
www.ohryerushalayim.org.uk

- 6th September 2025 - Volume 18 - Issue 8

Starting At Home                              Rabbi J Rubinstein
Rabbi Meir Chodosh and his wife went together one Shabbos, to a Shul, 
to attend the Bris of the child of a friend of theirs. After the Bris, Rabbi 
Chodosh went out to the forecourt in front of the Shul, and waited for 
his wife so that they could go home together. Somebody came out 
and told him that his wife had joined in, clearing up the Shul after the 
Simcha. Rabbi Chodosh heard this and began to stroll slowly, back and 
forward in the forecourt, without the slightest hint or sugɛestion of 
impatience. Eventually, when his wife came out, they left together calmly 
and in perfect harmony. Another couple who had observed all this, and 
who doubtless knew that Rav Chodosh had a full programme awaiting 
him when he got home, could not stop repeating how they had seen 
the qualities of patience and understanding, with which Rav Chodosh 
behaved in his family life.
This small but meaningful incident serves as an appropriate preface to 
a Verse in this weeks̀ Parshah. The Torah (Chap. 24 Verse 5) tells us that 
a man who had just got married, was exempt from serving in the army 
when the Jewish people went to war. The Talmud (Sanh. 16a) says this 
was a war approved by the Sanhedrin, and by the High Priest receiving 
divine guidance through the ותומים  the letters inscribed on the-אורים 

כי תצא - י”ג אלול תשפ”ה

מזל טוב
Mazel Tov to Dov  and Debbie Black on the birth of a grandson to 
Yanky and Ariella Black in London
Mazel Tov to Miles and Linda Levine on the birth of a great 
granddaughter in Israel
Mazel Tov to the Rov and Rebetzen on the engagement of their 
grandson Akiva Moshe Moller (Hendon) to Miriam Halter (Prestwich)
Mazel Tov to Libby Klyne and her parents, R’ Shaya and Rivka, on her 
recent Bas Mitzvah 

Chaim Aruchim
We regret to inform of the Petira of Morris Davis, father of Spencer 
Davis. Spencer will be sitting Shiva at 48 Waterpark Road till Thursday 
morning.
Motzei Shabbos at Nacht, Sunday: Shacharis 9am, Mincha / Maariv 
7pm, Visiting times: 10am - 12pm and 6:30pm - 8:30pm
Monday to Thursday - Shacharis 7:15am, Mincha/Maariv 7pm
Visiting times: 8:30am - 10am and 6:30pm - 8:30pm
Assistance with minyanim will be greatly appreciated.
We wish Chaim Aruchim to the following who have Yahrtzeit this 
week:
Sun, 14th Elul - Fabian Borocin for his father
Tues, 16th Elul - Petra Rodrigues-Pereira for her father

Yom Tov Mailings
The timetable for the Yomim Noroim has been emailed to all 
members as well as invoices for annual membership and also 
invoices for those who are members of the Shul burial scheme. 
If you have not received yours or if you have moved address in the 
last year, please notify us by email oɥce@ohryerushalayim.org.uk
Please note that the Friday night Davening times for the next two 
Shabosos has also been changed from those on the summer 
timetable.

Calling All Post-Sem Girls
We have some fun events and shiurim planned for you. 
Please be in touch with Bruria Brysh 07808898445 For more info 
Looking forward to hearing from you

News This Week

Mincha & Kabbolas Shabbos
Candle Lighting
Shacharis 
סןף זמן ק”ש
Ovos uBonim
Mincha
Motzei Shabbos
Sun 
Mon / Thurs
Tues / Wed / Fri
Mincha & Maariv
Late Maariv

6.50pm
6.56pm-7.15pm
7.25am / 9.15am
9.46am
5.00pm
6.00pm / 7.32pm
8.37pm
7.15am /8.20am / 9.30am
6.45am / 7.10am / 8.00am
6.45am / 7.20am / 8.00am
7.25pm
10.00pm

