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Believe In Yourself, and the Ribono Shel Olam Will Do 
Likewise                           Rabbi Yissocher Frand (Torah.org)
Parshas Ki Seitzei begins with two of the most mind-bogɛling sections 
of the Torah. First is the halacha of a yefas toar captured in war: A man 
captures a woman in war and falls in love with her. The Torah makes an 
exception to its normal rules of appropriate marriages. We have talked 
about yefas toar many times in the past and will not be discussing it 
again this week.
The second mind-bogɛling section at the beginning of Parshas Ki 
Seitzei is the ben sorer u’moreh (the “wayward and rebellious son”). 
A boy just past his thiteenth birthday is rebellious and doesn’t listen 
to his parents. He steals, and then eats a certain amount of meat, and 
drinks a certain amount of wine. The parents are commanded to bring 
him to beis din and complain about his behavior. Chazal say that this 
is a case of the Torah descending to the depths of the matter and 
prematurely proscribing the death penalty so that the boy will “die 
while yet innocent and not die when he is already guilty.” If we allow 
a lad with such tendencies to grow up, he will eventually become a 
murderous thief.
This is a very strange halacha, to the extent that there is a Talmudic 
opinion in Perek Ben Sorer U’moreh that such a case never occurred 
and will never occur. According to this opinion, these halachos were 
taught merely so that its Torah can be studied and expounded upon, 
thereby earning reward for those who learn it.
Anyone who learns the sugyos in Sanhedrin readily sees that the 
conditions that must be met for a child to become a ben soreh u’moreh 
are so far-fetched and overwhelming that it is virtually impossible to 
ever happen. That is how the Torah can make such a drastic statement 
(let him die innocently so that he not die when guilty). The parents 
need to be the same height and to have the same voice and must 
share many other requirements, such that “unlikely” does not even 
begin to describe the combination of all those conditions.
The Gemara in Sanhedrin mentions another detail about ben sorer 
u’moreh that makes the execution of such a boy even more improbable: 

כי תצא - ט’ אלול תשפ”ו 

A ben sorer u’moreh whose misdeeds are forgiven by his parents, is 
forgiven (i.e. – and not punished). Not only that, but if even one of the 
parents object, the beis din will not go through the aforementioned 
process. This too is very unusual. Normally, in cases of monetary debt, 
the party owed the money can be mochel, forgiving payment. However, 
when someone transgresses a negative commandment, there is no 
such forgiveness. A lav is a lav. “I don’t want to press charges anymore” 
is an American concept. It doesn’t exist in halacha. So, what does this 
mean?
Rav Elya Svei (1924-2009) shares a beautiful idea. The whole basis of 
ben sorer u’moreh is that the boy is beyond redemption. He is lost. 
But, Rav Elya Svei says, if one, and certainly if both, of the parents say 
“Don’t do it,” that means that there is still someone who believes in this 
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Davening Times

Mazel Tov
Mazel tov to Hudi and Hadassah Scherer on the birth of a baby 
girl. Mazel Tov also to grandparents Malcolm and Vivienne 
Fagleman 
Mazel Tov to Leivy and Dassy Goldman on the birth of a 
granddaughter to Bentzy and Shira Goldman 
Mazel Tov to Asher and Meira Richman on the birth of a baby girl. 
Mazel tov also to grandparents David and Jenny Lewin.

Kiddush
There will be a Kiddush following Davening, s ponsored by 
Dean and Susan Kaye in honour of the Yahrtzeit of her mother, 
Adrienne Baars

