
and looking forward to a better future than the episode of Yosef and his 
brothers.
Yosef had every reason to be ‘broigez’ with his brothers. He had been 
taken from his father and  put into a pit; being sold as a slave to Potiphar 
in Mitzrayim; suffered the ignominy of being accused of impropriety 
by Mrs Potiphar and languishing in a prison pit for 12 dreary years… 
and now his brothers are standing trembling in front of him…. And yet 
Yosef finds it within himself to put the last 22 years behind him and to 
focus on keeping the family together.
Little wonder Yosef is called Yosef Hatzadik – what an awe-inspiring 
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Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos
Candle Lighting 
Shacharis
y"w onf seq
1st Mincha
2nd Mincha
3rd Mincha
Motzei Shabbos
Sun
Mon / Thurs
Tues / Wed / Fri
Mincha & Maariv
Late Maariv

 
7.30pm
7.52pm-8.00pm
9.15am
9.12am
2.00pm
6.00pm
8.51pm
9.56pm
7.15am / 8.20am
6.45am / 7.10am / 8.00am
6.45am / 7.20am / 8.00am
7.45pm
10.00pm

Davening Times

ואהי להם למקדש מעט  יחזקאל פרק י”א פסוק ט”ז
Yechezkel HaNovi gives over the message from הקב”ה that even in to 
the lands where עם ישראל will be exiled, His Shechina will reside in 
their small Botei Kenisios even though they will be far away from the Beis 
HaMikdosh in Yerushalayim.
From this פסוק our חז”ל teach us that our obligations to behave in a 
respectful manner applies equally to our Shuls as it was in the בית 
.המקדש - שיבנה ב”ב
In keeping with our suggestion that it would be appropriate to improve 
and enhance our appreciation of קדושת בית הכנסת we plan בס”ד to 
include or or two הלכות and הנהגות in our newsletter each week.

----
The משנה ברורה quoting from the מטה משה writes in his introduction to 
Siman מ”ו , “In order to arouse the correct feelings of respect and honour 
due in the בית הכנסת one should stop and recite the following פסוקים 
on arrival into the hallway of the Shul תהילים נ”ה ט”ו
 Into the house of The Lord we shall walk with ’בבית אלוקים נהלך ברגש וכי
feelings of awe, to feel a tremour of respect and honour on entering the 
holy house of הקב”ה. Upon coming into Shul one should stop by the 
door and say
ואני ברוב חסדך אבא ביתך אשתחוה אל היכל קדשיך ביראתך - תהילים ו:ח
“It is with Your great kindness that I come into Your house, I wil bow 
down in awe to Your holy dwelling place” and only then should he go 
directly to his place.
There is a difference of opinion whether the פסוק in במדבר כ”ד, ה “How 
beautiful are your tents, Yaakov” should be said. Some authorities add 
this third Posuk, whereas others are of the opinion that since this Posuk 
was spoken by בלעם הרשע it is inappropriate to recite it at this point.
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of Korban Pesach: ל  united together with their fellow – ְּב֖תֹוְך ְּבֵנ֥י ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ
Yidden. 
‘Togetherness’ within Klall Yisroel was Yosef’s crowning legacy, and 
indeed HKBH agreed with their sentiment and Pesach Sheni was the 
result. A 2nd chance given because of a 2nd chance given. 
How sweet is this example of Midoh K’neged Midoh!
The message of Pesach Sheni for us is that B’Ezras Hashem we too 
should strive to follow in the footsteps of Yosef Hatzadik to be people 
who ‘give a 2nd chance’ to our fellow Yidden on those occasions 
when we feel hurt or slighted, and although we may never be able to 
agree on the past, like Yosef Hatzadik before us, we can at least try to 
agree on the way forward.
In this merit, may HKBH grant us all the wish we express at the end of 
Kedusha on Shabbos Musaf:
‘V’hu Yashmi’einu B’rachamov Shenis’… that all of us should merit to 
be given a 2nd chance in the 3rd Beis Hamikdosh, Bimheiroh B’yomeinu.

