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Mazel Tov to Ariel & Leah Berghash on the engagement of their
daughter Sara to Yoni Halberstadt, son of Yossi & Yael

Mazel Tov to Dani and Esty Epstein on the engagement of Chava
Chaya to Eli Hodari

Kiddush

There is a Kiddush sponsored by family Michoel Issler in honour of
the upcoming wedding of their son, Lazer to Elisheva Zemel in Israel.

Girls Bas Mitzvah Event

A most fabulous time was had by all at our recent Bas Mitzvah event!
The girls had a wonderful time at the Bento Bake session, creating the
most fantastic and delicious cakes. A heartfelt thank you to Mrs Owen
of Cherry on the Top for guiding the activity so beautifully.

We are also deeply grateful to Mrs Epstein for organising the event
and Rebbetzin Cohen, Rebbetzin Klyne, Mrs Dansky, and Mrs
Freedman for all their help in making the evening such a memorable
success. As part of the celebration, each Bas Mitzva girl was
presented with a beautiful Siddur

Ner Lamaor

We would like to thank those who have sponsored Ner Lamaor over
the past year. There are dedication opportunities for the year ahead
of a month or part of one. Please speak to either Chizky Salomon or
Avi Stern for more information and to discuss payment options. In the
Zechus of sponsoring the benefactors should get the Brocho - ' 721
DIDW O7W' "IN ... NIND7 11 DINNW

The Only Yartzeit In The Torah Rabbi J Rubinstein
The verse which expresses, possibly more than any other, our hopes and
aspirations at this time of the year is, DIXI 'WAWN DIXI 'WYHNN DI 'Y DIX
1NN DI7WNI NNNDE DI DTVINT7I NNNW7I [IWW7 QTN 117 2N Wyn-
"The fast of the 4th month (17th of Tammuz) and the fast of the 5th month
(Tisha BAv) and the fast of the 7th month (Tsom Gedaliah) and the fast
of the tenth month (10th Teves) will become for the house of Judah for
happiness and joy and good festivals, love peace and truth” (Zechariah 8;
19). But it is easy to overlook the last phrase. What does “Love peace and
truth” have to do with our hopes that Hashem should turn these fast days,
in to days of joy and happiness?

The answer is connected to this weeks Parshah, where we find the only
Yartzeit mentioned in the Torah. The Yartzeit of |[ndn |NnNN-Aaron the
priest, which is on the first of the month of Av. (Chap 33 Verse 38.) The
Netziv comments, the great service of NnX in the Temple being stopped
in the month of Av, was a sign that in future, damage would be done to the
Temple in the month of Av. Rav Dovid Cohen explains further, [non [NNN
was famous for bringing peace where there was arguments and disputes,
and we are taught that the n1ow-the Divine presence, is to be found where
there is unity, as it says, 78w '0QAW TN' DY 'WUNY QOXNNA 170 [NIW -
“And Hashem became King in the Jewish people, when the numbers of the
people gathered together, the tribes of Israel in unity” Therefore the death
of 2N [INnX, and the lack of his unifying influence, impacted on the Divine
presence in the Temple. Indeed we are told, the ultimate destruction of
the second Temple was caused by D1N NNi1W-needless hatred between
Jewish people. This is part of what we are meant to learn, from the verse
marking the Yartzeit of |non |NnX. Therefore when we speak of the days of
mourning for the Temple being turned to days of happiness, we conclude
"Love truth and peace” because that is what will make the rebuilding
happen.

The key is to love people and love peace. Rav Aryeh Levine was famous for

'O NIV 26th July 2025 - Volume 18 - Issue 2

visiting people in the prisons in Israel. He also used to conduct Shabbos
services for them. One Shabbos, a guard came in and told him he urgently
needed to go home because his daughter had been stricken with paralysis.
The next Shabbos, when he returned, he told the prisoners his daughters
condition was very serious, but he insisted on continuing with the services.
When it came to the reading of the Torah, and one of the prisoners was
called up, instead of saying in the Mi Sheberach prayer, that he would donate
money to charity, he said he would donate a day of his life to the Ravs
daughter. Each subsequent prisoner who was called up, also donated days
of their lives to the girl. One has to ask, how did the inmates in the prison
come to take such a drastic step? The answer can only be, the sincerity of
the Ravs love and concern for them had reached their hearts, and they felt
impelled to offer days of their lives to save his daughter. He was famous for
the depth of his concern, and interest in each of the prisoners. His example
of loving people and looking for the good in them, like ,|ndn [INNN is one we
must try and learn from, at this time of the year.

As It Is Used, So It Is Kashered Rabbi Shaya Klyne
72T 72 .NN9YN NINE 7'TAN NN 71120 NN NWNIN NNE Q02N NINEANTN NN N
2NLI WND NMVN UKD X' WWN . Only the gold, the silver, the copper, the
iron, the tin and the lead — everything that comes into fire — you shall pass
through fire and it will be purified.

From the words in these pessukim the laws of kashering keilim are learnt.
The halacha is that if a vessel becomes “treif”, for example both milk and
meat were cooked in it, in order to make it kosher again for cooking in,
one must kasher it. In order to kasher it, one must first clean it from any
remaining tangible bits of issur that remain. Once he has cleaned it then he
must do N7Van — he must purge it. The process of N7van changes according
to the way the vessel became treif. In the words of Rashi, Iwpwn N1
IN7Va0N, its purging is done in the manner it is used.

That which is used for cooking by hot water should be purged with hot
water; if cooked by roasting, it must be purged by roasting (being made
white hot in a fire).

The O"n YoN compares the process that is needed in order to be woN
D7D to the process that is needed in order to be Y'wWow a person. When a
person has become “treif”, when he has done aveiros and is in a rut, there
is a prescribed method for teshuva; how to get out of it and to become
"kosher" again.

