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News This Week
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Mazel Tov to David and Zara Newman on the birth of a Grandson to
Bela and Chaim Haffner
Mazel Tov to Avi Kraushar and parents, Zevi and Malki, on the occasion
of his Bar Mitzva this Shabbos. The Kehilla is invited to a Kiddush after
davening in Vine Street Shul Hall.
Mazel Tov to Michael and Debbie Black on the occasion of Tova’s
wedding to Yitzchok De Lange this Wednesday

Chaim Aruchim

We wish Chaim Aruchim to Dani Epstein for the Yahrtzeit of his father on
Sun, 11th Cheshvan

Avraham Is Challenged To Wipe His Hard Drive Clean
Rabbi Yissocher Frand (Torah.org)

In the Medrash Rabbah (Chapter 39), Rav Yitzchak comments on the first
pasuk in our parsha – “Go forth from your land, your birthplace and the
house of your father to the Land that I will show you” (Bereshis 12:1) – by
citing a pasuk from Tehillim (45:11): “My daughter listen to me and see; turn
your ear and forget your nation and the house of your father.” This is how
Rav Yitzchak would begin his exposition on Parshas Lech Lecha. He would
reference this pasuk from sefer Tehillim. The question is – what does this
pasuk in Tehillim Chapter 45 have to do with Parshas Lech Lecha?
I saw an idea in a sefer called Nachlas Eliezer from Rav Eliezer Kahan, who
was a Mashgiach in Gateshead:
Rav Yitzchak is coming to answer a question that many meforshim ask:
The pasuk “Lech lecha m’artzecha u’mi’moladetecha u’m’beis avicha…”
contains an inherent problem.” The Ribono shel Olam is asking Avraham
to go away from his country, his city, his father’s house and to go to Eretz
Yisrael. As we all know, if we go anywhere – especially if we go out of the
country – the first place that we leave is our home. Then we leave our city.
Then when we get to the airport and take off toward our destination, we
ultimately leave our country. The pasuk should therefore have really been
written in the reverse sequence: Go forth from your father’s house, your
birthplace (i.e. – your city), and from your land (i.e. – your country); not
vice versa as the pasuk states.
The famous answer to this question is that the Almighty is not requesting
a change of location, venue, or zip code from Avraham over here. Rather,
the Ribono shel Olam is asking for Avraham Avinu to become a different
person, literally to go ahead and wipe the slate clean to the extent that
there is no remnant of his past existence.
To what can the matter be compared? A while back, my laptop started
to run very slowly. I went to my computer guy and said, “You need to do
something about this laptop.” He told me “The laptop is so old, and it has
so much stuff on it that the only way to get this up to speed is to wipe the
hard drive clean. We would need to get rid of everything, bring it back to
‘Bereshis’, then reload all the software onto it and then it would perform
like new. But guess what? It is cheaper to buy a new laptop than to have
me do all that for you.” Which I did.
HaKadosh Baruch Hu is asking Avraham “Wipe your hard drive clean.” There
should be no zecher (memory) left of your previous existence, of who you
were. “I want a fresh start. I am going to build a new nation from you and
therefore everything in your past needs to be deleted.”
Now the pasuk makes eminent sense. We are all Americans (at least most
of us). So as Americans, there is a certain influence that the country we