Chaim Aruchim
We wish Chaim Aruchim to the following who have Yahrtzeit this 
week: 
Shabbos , 9th Elul - Helen Braunold for her father
Sun, 10th Elul - Spencer Davis for his father and Helen Braunold 
for her mother 
Thurs, 14th Elul - Fabian Borocin for his father
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boy. If there is someone who still believes in him, then he can, in fact, 
turn around. When the child sees “my father or mother, who otherwise 
remain ɨat against me and have not changed their minds, yet they still 
have faith in me,” there is yet hope. Once there is still hope, then the 
Torah’s prediction will not necessarily occur. That puts the matter into 
a wholly diɤerent perspective. Therefore, we drop the case.
Rav Elya continues and says that this concept of other people believing 
in a person is relevant regarding teshuva (repentance) as well. The Torah 
is indirectly teaching that as long as you still believe in yourself, there 
is hope. Rav Elya brings an incredible Medrash from Vayikra Rabbah. 
A sharecropper rents land from a landowner. The sharecropper has a 
terrible year. Everything failed and he made no money. He comes to 
the landowner and asks for a handout.
If he comes in nicely dressed, with his hair nicely combed, and a smile 
on his face and lies about the success of his agricultural eɤorts and 
then asks the landowner for a donation of ten dinarim, the landowner 
will say, “Certainly. I will give you twenty!” But if he comes in unkempt, 
looking like the end of the world is upon him and he tells the landowner 
how terrible it went, then it is highly unlikely that his request will be 
considered.
Does that make any sense? Why does the landowner treat this fellow 
who is lying through his teeth as though he were the most honest 
person in the world while the person who is honest is given nothing? 
Is the lesson that you should lie through your teeth? The lesson is that 
when the landowner sees that this person has conɧdence in himself, 
then he will likely believe in the person as well. Whereas, the person 
who presents as downtrodden and of broken spirit appears hopeless. 
“If you are hopeless, I am not going to put my money with you. You are 
a bad bet.”
Then the Medrash compares this to another “sharecropper.” That 
sharecropper is Dovid Hamelech. The Medrash says that Dovid 
Hamelech ɧrst came to the Ribono shel Olam and said, “The Heavens 
relate the Glory of G-d” and then he said, “And the deeds of His 
hand are spoken by the ɧrmament” [Tehillim 19:2]. Dovid Hamelech 
enumerates all these praises of the Ribono shel Olam and then the 
Ribono shel Olam asked him what he wants.
Dovid Hamelech answered “Ribono shel Olam, I want you to be mochel 
(forgive) me.” The Ribono shel Olam says “I will be mochel you.” Why? 
When we come to the Ribono shel Olam and confess all our aveiros 
(sins), why should He be mochel us? The answer is that the Ribono 
shel Olam saw that Dovid Hamelech still believed in himself. He could 
still see the good and he could still see that “the heavens relate the 
glory of G-d.”
The Ribono shel Olam says “If you believe in yourself and you believe 
that you can have a better year, and you think that you can do proper 
teshuva, I am willing to extend you credit.” Just like the sharecropper, 
who in spite of all his setbacks still had a positive image of himself and 
believed in himself, such that his landowner was willing to grant him 
the money, that is the way it is with the Ribono shel Olam as well.
We are approaching the yom hadin in a year that has not been the 
greatest year. Perhaps many of us feel beaten down and feel that we 
have slipped. Nonetheless, so much really depends on our attitude 
about the future. If we believe in ourselves and we think the future can 
be better, the Ribono shel Olam will say, “Okay. I will also trust you.” But 
if we don’t trust in and believe in ourselves, then it will be hard for Him 
to believe in us as well.

Thanks to Egypt                     Rabbi Yisroel Ciner (Torah.org)
Ki Seitzei discusses many diɤerent mitzvos and ideas but there was 
one that really struck me. The parsha discusses the diɤerent nations 
and their ability or inability to join the K’hal Hashem. (Even though they 
will be accepted as converts, there will be severe restrictions on who 
they will be allowed to marry. That is the meaning of K’hal Hashem.)
Male members of the nations of Amon and Moav cannot marry into the 
K’hal Hashem. Even ten generations after the original conversion, the 
K’hal Hashem is oɤ limits to the descendants. [23:4]
However, when it comes to our good friends the Mitzrim {ancient 
Egyptians}, a diɤerent law applies. “Do not abhor the Egyptian because 
you were a stranger in his land.” Rashi points out that our stay there 
was no vacation–they ultimately threw our newborn boys into the Nile–
nevertheless, since they were our hosts in our time of need (when we 
ɧrst went down to Mitzrayim), “the third generation (the grandchildren 