Davening Times

 the breastplate which he wore. Nonetheless, in the words of the-חושן
Chumash, “He had to be free (to devote himself) to his house for one 
year, ושמח את אשתו-and he shall make his wife happy”. Rav Tuvia Weiss 
said, this means that setting up a happy Jewish home was an essential 
part of ensuring the survival of the Jewish people, just as ɧghting for their 
safety was. This ɧts perfectly with the statement in Talmud Berochos, 
that if one makes a bride and groom happy, it is like rebuilding one of the 
ruins of Jerusalem. The building blocks of the Jewish nation are Jewish 
homes, and the way to build the Jewish home is, ושמח את אשתו-“And he 
shall make his wife happy”.
Rav Weiss also referred to another topic in this weeks̀ Parshah. We 
are told, it is a sacred duty to return lost property to its rightful owner, 
wherever possible. Nevertheless, if it involves a זקן-a senior person, 
doing something which is beneath his dignity, he is exempt from this 
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Mitzvah. But if he can entertain a bride and groom, even if it is beneath 
his dignity, he should do it (Yore Deah 244, Pischei Teshuva 4). This is yet 
another indicator, of the importance of helping to set up a home which 
is full of Simcha. 
In this month of Ellul, when we are exhorted to improve our relationships 
with other people as well as our relationship with Hashem; a good 
place to begin, is at home. The happiness which can be created, by an 
extra amount of thoughtfulness, and understanding and sympathy for 
how ones̀ spouse sees things, is absolutely precious beyond measure. 
Making an extra eɤort to achieve this, is an excellent preparation for 
Rosh Hashonoh.   

The War of Self Control             Rabbi Yisroel Ciner (Torah.org)
This week’s parsha, Ki Saitzay, is replete with seventy four diɤerent 
mitzvos. It begins: “Ki saitzay lamilchama ol oyvecha {When you go out 
to war against your enemies} un’sano Hashem Elokecha b’yadecha {and 
Hashem Elokecha will deliver them to your hand} [21:10].”
The Ohr HaChaim writes that in addition to the laws stated in regard 
to an actual, physical battle, this possuk (verse) is also alluding to the 
spiritual strugɛle of man. Every moment of our life is a part of the epic 
saga — our battle to stay focused on why we are here. The Mishna in 
Avos [4:1] teaches: Who is truly strong? One who conquers his yetzer. 
Controlling oneself through maintaining that focus is the only true show 
of strength.
How can one hope to succeed in this battle? “Un’sano Hashem Elokecha 
b’yadecha {and Hashem Elokecha will deliver them to your hand}.” The 
Ohr Gedalyahu explains that the “Anochi Hashem Elokecha… {I am 
Hashem your G-d…}” — the opening words of the Ten Commandments 
— the giving of the Torah at Har Sinai and our adherence to that Torah 
— is the elixir for the yetzer. That ‘Hashem Elokecha’ will give us the 
necessary strength in order that our ‘enemies’ will be delivered into 
our hands. Perhaps, that is a reason why our parsha contains so many 
mitzvos. If it begins with going out to battle, it must arm us with the 
necessary weaponry.
This is demonstrated in the following Medrash Rabbah [Ki Saitzay, parsha 
6;3]. The possuk [Mishlei 1:9] states: “Ki l’vios chein heim l’roshecha {They 
(the mitzvos) are accompaniments of grace for your head}.” Rabi Pinchas 
bar Chama said: Wherever a person goes, the mitzvos accompany him. 
When you build a new house… a protective gate must be erected on the 
roof and porches. When you put up a door… a mezuza must be aɥxed 
to the doorpost. When you wear garments… there can be no wool-linen 
mixtures. When you have your hair cut… do not round of the corners 
(payos) of your head. If you have a ɧeld, when you plow… don’t have 
two diɤerent species of animals pulling the plow. When you plant… don’t 
plant kil’a’yim {forbidden mixtures}. When you harvest… don’t return for 
forgotten bundles — leave them for the poor. The mitzvos accompany 
us throughout all of the twists and turns of life, enabling us to maintain 
that ever-important focus.
The Mishna [Avos 5:1] teaches that the world was created through 
ten utterances. Each utterance brought us one step further from that 
initial state of pure G-dliness. We’ve explained that this was necessary 
in order to ‘distance’ this world from Hashem enough to enable us to 
have free-will. After ten utterances, the world was in a state that didn’t 
show Hashem too clearly, thereby allowing one to sin, yet, it didn’t cloak 
Hashem too thickly, thereby allowing us the choice to connect to Him.
The Ohr Gedalyahu explains that every time we physically change this 
world through an act that we perform, we distance ourselves and the 
world a little bit more from that initial state of pure G-dliness. We run the 
risk of forgetting our purpose in life, the risk of overinvolvement in this 
world of illusion and falsehood. Therefore, Hashem, in His compassion, 
gave us a mitzva at each of these junctures enabling us to retain our 
focus.
“Ki l’vios chein heim l’roshecha {They (the mitzvos) are accompaniments 
of grace for your head}.” In addition to meaning accompaniments, the 
word ‘l’vios’ also means connection. The mitzvos enable each and 
every one of us to maintain our connection. Our connection to what? 
“L’roshecha”… To our ‘head’. To our life. To our Source. To Hashem 
Elokecha.
“In the Footsteps of the Magɛid” tells of Rav Shammai, the head of the 
Chevra Kadisha. Whereas, outside of Eretz Yisroel, the Chevra Kadisha is 
primarily busy with the taharah process performed before burial, here 
in Eretz Yisroel, their duties also include gathering the remains of terror 
and battle victims and giving them a proper and digniɧed burial.
The story took place during the Yom Kippur war, when we were caught 
by surprise and attacked by Arabs on all fronts. For days after Yom 