live in has on us. Americans are different from Israelis, Israelis are different
from Russians, and Russians are different from Iranians. Everyone is different
based on the cultural practices of the country where they grew up. This is
the reality of things.
But the influence that a person’s country has on him is not in his bone
marrow. That is the easiest influence to get rid of. That can be accomplished
in quick order. Therefore, “Go out of your land” (Lech lecha m’artzecha)
comes first in the pasuk. Next comes “and from your birthplace”. We are all
influenced by the cities we live in. Different cities have different cultures.
We are Baltimoreans, which we consider a badge of honor. People in other
towns may turn down their noses at the idea of being “Baltimoreans”. For
better or worse, there is a certain culture here. We are influenced by living
in Baltimore, Maryland. This influence has a little more profound impact
on a person’s identity than “your country”, but again it is not part of the
person’s DNA.
But then there is a person’s family – Beis Avicha. This is part of our very
essence. This influence comes along in our mother’s milk. This is the hardest
thing to get rid of – the walls that we were raised in, what we heard as
children from our parents and our siblings. That is really who we are.
Therefore, HaKadosh Baruch Hu is not really telling Avraham to change
location but to become a different person and to delete all former
influences. The way to do that is Artzecha, Moladetecha, and finally Beis
Avicha.
This now helps us understand what Rav Yitzchak was saying by linking
the opening pasuk of the Parsha with the eleventh pasuk in Chapter 45 of
Tehillim: “My daughter listen to me and see; turn your ear and forget your
nation and the house of your father.” This is exactly what was occurring
at the beginning of Lech Lecha. Avraham was commanded to forget his
nation and then forget his father’s house – in that order!
With this understanding, we can also resolve another problem in the first
pasuk of our parsha. Rashi comments on the words Lech Lecha (Go for
yourself) – for your benefit and for your own good! This is another famous
question that everyone asks: This is supposed to be a test for Avraham.
There is a difference of opinion whether it is the first or second of the
famous Ten Tests that Avraham was given, but it certainly is considered a
“Test” and a challenge. So G-d is telling Avraham: Guess what? Here is a
test. If you pass this test, are you going to be in good shape!
If “Go where I ask you to go” is supposed to be a Nisayon, why isn’t the
challenge being given without any promises? Let the promises come after
Avraham passes the test and gets to “the Land he will be shown”?
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The Nachalas Eliezer addresses this problem by citing a fundamental
principle of Rav Yisrael Salanter in terms of how to live life. Rav Yisrael
Salanter said that to successfully pass a Nisayon, a person needs two
elements: A person must have Yiras Shamayim. That is, if the Ribono shel
Olam asks you to do something, you must comply because you fear the
Ribono shel Olam. But the key to passing a Nisayon is to minimize the test
and make the challenge seem less great than it really is.
A person needs to convince himself – “psych himself out” – that it is not the
highest mountain to climb, it is merely a hill. We can give an example. Let’s
say that someone needs to exercise every morning. The only way a person
can exercise every morning is by getting up at 5:00 am. That is the only time
when it might fit into the daily schedule. Now, who wants to get out of bed
at 5:00 am? Why do you need to do exercise? Because you need to lose
weight and it is good for your cardio-vascular system. So you tell yourself
– why am I getting up so early? It is because it is good for my weight. It is
good for my heart. (That is why we are all overweight.)
You make a “deal” with yourself. You say, if I get up at 5:00 am in the
morning, I am going to treat myself to a cup of “Keurig-made coffee”, if I
don’t get up at 5:00 o’clock then it is Nescafe. So why am I getting up then?
I am not getting up because I want my heart to be better or because I want
to lose weight. I am getting up because of the geshmak of having some
Keurig -made coffee. I love that coffee.
Rav Yisrael says this is the approach a person needs to use in Yahadus. Do
not make it hard on yourself! Make it easy in your mind. HaKadosh Baruch
Hu is telling Avraham – become a different person. Do you know how
hard that is? Avraham Avinu is not 15 years old at the beginning of Lech
Lecha. He is 75 years old. It is not easy to “erase a person’s hard disk” at the
age of 75! In order for Avraham Avinu to pass this test, it was necessary to
minimize the challenge. Therefore, he was promised that this move would
be “for your benefit, and for your own good.”
One final point: The pasuk says “And be a blessing” (Bereshis 12:2).
Rashi explains: “The blessings are given over into your control. Until now,
blessings were in My Hand. I Blessed Adam and Noach. However, from
now on, you will bless whomever you desire.” This gift was unprecedented
in the history of the world. The keys to blessing were given over to Avraham
Avinu.
We can again provide a contemporary example: Imagine a billionaire who is
fantastically wealthy. He gives out charity most generously, but he appoints
a Gabbai Tzedakah to oversee his charitable contributions. Now if he tells
this Gabbai Tzedakah – not only will you oversee my contributions, but I
am no longer going to even sign the checks. You will be the one who gives
out my millions of dollars based on whatever you think is appropriate. No
strings attached. No oversight on my part. This is the nature of the blessing
“V’Heyei Beracha” as Rashi describes it.
The reason the Ribono shel Olam gave this gift to Avraham was because
Avraham became a different person. He wiped his entire previous life
experience clean and became “Kulo l’Hashem” – totally devoted to the
Almighty.
Now we can understand something that is truly mind boggling. The pasuk
says in Chayei Sarah: “And it was after the death of Avraham, Elokim blessed
Yitzchak his son…” (Bereshis 25:11). Rashi asks – why was it necessary for
the Ribono shel Olam to bless Yitzchak – after all, He had given the “keys
to blessing” to Avraham to bless anyone he wanted. Why didn’t Avraham
bless Yitzchak himself while he was still alive? Rashi answers: Even though
the Holy One handed over the keys of blessing to Avraham, Avraham was
afraid to bless his son because he saw that Eisav would descend from him.
Avraham said, “Let the Master of Blessing come and Bless who ever finds
favor in His Eyes.” And the Holy One came and blessed Yitzchak.
Which of us, if we controlled the power of blessing in this world, would
withhold it from our own son – even from the “Yitzchak that you love”
(Bereshis 22:2)? Yitzchak is a Tzadik Yesod Olam! He was prepared to be
offered as an unblemished offering at the Akeidah! Avraham Avinu said,
“No. I am not going to take the responsibility of giving a Bracha to Yitzchak
because Eisav is going to come out from him.” How selfless can a person
be? How does a person get to such a spiritual level?
A person gets to that level by working on himself and allowing himself to
depart from his land, from his birthplace, and from the house of his father.
He becomes a new person – a person the Almighty trusted with the Power
of Bracha.