The first stage is cleaning out any of the tangible treif. The first stage is
removing the aveiros that are tangibly in him. He must have charata; he
must completely regret the actions he has done and take no further
pleasure from them. He must take upon himself to no longer be involved
in such aveiros.

At this stage he is now ready for the actual purging — the n7van. The words
of w1 are IN7van 1WHWN 1T, the purging must be done in the same
manner that it became treif.

The D"n yon explains that the strengths that were used to do the aveira
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must now be purged by using those same strengths for mitzvos. When a
person uses his tongue for aveiros, for speaking Loshon Hara and hurting
people, Chazal in Maseches Arachin clearly learn out from drashos that the
way to fix that is by using one'’s tongue for Torah learning. The learning of
Torah is the cleansing of the tongue. This will only work if one has got rid of
the tangible “treif” first. A complete XoNN N2tV must be done first, which
involves regretting the aveira and taking upon himself the effort to try and
steer away from the aveira in the future.

We must realise that through a real teshuva we are taking the tools that
Hashem has given us, cleaning them and putting them through a proper
n7van.

As Av begins today, many sefarim say that the teshuva process culminating
with the yomim noraim begins. Let us start the process by internalising the
messages of teshuva from this week’s parsha.

Kohein-in-Waiting Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)
There is a fascinating law in this week’s portion. The Torah tells us that one
who kills accidentally must be banished to a city of refuge. The Torah refers
to an accident that is tinged with a bit of negligence, not a total mishap
or a death tainted with intent. The cities of refuge were the home of the
Levites, whose life's mission was service to others. Thus a lesson in care
and concern during the murderer’s stay would elevate of his soul.

The Torah tells us very unique terms of release. The killer was to stay in the
city of refuge until the Kohein Gadol (High Priest) died. Of course, the scene
among his Levite neighbors, who were the protégés of the Kohein Gadol
mourning the loss of their beloved leader, would put the murderer's joy
of freedom in perspective. It would be almost impossible to be exuberant
with his own release amongst the thousands of residents mourning their
leader — and that would be another lesson, before his new life in society.
But the Torah identifies the Kohein Gadol, whose death results in the killer's
release, in a strange way. “He (the killer) shall remain (in the city of refuge)
until the passing of the Kohein Gadol who he anointed” (Numbers 35:25).
The Talmud in Makos is baffled by the words who he anointed. It somewhat
implies that the killer had to do with the Kohein's anointing — and that just
cannot be. After all wasn't the Kohein anointed way before the accident
occurred?

The Talmud answers. True. This verse implies that if, after the time of the
accident but before its judicial resolution, a new Kohein Gadol is anointed,
then the killer only is released after the new Kohein's death. The Talmud
asks why? This new Kohein Gadol was not around during the accident? True
he was appointed before the verdict, but he was appointed after the death
occurred. Why is he somehow involved the verdict of the accused? Why is
his death the redeeming factor for the accused? Why is he punished? The
Talmud answers that if there was a trial during the new Kohein's tenure,
he should have prayed for the welfare of the accused. He should have
interceded and prayed in order to mitigate a verdict of exile. Therefore, if
the verdict came in his tenure, the man is released with his death.

It is quite difficult to understand. How is an incoming Kohein Gadol, during
the most exciting and prestigious period of his career expected to worry
about the verdict of a man, he has never heard of, who is accused of
manslaughter.

Rabbi Chaim Kanievski, of B'nei Berak, Israel, the son of the Steipler Gaon
of blessed memory, is known for his amazing breadth of Torah Knowledge
which is only paralleled by his great diligence in Torah study. With the
passing of his father more than a decade ago, people from all walks of
life line up in front of his home seeking answers to complex Torah and
personal questions.

But his greatness and wisdom were known to hundreds in the yeshiva
world for many years.

Many years ago, as a student in the Ponovez Yeshiva, | heard an amazing
story. A young man came to Reb Chaim with a long list of questions. Reb
Chaim seemed a bit preoccupied but the visitor insisted in asking the
questions, to which Reb Chaim responded, one by one.

Suddenly Reb Chaim began tidying himself up and put on a recently
pressed kapote and new hat, and asked the young man'’s indulgence. He
had to go somewhere but he allowed the visitor to accompany him. The
younger man did, peppering him with questions the entire way.

They walked a few blocks until they reached a wedding hall. Upon entering,
Reb Chaim embraced the groom with a warm hug and kiss and apologized
for the delay. Reb Chaim sat himself among the prestigious Rabbonim who
graced the dais as they prepared the marriage documents. The persistent
questioner was almost oblivious to the scene and continued to ask as more
questions and eliciting responses. Reb Chaim tried to juggle the needs of
the groom while trying to accommodate the visitor who had besieged him
with problems.

But the persistent questioner received the shock of his life when, as the
music began, heralding the march to the badekin, where the groom, flanked
by his father and father-in-law, met the bride and covered her face with
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the veil. The groom rose from his seat and immediately his future father-
in-law took hold of his arm. The groom's father took hold of the other arm.
But before he did so, the groom'’s father turned around and apologized to
the stranger who he had been talking to for the last hour or so. He said
that would be unable to help him until after the ceremony. And then Rabbi
Kanievski nodded Mazel Tov to the hundreds of well-wishers and began
the procession to his own son'’s wedding!

The Torah tells us that the Kohein Gadol-elect, waiting to be anointed to
the most spiritual position in Judaism has a responsibility to worry about
the welfare of the common man — even those accused of manslaughter.
He should worry about his welfare and the verdict on his life. There is no
greater inauguration to the responsibilities of priesthood than the concern
for every single one of us.