Kippur and during Sukkos, Rav Shammai and his assistants would travel 
throughout the Sinai desert and southward toward Suez where they 
caringly tended to the bodies of the fallen.
On Sukkos, he had with him in his jeep his siddur, his tallis, his T’hilim, 
his lulav and his esrog. At every base, soldiers of all backgrounds would 
beg him to allow them to use these. He would stay as long as he could, 
sometimes delaying his scheduled departure for hours. Eventually, 
however, he had to tell the disappointed young men still in line that he 
needed to move on. He had been summoned elsewhere.
On the last day of Sukkos, Rav Shammai and his assistants were near 
the Suez. As he approached a newly constructed army base in the wide 
open desert, it occurred to him that, since he had already prayed with 
his lulav and esrog on that ɧnal day of Sukkos, he could leave them in the 
army base if he’d be summoned elsewhere.
Shortly after Rav Shammai arrived, a long line of soldiers began to 
form, awaiting their turn to use his lulav and esrog. As a crowd began 
to assemble, a young non-religious soldier, driving an ammunition truck, 
was making his way southward. Noticing a large crowd, he got out of his 
truck and made his way on foot to where the soldiers had assembled.
He came closer and asked what the commotion was all about. Another 
soldier explained to him that Rav Shammai had come and the soldiers 
were all waiting for an opportunity to use his lulav and esrog. The driver 
didn’t seem too interested in waiting around, but when one of the 
soldiers mentioned that it was the last day to perform the mitzva, he 
decided to wait on line.
His turn arrived after a short period of time. Just as he was gingerly 
holding the lulav and esrog, a bomb tore into his truck. It exploded and 
set oɤ multiple explosions of the ammunition on board. The blasts were 
so powerful that a crater was formed in the ground where the truck 
had been parked. Not even a shard of metal could be found from the 
demolished vehicle.
Three months later, Rav Shammai read a short notice in the army 
newspaper. This driver’s wife had given birth to a girl. The announcement 
included a statement by the new father. “I believe with every ɧber of 
my being that I am alive today and I merited to see my new daughter 
only because of the mitzva I was doing at the time that my truck was 
bombed.”
In thanks to Hashem he named his daughter Lulava.
The mitzvos enable each and every one of us to maintain our connection. 
Our connection to what? “L’roshecha”… To our ‘head’. To our life. To our 
Source. To Hashem Elokecha.

Close Only Counts in Horse-Shoes 
Rabbi Yochanan Zweig (Torah.org)
“All of the men of his city shall stone him and he shall die; and you shall 
remove the evil from your midst; and all of Israel shall hear and they shall 
fear”(21:21)
The Torah instructs us how to deal appropriately with a “ben sorer 
u’moreh” – a wayward and rebellious son. If the child ɧts all of the 
criteria required to be labeled as a ben sorer u’moreh, he is executed. 
The Talmud comments that because of the many detailed requirements 
which are necessary, the occurrence of a ben sorer u’moreh is 
impossible. The Talmud cites a conɨicting opinion, that of Rabbi Yonasan, 
who states that he sat upon the grave of a ben sorer u’moreh.  Some 
commentaries explain that Rabbi Yonasan’s words should not be taken 
literally, rather that Rabbi Yonasan is stating that he knew a situation 
where a child met almost all of the requirements needed to be labeled 
a ben sorer u’moreh. As a proof, they cite the fact that Rabbi Yonasan 
was a Kohein, and therefore, his words cannot be taken literally, for a 
Kohein is prohibited to come into contact with a grave.  What requires 
explanation is: If Rabbi Yonasan found a child who met almost all the 
necessary requirements, how can Chazal be sure that such a case will 
never happen?
The Talmud teaches that there are four capitol cases in the Torah in 
which, after the execution of the guilty party, “hachraza” – “a public 
announcement” is required, stating the person’s name and the crime for 
which he was executed.  The stated purpose for these announcements 
is to instill fear into the populace, thereby preventing a repeat 
occurrence of the transgression. On three out of the four occasions 
that the Torah describes the “hachraza” process, the verse concludes 
“velo yosifu la’asos” or “velo y’zidun od” – “so that this will never happen 
again”. The lone case where this statement is not recorded is that of 
“ben sorer umoreh”. It is from this omission that the Talmud derives the 
impossibility of an actual case. There is no need to comment that this 
will never happen again, for it could never have happened the ɧrst time.


