News This Week
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Mazel Tov to David and Zara Newman on the birth of a grandson to
Ephy and Ayala Silverman in Israel

Mazel Tov to Shua & Freyda Chaya Dansky on Motti's engagement to
Sarah Eckstein, daughter of Meir & Tzivia, London

Kiddush

There is a Kiddush following Davening jointly sponsored by Laurence
Ross and Michael Freedman

Charles Khan is hosting a kiddush in the Henry Seaberg Hall at Holy
Law Shul, to mark the recent dedication of a window there in honour
of his parents and the recent unveiling of his mother’s Matzeivo.
Kiddush will be from about 11.45.

Chaim Aruchim

We wish Chaim Aruchim to the following who have Yahrtzeit this
week:

Sun, 21st Elul - Joy Berkovitz for her father, Marilyn Sacho for her
father and Linda Levine for her mother

A Link In The Chain Rabbi J Rubinstein
As we approach the end of the old year, and turn to prepare for the
new year; perhaps we should bear in mind the parting message of Rav
Yehudah Leib Meislik to his daughter, at the end of his incredible life.
His story is recorded in the book, Voices In The Silence. The book is
absolutely inspirational. When he felt the end of his life was approaching,
he related to his daughter a parable which went approximately as follows.
A government wanted to build a very long railway line. It involved the
construction of many bridges over valleys and rivers, each one of them
an engineering feat in itself. When it was all completed, the first train
with its heavy load set out . When it came to the first bridge, all the
people who had been involved in building it, came to watch the train
pass over the bridge. When it had successfully crossed the bridge, they
all burst into applause. The same scene was repeated at every bridge
along the route. But when it came to the last bridge, the structure began
to shake, and before the train had completed its journey across, the
bridge collapsed and the train plunged into the depths below, rendering
futile all the work of the builders of the previous bridges. With this tale,
Rav Meislik was telling his daughter the responsibility which present
and future generations of the Jewish people have. The Torah has
reached present generations because of the phenomenal efforts of
past generations. What a tragedy it would be, if their efforts would, in a
way, be made futile by our failure to carry the Torah forward to the next
generation

The same idea is conveyed by the Dubno Magid in his commentary on
this weeks Parshah. In Chapter 27 Verse 9, it says, DI'N 7RW' UNWI NDON
DY7 N"N1 NTn-"Be attentive and listen O Israel, this day you have become
a nation”. The Talmud (Berochos 63b) comments, “Was the Torah given
on that day? That day occurred at the end of forty years in the desert?
But this teaches you that every day, the Torah is as beloved to the Jewish
people as on the day it was given. Rav Tanchum Bar Chiya says there is
a proof for this. If a person says YnWw every morning and evening, and
then one evening he does not say it it is as if he has never said the
UnW". The Dubno Magid explains, by continously saying unw you keep
up the high level of belovedness to Hashem you had when you first said
it. However if you miss saying it one evening, you lose the impetus, and
in that respect, it is as if, you have never said it.

It is all the same principle; at the end of forty years, they still felt the
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Urgent Appeal From The Rov
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A7AN VIN NN ["MY'AVN
With the approach of the D'~ D! | request from
each and every member who is able to support my
annual collection for funds to help those of cur
Kehilla who require a "top up” for 0" expenses.
All donations are gratefully accepted with a no1a
for a NPINYI NI MW,
Donations can be made in any of the following
1. Directly to the Rov (in Shul or at home) either
cash, cheque or voucher payable to ZY Gemach
(charity no. 1153306)
2. By bank transfer to A/c Name : ZY Gemach Sort
Code: 77-19-09 A/c No. 2935 0768 Reference: RHC
86.
3. Via charityextrac. com/charlty/zygemach please
put RHC 86 in the reference field

Thank you in advance for your generousresponse
to this Mitzva,

inspiration of the giving of the Torah at Sinai as if it had just been given
that day, because they had maintained the inspiration all the time.

Every Jew when he keeps the Torah is performing a dual function. First
of all, he is doing the Mitzvos. But second of all, he is also maintaining
the work of past generations, so that it can be passed on to the next
generation. We are the bridge which connects the efforts of our
ancestors to the future. If we falter, then in a way their colossal work will
have no continuity. As we go from one year to the next, may Hashem help
us form another link in the chain which goes back to Sinai and which will
continue until Moshiach comes X 11" NNNA

Arrival Times Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)
This week’s portion begins with a beautiful mitzvah bikurim. When the
first fruit blossoms from the tree, one brings it to Jerusalem, to the Bais
haMikdash, and presents it to the kohen. It is not a mere gift; it is an
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entire ritual.