Long Distance Call

Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

Good deeds deserve good dividends, but there is one deed mentioned
in this week’s portion that is veiled in anonymity. However, its dividends

lasted so forcefully that the impact was realized almost 500 years later.
The Torah tells us about a war that took place. Avram’s nephew Lot was
captured. The Torah tells us “Then there came the fugitive and told Abram,
the Ivri, who dwelt in the plains of Mamre…” (Genesis 14:13) It obscures
the name of the refugee and does not even directly state his message. The
next verse, in a seemingly disjointed manner, tells us, “and Abram heard
that his kinsman was taken captive, he armed his disciples who had been
born in his house — three hundred and eighteen — and he pursued them
as far as Dan” (ibid v.14).The Medrash tells us that the refugee was Og, a
giant of a man who escaped an attack on his fellow giants. He informed
Avram that his nephew was alive, albeit taken prisoner with malevolent
intent. He figured that Avram would try to liberate Lot and be killed in
battle. Og would then marry Sora. (Perhaps that is the reason that the Torah
seems to separate what Avram heard from what the refugee told.) For this
piece of disguised information, Og receives a seemingly disproportionate
reward. He is granted not only longevity, as he lived until the final days of
the Jews’ sojourn through the desert, but also the impact of his deed was
so potent that Moshe was afraid to attack him before entering the Land of
Canaan! Imagine. Og lived for 470 years after the deed, and then Moshe
had to be reassured that he need not fear his merits!
Rabbi Berel Zisman, one of the few remaining from his illustrious family
of prominent Lubavitch Chasidim spent a portion of World War II in a
concentration camp in Munich. After the war, he was allowed entry to the
United States, but had to wait in the town of Bremerhaven for six weeks.
During that time he decided to travel to Bergen-Belsen the notorious
concentration camp which was transformed to a displaced person camp
to visit a cousin who was there. Dozens of inmates came over to him with
names of loved ones scattered across the free plains of the USA. They
wanted to get them messages. Berel took their messages. To Sam Finkel
from Abraham Gorecki: “I am alive and recuperating. Please try to guarantee
employment to allow me to enter the US.” And so on. One card was for
Jacob Kamenecki from a niece from Minsk. “Please be aware that I survived
the war and will be going back to Minsk.”
Armed with lists of names and some addresses, Berel arrived in the US
where he became a student in the Lubavitch Yeshiva in Crown Heights.
Knowing no English, upon his arrival he asked a cousin to address postcards.
Each had a message written in Yiddish “My name is Berel Zisman. I have just
arrived from Europe – and have regards from…”He filled in the blanks and
ended the brief note on each card with, “for further information, I can be
contacted at the Lubavitch Yeshiva, corner Bedford and Dean in Crown
Heights.”
Rabbi Zisman does not really now how many people received his cards,
but one person who lived in a basement apartment on Hewes Street
definitely did. When Rabbi Jacob Kamenecki, one of the United States’
leading sages, came to the Lubavitch yeshiva looking for Berel Zisman, a
war refugee who had arrived at the yeshiva only a week ago, no one knew
why.
Berel was called out of the study hall and met the elderly man, filled him
in on all the particulars about the status of his relative, and returned to his
place. When the young man returned to his seat, he was shocked at the
celebrity treatment he once again received. “You mean you don’t know
who that Rabbi was? He is the Rosh Yeshiva of Torah Voda’ath!” Berel
shuddered, feeling terrible that he made the revered scholar visit him. A
while later, he met the Rosh Yeshiva and approached him. “Rebbe, please
forgive me, I had no intention to make you come to me to get regards. Had
I known who you were I would surely have gone to your home and given
the information to you in person!”
Reb Yaakov was astounded. He refused to accept the apology. “Heaven
forbid! Do you realize what kind of solace I have hearing about the survival
of my relative. I came to you, not only to hear the news, but to thank you,
in person, for delivering it!”
Imagine. Avram was nearly 80 years old, he had no descendants, and the
only link to the house of his father’s family — at least documented as a
disciple of Avram’s philosophies — was Lot. Now even the whereabouts
and future of that man were unknown. And when Og delivered the news
of his whereabouts, perhaps Avram’s hope for the future was rekindled.
Perhaps his gratitude toward Og abounded. And though Og spoke one
thing, and Avram heard another, the reward for the impact on Avram’s
peace of mind was amazingly powerful.
We often make light of actions and ramifications. The Torah tells us this
week, in a saga that ends five books and some four hundred years later, that
small tidings travel a very long distance.
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