Mitzvah Vigilante          Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)
The Torah tells us in this week’s parsha, “u’shmartem es mitzvosai, 
v’aseesem osum — watch the mitzvos and do them” (Vayikra 22:31). 
What does watch mitzvos mean. If one does a mitzvah he is surely 
doing more than watching them. Watching mitzvos seems quite 
passive. Observant Jew is a term used for those who actually perfom 
the and adhere to the laws, and the curious word observant, perhaps, 
indeed comes from the Hebrew word u’shmartem. But doesn’t 
Hashem want us to be more than just watchers. If He tells us to do 
mitzvos, then surely we watch them! Why the double, if not redundant, 
expression? This past Thursday evening I went to be Menachem Avel 
(in the vernacular ¯ pay a shiva call) a friend, Rabbi Zissel Zelman, who 
was sitting shiva for his father. He is a Chicago native whose father, 
Rabbi Zelman, grew up in Chicago way before Torah Judaism had 
flourished there. Reb Zissel related that as a young man, his father 
would pass the newsstand every Saturday night after shul to pick up a 
paper. As he did not carry money with him, he had made an 
arrangement with the vendors to return on Sunday morning to pay the 
vendor.
Rabbi Zelman was not interested in the sports pages nor was he 
interested in the headlines. In fact he was not interested in the paper 
altogether. Rabbi Zelman bought the paper for his mother. She also 
was not interested in the sports or the news. She was interested in the 
dead. Every Saturday night she would comb th paper looking for 
announcements of tombstone unveilings that were to take place on 
Sunday at the Jewish Cemeteries. An unveiling is a time when people 
are charitable, and the elderly Mrs. Zelman would go to the cemeteries 
and raise funds from the gathered for Yeshivos in Europe in Israel. She 
would eventually turn the coins into bills and send the money overseas. 
A plaque hangs today in the Slobodka Yeshiva in Israel commemorating 
her efforts.
Perhaps the Torah is telling us more than just doing mittzvos. It is telling 
us to watch for mitzvos. Be on guard. There are hundeds of 
opportunities to find mitzvos and to do them. But we must be 
observant and vigilant. There are hundreds of mitzvos that pass by our 
very eyes. Scores of Good Mornings.
Hundreds of packages we can help lift, as well as spirits. There are 
hundreds of hearts we can help heal as well as small acts of charity we 
can fulfill. Perhaps the Torah is telling us more than watch the mitzvos 
that come our way. Perhaps it may be telling us to be on the lookout for 
those that are out there waiting for us to observe them!

Divine Distribution          Rabbi Yochanan Zweig (Torah.org)
“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not remove 
completely the corners of your field as you reap and you shall not 
gather the gleanings of your harvest; for the poor and the proselyte 
shall you leave them…” (23:22)
The latter portion of this week’s Parsha deals extensively with the 
festivals. In the midst of the chapter of the festivals, the Torah introduces 
the laws concerning leaving crops for the poor. Rashi cites the Midrash 
that questions why these laws are repeated, having already been 
discussed in Parshas Kedoshim. Furthermore, why are these laws 
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specifically repeated in the middle of the section regarding the 
festivals? The Midrash answers that since the festivals were a time when 
offerings were brought up to Yerushalayim by the Jewish people, the 
Torah is teaching that a person who leaves for the poor “leket” – grain 
which falls from the harvester and “shikecha” – grain which is forgotten 
by the harvester, and “pe’ah” – a corner of the field that is left for the 
poor, is considered to have built the Beis Hamikdash and offered 
Korbanos within it.1 Why are these particular gifts, leket, shikecha and 
pe’ah singled out from amongst the many forms of charity? Furthermore, 
what is the meaning of the comparison to the building of the Beis 
Hamikdash and the bringing of Korbanos?
The commentaries explain that when Hashem commanded us to build 
the Mishkan, He did not use the words “yitnu li” – “give to Me”, rather 
“yikchu li” – “take on My behalf” for we cannot give to Hashem; we 
acknowledge that the wealth we possess is really His, and therefore, 
we built the Mishkan with that which was His.3 This concept holds true 
for Korbanos brought in the Beis Hamikdash as well. We do not “give” 
Korbanos to Hashem; rather, through the symbolic gesture of bringing 
a Korban, we acknowledge that what we have is really His.
Almost all forms of charity involve giving to a poor person. This action 
often provides the person giving with a feeling of magnanimity, and 
can skew his perception so that he feels he is giving that which belongs 
to him. Leket, shikecha and pe’ah are unique forms of charity in that the 
landowner does not give anything to the poor; he is forbidden to 
collect the produce involved, thereby preventing him from determining 
who will receive it. The landowner is commanded to leave the produce 
where it is and allow any needy person who wishes, to take it for 
himself. This procedure drives home the concept to the landowner 
that he does not control the wealth; rather, charity is merely the means 
by which Hashem distributes His wealth. When a person fulfills these 
mitzvos, which are the most difficult forms of charity for they preclude 
the feeling of satisfaction from having actually given, it is as if he built 
the Beis Hamikdash and offered Korbanos; the comparison is clear, for 
these actions also require a person to comprehend that he is merely 
the conduit through whom Hashem redistributes that which is His.