"It will be when you enter the Land that Hashem, your G-d, gives you as
an inheritance, and you possess it, and dwell in it. You shall take of the
first of every fruit of the ground that you bring in from your Land that
Hashem, your G-d, gives you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to
the place that Hashem, your G-d, will choose, to make His Name rest
there. You shall come to whomever will be the kohen in those days, and
you shall say to him, "l declare today to Hashem ..., that | have come to
the Land that Hashem swore to our forefathers to give us” (Deuteronomy
28:1-4).

The patron then recites a brief history of the Jewish People, recounting
their humble origins in the home of Lavan, through their ordeal in Egypt,
the Exodus, finally their settling in the land of Israel. Yet the preface to
the words of gratitude need clarification.

"l declare today to Hashem that | have come to the Land that Hashem
swore to our forefathers.” True, today is the day you came to Jerusalem,
but surely it is not the date you arrived in Israel! In fact, the mitzvah
of bikurim did not begin until after the Jews conquered the land and
settled it — a period of 14 years. Families who entered the land with
toddlers would be about to marry them offt How can one use the
expression, "l declare today, that | have arrived in the land of Israel?”
There is an apocryphal story regarding one of the Countesses of the
assimilated House of Rothschild.

She lay in her bedroom off the Champs-Elysées ready to give birth. The
doctor came and examined her. After a few minutes, he turned to her
husband. “There is plenty of time; let's play cards.”

Into the third round of their game, shouts came from the bedroom.
“Mon Dieu! Mon Dieu!”

The doctor looked up from the deck at the nervous husband. “Don't
worry, it's not time. Deal.”

They continued playing for another half hour when the shouts
descended to the card parlor, “Oh! My Lord! Oh! My Lord!

Again the doctor shrugged. "“Don't worry. Not yet. Deal.”

They continued for another twenty minutes when, once again, shouts
from the bedroom interrupted their game. "Ribbono Shel Olam! Gevalt!"
The doctor jumped from his chair. Turning to the Count, he shook his
head excitedly. "Now!”

The Torah tells us that after 14 years, when one comes with the
fruit of bikurim to Jerusalem, and brings his work to the kohen, and,
acknowledging the roots of his heritage and the gratitude he must have
for his creator, then he can preface his remarks with the words, “Today
| have arrived.”

It is possible to inherit a land, construct bridges, and establish factories
— but without building a spiritual nature in a country, you are not there!
You can plant trees, you can harvest grain, but without recognition that
the fruit and the grain of its inhabitants' labors are truly the outcome
of Divine guidance and inspiration, you may have come, but you have
not arrived. And so, even after one has settled, planted, and reaped,
he must come to the kohen and bring the fruit, prefaced by the words
that define his acknowledgement of the true status in the Land of Israel.
Today, | come with the fruit of my labor! Today, | acknowledge the hand
of Hashem in my labor. Today, | remember my humble roots, and the
history | endured. Today, | cry out in the name of the Ribbono Shel Olam.
Today, | have arrived! Now is the timel

All That We Have is From Hashem Rabbi visroel Ciner (Torah.org)
This week we read Parshas Ki Savo. "And it will be 'ki savo’ to the land
that Hashem, your G-d, has given to you as your portion and you will
inherit it and dwell there. And you will take the first fruits of the land that
Hashem has given you and place them in a basket. [26:1-2]"

These first fruits, the bikurim, were brought to the Beis HaMikdash
where they were presented to the Kohen. After the season of
backbreaking work, toil and hardship had yielded these first, precious
fruits they were lovingly brought as an offering before Hashem. The
bikurim demonstrated the Jew's passionate conviction that ultimately,
it isn't one’s hard work that produces results but rather the blessing of
Hashem.

This humbling understanding of wealth—how, with the wrong
understanding, it can harm its proprietor and the sensitivity that must
be shown to those who don't have—resonates throughout the parsha
of the bikurim.

