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News This Week
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Mazel Tov to Yoni and Penny Gatoff on the birth of a girl

Mazel Tov to Hadasa Jacobson and parents Mark and Yocheved, on
her recent Bas Mitzva

Mazel Tov to Mark and Yocheved Jacobson on Malka's wedding to
Avi van Messel on Sunday

Kiddush

There will be a Kiddush following Davening, to sponsor (full/part)
please contact Marc Zemmel

Yosaif and Yocheved Bernhardt invite the Kehilla to a Kiddush for the
recent birth of their daughter, Yael, from 11.30am in their home 40
Huntley Road, Crumpsall, M8 4JF

Chaim Aruchim

We wish Chaim Aruchim to the following who have Yahrtzeit this
week:

Tues, 21st Addar - Elisheva Cohen for her father

Fri, 24th Addar - Eric Sievers for his father

Hakomas Matzeivo

The Hakomas Matzeivo for Tony Levinson will take place on Sunday,
8th March 12.30 at MH Beis Hachaim, Philips Park Road, Whitefield,
followed by a Lechaim at flat 9 Eccleston Place, Park Street

Short Term Versus Long Term Rabbi J Rubinstein
There is a wonderful story told in the Midrash (Tanchumah Parshas Re-eh
3) of the old man who sat at the starting point of two roads. One was full of
thorns and nettles at the beginning, but afterwards became a good road,
the other was smooth at the beginning, but later on became impassable.
He sat at the junction and warned travellers “Although the first road
looks more difficult, chose it because in the end it will take you to a good
destination” Those who were wise listened to him, and although in the
beginning they found it difficult, in the end they had a good journey, with a
good conclusion. Those who did not listen to him, in the end got nowhere.
The same idea is conveyed in an explanation | once heard from Rav Alter
Halpern in the name of Rav Dessler. The Talmud says, a person should
always fight his evil inclination. If all else fails, (The Talmud makes various
suggestions to help a person defeat temptation,) nnwn DI VT - He
should remember the day of death”. This is normally taken to mean, he
should remember that after a person dies, he will have to give an account
for everything he has done. Rabbi Dessler however, suggested it means he
should think of the last day of his life when he will review his whole life, and
think how things will look in their true perspective. How will this particular
action look? To take an extreme example; if an individual is about to put
his hand in the till, and embezzle some money, he may be tempted at that
moment, but how will he evaluate it at the end of his life, when he looks
back and realises, he destroyed his own honesty, and maybe his future
career, with that action. Similarly, if a person is tempted to be unfaithful to
his wife, however great the temptation may be, how will it look in its true
perspective, at the end of his life, when he knows that by succumbing
to that temptation he destroyed his whole life. The same is true in less
dramatic situations too. If a person is too lazy to help somebody else,
he could have brought happiness to another person, and earned himself
eternal reward, if only he would have got out of his armchair! Similarly, he
may have been feeling tired and irritable, and instead of exercising self
control, he lost his temper and said something which caused lasting harm
to his relationship with a friend or relative. Judaism always encourages us
to take the long-term view.

When the Jewish people made and worshipped the golden calf, nwn
1121 said to Hashem you gave them so much gold and silver how can you
expect them not to sin? (Rashi on Chap.32. Verse 31). The reasons for the
Jewish people serving the golden calf are beyond the scope of this short
Dvar Torah. But it was made more tempting and easy for them, because
the gold was so readily available. The short term temptation, blinded them
to the evil of what they were doing, with catastrophic results. One of the
lessons of this episode is, we should always think of the long-term results
of what we do, and use that knowledge to guide our present behaviour.