of the original convert) can enter the K’hal Hashem.” [23:8-9]
(To avoid any confusion or misunderstandings, I would like to point out 
that these post-conversion marriage restrictions apply to the ancient 
nations of Amon, Moav, (Edom) and Egypt. All other nations were able 
to convert and enter the K’hal Hashem immediately. Since all of the 
nations have been moved and mixed up over time, any modern day 
convert has the status of the vast majority of nations, and can enter 
the K’hal Hashem with no marriage restrictions.)
We look back on relationships and experiences that we’ve had and 
we see that there were positive and negative aspects. It happens 
quite often that if, when we make the tally, there seems to have been 
more negative than positive, we will then view the entire relationship 
or experience in a negative way. We’ll feel freed from the need to show 
appreciation for that which we did gain.
Our parsha illustrates the piercing hakaras hatov {sense of gratitude} 
that a Jew must not just feel but act upon. All of the horrors that we 
as a nation endured during the enslavement in Mitzrayim cannot 
erase that relatively minute beneɧt that we gained from them. The ɧrst 
two generations cannot enter the K’hal Hashem–they drowned our 
children–but the third generation can–they hosted us when Yaakov 
ɧrst descended.
At the same time, perspective must be maintained and we can’t allow 
ourselves to be stepped upon. The Talmud [Sanhedrin 91.] relates that 
the Egyptians came before Alexander with a grievance against the 
Jews. Quoting the verse that the Jews took vessels of gold and silver 
on the way out of Mitzrayim, they demanded compensation.
A fellow by the name of G’viha ben P’sisa went to argue the case for 
the Jews. “Just as your source was a verse from the Torah, I will also 
draw from a verse in the Torah. ‘And Bnei Yisroel were in Mitzrayim for 
four hundred and thirty years.’ You Egyptians owe us the wages of six 
hundred thousand workers who put in four hundred and thirty years 
of work!”
Alexander, impressed by his line of argument, oɤered the Egyptians 
a chance to respond. They asked for three days to craft a response. 
When the three days passed and they still had no way to counter the 
argument, they left town in a hurry.
More than their due we needn’t give but their fair compensation 
cannot be ignored. When it comes to hakaras hatov, details cannot be 
washed away by the overall picture.
Sometimes, however, the obligation of hakaras hatov requires us to 
ignore a detail and focus on that overall picture.
The family trip that we took was primarily to attend a wedding in the 
USA of a very close friend and talmid {student}, and to visit and spend 
time with close family. Due to a disparity in ticket prices, on our way 
to the States we were able to spend a Shabbos with close friends 
in England at virtually no extra cost. Shabbos was beautiful and the 
opportunity to experience a diɤerent country with my family was truly 
a once in a lifetime (on a Rabbi’s salary!) experience.
Our continuing ɨight to New York wasn’t until Monday, allowing us to 
spend Sunday touring the Tower of London and taking a boat ride up 
and down the Thames River. Every part of the day was an experience, 
including even the bus and train rides to and from.
As we got oɤ the last train, ready to return to the home of our friends, I 
was ɧlled with a serene feeling of contentment and thanks to Hashem 
for having allowed my family to share such an experience. That feeling 
was permeating throughout my entire body until the moment that I 
reached into my pocket and realized that it was empty–my wallet was 
gone.
British pounds, American dollars, Israeli shekel–gone. Israeli license, 
New York license–gone. Credit cards, debit cards, bank cards–gone. 
Last but certainly not least, my wallet-sized wedding picture that I’d 
carried for eighteen years minus a few days–gone.
Suddenly, it was nausea that was permeating throughout my entire 
body. I felt that detail of the lost wallet washing away the entire 
experience. I was in danger of conɧning my memory of the England 
trip to a lost wallet…
Hakaras hatov to others is the stepping-stone to hakaras hatov to 
Hashem. It is on that foundation that we can build our avodas {service 
to) Hashem. At times it requires dwelling on details and at times it 
requires ignoring them. As we prepare for the upcoming Yomim Nora’im 
{Days of Awe–Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur} the focus must always 
be a feeling of profound appreciation for all that He has given us.