"And the Kohen will take the basket from your hand. [26:4]"

The Talmud [Bava Kamma 92A] points out that this seems to support
the well-known saying of their day that ‘poverty follows poverty.’ We
have a similar saying that ‘the rich get richer." The passuk stated that the

Kohen would take the basket along with the fruits. The rich would bring
their bikurim, not in baskets but in gold and silver vessels—these were
emptied and returned. The poor, however, would bring their bikurim
in baskets. These were taken along with the fruits and not returned to
their owners.

A number of explanations are offered as to the reason behind this
seemingly strange law.

The Darchei Mussar writes that the rich, while bringing their bikurim in
fine gold and silver vessels, were feeling pretty high and mighty. A bit full
of themselves. In the state of such a mindset, their vessels could not be
accepted as part of the offering. The Kohen was, in effect, telling them
‘we don't need your money.’

The mindset of the poor, however, was quite different. With humility
and a genuine want to give, they offer their bikurim to Hashem. As such,
even the basket became sanctified along with the fruits and they were
together accepted as an offering.

The Lev Aharon offers a different explanation. The wealthy would bring
an assortment of the rich, beautiful fruit produced by their lush and
fertile fields. These fruits would be removed from the vessel which
was then returned. The poor, however, would offer the few, scraggly
fruits that they had managed to eke out from their simple field. Were
the Kohen to empty their fruits from their basket, they might feel
embarrassed of their paltry offering. The Kohen therefore accepts the
fruit while still in the basket as their offering.

It isn't easy to stay attuned to the feelings of those who might have less
than us. During my trip this past summer | stayed in a community which
was graced with some pretty amazing houses. Walking one Shabbos
we came across a beautiful house sandwiched between two absolute
mansions. | commented that | felt bad for the owner of the middle
house. The poor guy had spent hundreds of thousands of dollars to
buy himself a beautiful house and then, from whichever direction he
approaches it, he feels as if his house is a bit too small...

The bikurim lesson—all that we have is a gift from Hashem-helps
safeguard a person from brazenly displaying his wealth and will sensitize
him toward those that Hashem hasn't showered wealth upon to the
same degree as he.

Rav Sholom Schwadron zt"l, the Maggid of Yerushalayim, was well known
for the inspirational talks he would give all over the world. He personally
lived in an incredibly modest way due to his refusal to accept payment
for any of his speeches. Until the end of Rav Sholom'’s life, he did not
own a refrigerator and running water did not exist in his apartment; the
water they used was drawn form a well near the window.

Despite his personal circumstances, Rav Sholom loved the mitzvah of
giving tzedakah with all of his heart. A son-in-law related the following
incident which | saw in the biography about Rav Sholom, Voice of Truth.
One erev Yom Tov he arrived at Rav Sholom’s house to spend the
holiday with him. A few moments later he heard a knock on the door; a
poor man was standing in the entrance.

He was further in the house when he heard a soft cry and saw one of
Rav Sholom's daughters wringing her hands. “Look what Abba is doing!
Why is he doing that? Come see what Abba's doing!”

The son-in-law came to the front door where he saw Rav Sholom
unfolding a brand new shirt before the poor man's happy eyes. He had
purchased the shirt in England and had it in his closet for the past four
months, waiting to open it to honor the holiday.

After he had shown the poor man how beautiful it was, he refolded it
and returned it to its wrapping. “Take it! You should have a new shirt.
Good Yom tov!”

Turning back inside after the poor man had left with his new shirt, Rav
Sholom'’s daughter turned to him. “Abba! If you had no money to give
him and had to give him a shirt, why give him the beautiful, new shirt
from England? Why?"

Rav Sholom saw their pain and was silent. He then removed a volume of
the Rambam from the bookshelf and began to read. “One who wishes
to offer a sacrifice should bring of the best quality of the type he is
offering. This is the law with everything. If one builds a house of prayer,
it should be more beautiful than his dwelling. When feeding the hungry,
he should give of the best and sweetest food from his table. When
clothing the naked, he should offer his nicest clothing.”

As Rosh HaShanah-the awesome Day of Judgment—draws near, we
must have a clear perspective of who we really are without being misled
by what we have. Humbly sharing with others, elevating ourselves to the
level of that bikurim-basket, thus being sanctified and accepted as we
offer our accomplishments before Hashem.
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