BU"ﬁghtil‘lg Dov Brysh
It's Egel time, which this year conveniently coincides with Parshas Parah
time, all of which makes it time to play my favourite game in the whole wide
world: “What Were They Thinking?!” | mean at first glance almost nothing
that anyone involved in the whole story does makes any kind of sense. It
feels like one of those books where the characters repeatedly do things
nobody with any common sense would do just to make the plot work.
We have B'nei Yisrael: recent recipients of God's word direct from Him
upon Mt Sinai, witnesses to the Makkos and Kerias Yam Suf — the clearest
demonstrations of HKBH's Divinity in the history of history — who now at
the drop of a proverbial hat are clamouring for an idol. The most ridiculous
bit is when the Golden Calf emerges these same people, who, remember,
not 3 months earlier literally experienced The Divine Presence on their way
out of Egypt, who have been surrounded by Hashem'’s Glory every since,
turn around and claim "these are your gods, oh Israel, who brought you up
from Egypt”. Erm what?! This thing that literally didn’t exist 5 minutes ago?
Right... Like how did they think that happened? Then we've got Aharon:
prophet, pretty much equal to his brother Moshe, 2nd greatest person
who ever lived, soon-to-be High Priest, and who personally has performed
numerous miracles, who then inexplicably just tells the people to bring
all their gold and throw it in a fire without any kind of concern for the
outcome and when something predictably does go wrong he says “Great!
Let's party about this tomorrow!”. Perhaps the most bizarre part of it all is
the fact that it seems like HKBH Himself wants it to happen (k'vayochol).
| appreciate that this is a bold claim, so bear with me here. Ok, so what
normally happens when people haphazardly chuck metal into a furnace?
It melts, right? It just ends up as a load of globby, hot, shiny, runny metal. It
does not, so far as | am aware, form into a massive lifelike bovine sculpture
without any kind of outside intervention. This is called entropy — order
does not come from disorder without an outside force (or if you want to
be more dramatic about it: things tend towards chaos) — it is the second
law of thermodynamics and it is pretty much fundamental to the running
of the universe. The only way for the Egel to have formed would have
been a miracle which means that Hashem in His Wisdom wanted to make
it happen. If He didn't, all He needed to have done was, y'’know, nothing.
What's more is that we have a rule that HKBH does not do miracles unless
He really, really (k'vayachol again) "has to”. The Rambam tells us that the
laws of nature exist because that is the way the Hashem prefers the world,
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on the whole, to run and that unless there is some kind of actual “need".
So let's get this straight, Hashem makes the Egel miraculously happen, for
reasons as yet unknown, and then gets angry when Bnei Yisrael take this
as a sign that the Egel is the miraculous thing they wanted? It seems like
we're missing something.

We are. We're missing the fact that we aren't living in Ancient Times™.
So let's fire up the time machine, flip the flippy switches, press the Big
Red Button and watch the flashing lights for a hop back to a world of
heroes, pantheons, and myth. As you step out of the time machine, you
find yourself standing in a field. There, in the middle of the field, is a bull.
Now if you're imagining whatever you've seen down at the nearest farm,
yes that's pretty impressive, now make it bigger — almost 6 and a half
feet from hooves to skull with 3 foot long (and very sharp) horns pointed
almost directly forwards. Its shoulders are 2 feet broad and it is nearly 2
tons of pure muscle. And it's angry. Congratulations, you've just met an
aurochs! This, my friend, is what the Torah refers to as a shor'.

As you can clearly see? the aurochs is a mighty, mighty beast. It is power,
presence, and pride personified and it's no wonder that literally every
religion in the Ancient Near East, whether Sumerian, Mesopotamian,
Egyptian, Greek, Canaanite, Hittite, or whatever (take your pick) worshipped
it. It has its echoes today in Spanish bullfighting, the running of the bulls at
Pamplona, and in good old all-American rodeo.

And it wasn't just Mediterranean and Levantine civilizations. Everywhere
the aurochs roamed it became deified. The Gauls, the Celts, the Vedics of
India. Hindus worship its descendants to this very day.

So now we know about bulls, let us return to "What Were They Thinking?!”.
Let's start from the beginning. What on earth possessed Bnei Yisrael to
ask for an idol? Well, you see, they didn't. The Kuzari (and others) inform us
that they did not want a new god but a new Moshe. You see, the Rambam
says, the transition from being submerged in idolatry to pure monotheism
and service of Hashem as the only true Power is really, really hard. Even
after all of the makkos, even after kriyas yam suf, Bnei Yisrael did not
believe solely in Hashem. No. They believed in Hashem and in His servant
Moshe® . They could not comprehend that they had a direct connection
to The Divine and they made exactly the same mistake as Enosh and his
generation and thought that they required an intermediary between them
and HKBH. For them, this was Moshe Rabeinu who performed the Makkos
and who was the Earthly representative of Hashem, and so when Moshe
was seemingly gone they were lost. They went to Aharon in despair and
asked him to provide another way they could fill the void. Now Aharon,
knowing full well that no such intercessionary power is needed wants to
show them that they are wasting their time and instigates a stalling tactic
of getting them to bring everything precious that they own assuming that
this will either put them off the idea completely or take so much time that
Moshe will be back before they are. When neither of these happens, he
chucks the gold into a fire, again assuming that nature will take its course.
At this point, Hashem steps in. He makes a calf out of the molten gold. A
calf which is not a bull but will in due course grow up to be one. A symbol
that says that the idea of needing an intermediary power between normal
people and HKBH, whilst not idolatrous, necessarily leads to actual idolatry.
This is a Very Important Message, and definitely worthy of breaking the
laws of nature for before any full-grown idolatry starts to worm its way
back into the national psyche of Bnei Yisrael. Now Aharon, he gets that
message. He says to Bnei Yisrael "ok guys, let's put a pause on this here
and ‘Chag LaShem Mochor” — tomorrow will be a chag — which although
we commonly translate as meaning “festival”, Rav Hirsch identifies as
etymologically meaning “a renewal of a personal relationship” — with
Hashem (and only Hashem). Bnei Yisrael do not get the hint, for them their
request has been granted and in the Egel they have a new Moshe who
was part of (once more k'vayachol) the divine team who brought them
out of Egypt. "These”, they exclaim, "both of them, Hashem and His link on
Earth, are the powers that brought you out of Egypt". Disaster! Clearly, a
new message is heeded. Not a warning but a different option, an option
that simultaneously plays into the Bnei Yisrael's misconceptions whilst
also correcting them. A Mishkan. A place in which Hashem promises Bnei
Yisrael that He will (ok maybe just one more once more K'vayachol) come
to them. And now Bnei Yisrael have what looks like a path to connection
but which is simply a representation of Hashem's

Sanctuary within the midst of them — “V'shachanti b'tocham”. And what
do they sacrifice in their direct connection to Hashem? Well yes there are
lambs and pigeons and assorted other bits, but mostly what they kill is....
1 So now you can get the word "ox" out of your head and place it in your
mental filing cabinet of "words nobody apart from Artscroll translators actually
use” alongside “phylacteries” and “conflagration”

2 Over your shoulder as you run away

3 This should not be surprising; it literally says it in the pasuk.

...oulls.

Freedom Rabbi Yisroel Ciner (Torah.org)
This week’s parsha, Ki Tisa, contains the Chait Ha'Egel and the subsequent
breaking of the Luchos.

"And he (Moshe) turned and descended from the mountain with the two
tablets of testimony in his hand... And the tablets were the work of Elokim
and the writing was the writing of Elokim, charus {engraved} upon the
tablets... And it was when he came close to the camp and he saw the calf...
and he threw the tablets from his hand and he broke them. [32:15-19]"
This description that the luchos were charus seems to be out of place.
That should have been mentioned earlier when the luchos were first
introduced: "And He (Hashem) gave to Moshe.. the two tablets of
testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of Elokim. [31:18]" Why
was this description delayed until the Torah spoke of the breaking of
these luchos?

The Kli Yakar writes that this description of the luchos actually explains
why Moshe deemed it necessary to break them. The Medrash teaches
that the term should not be read charus vut rather chairus, meaning,
freedom. The luchos, the Torah, grant a freedom that allows a person to
soar above this mundane world. It was the words of Hashem that created
the world. When studying and connecting to Hashem's words that were
given to us in the luchos/Torah, one's own spiritual world is created. By
connecting to the Golden Calf, Bnei Yisroel showed that they were not yet
worthy of this freedom. Moshe therefore broke the luchos.

A fantastic story, told in the book entitled Vintage Wein, offers a poignant
glimpse of this freedom.

During the Vietnam War, a marine suffered physical injuries and
psychological damage. He was sent to the Veterans Hospital in the middle
of New Jersey. While there, he expressed an interest in studying about his
Jewish heritage and he was granted a visit to the Lakewood Yeshiva. He
grew interested in learning Torah and the Navy acceded to his request
that during his recuperation he be granted leave to study full-time at the
Yeshiva.

While there, he became committed to Torah study and observance, all the
while receiving full disability pay from the Navy. A board would periodically
monitor his eligibility and after three years they recommended that
payments be suspended as he had recovered. The ex-marine appealed
this decision and a special tribunal of three naval officers was chosen to
review this case.

The navy argued that he had made a full recovery and was functioning on
a high intellectual and emotional level. He countered that his vocational
goal was to become a Torah scholar and eventually he would leave
Lakewood and become a teacher.

The panel challenged the ex-marine asking why they should support
a religious vocation. They explained that they were not authorized to
support Rabbinical preparation.

The student explained that he was not training to be a Rabbi rather a
talmid chacham. When asked for a definition of that term, he explained
that a talmid chacham is a person who knows right from wrong and can
help others to make ethical decisions. | know enough to become a Rabbi
but [ still must learn more to become a talmid chacham.

Things didn't look too promising until one of the panelists, a former
commander, spoke up. "I have seen talmid kokums in action!” he said,
unable to pronounce the guttural ‘ch’ sound. “They read from those long
books."

He told his co-panelists that when he was the commander of a destroyer
in the China Sea during the Korean War, a Jewish Chaplain asked
permission to study Talmud with two Jewish sailors. “This chaplain was a
talmid kokum and studied Talmud regularly.”

"We were off the coast of China for three straight months. When we
finally hit port in Japan it was a wild scene—even before we docked, fights
were breaking out to see who would be first off the ship. As discipline
was breaking down in front of my eyes, this chaplain and the two Jewish
sailors were learning their Talmud on the port main deck, oblivious to all
the commotion. Well, their quiet scholarliness affected the others. My
men couldn't help noticing that the talmid kokums were studying and not
behaving like madmen. Their example served as a calming affect on the
rest of the crew.

"I recommend that we grant this man another year of full compensation.
Being a talmid kokum is serious business. We can call it occupational
therapy if you want.”

Not charus but chairus—freedom, rising above the mundane. Moshe broke
the first luchos but after repentance and prayer the second luchos and
the Torah were given.

True freedom is within our grasp.
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