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News This Week

Rov’'s Gemoro Shiur

Mazel Tov to the Rov and his Gemoro Shiur on completing Maseches
Moed Katan and Chagigah at a Siyyum at his house on Wednesday.
The Shiur has just started Gemara Erchin and takes place every
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday after late Maariv. Newcomers
welcome!

Ovos U’'Bonim
Please note this week Ovos u'Bonim is 1 hour 15 minutes after
Shabbos for 45 minutes

History Repeats Itself Rabbi J Rubinstein
"The wise men of Athens asked Rav Yehoshua Ben Chananya; when salt
rots, how do you preserve it?" He replied, (IN7 'N7n N2 NMD D XN7N).
"With the afterbirth (placenta) of a mule”. (Talmud Bechoros 8b) There
is obviously a hidden meaning to this dialogue, because salt never rots,
and a mule is the result of a cross between a horse and a donkey and it
does not reproduce, so there never is, a placenta which comes out of a
mule. The meaning is, the ancient Greeks were really saying, you believe
that Judaism is what preserves you, but Judaism is going out of fashion.
What will you do when your preservative itself rots? The Rav answered,
you are implying that we should adopt some of the Greek beliefs, and
ways of life, and discard parts of Judaism, so that something of Judaism
will remain. But you are wrong, a hybrid created by amalgamating parts of
Judaism with parts of the Greek way of life (Hellenism), will not continue
in to future generations. It will be like the mule, which cannot reproduce,
because it is a cross between two other animals, it will have no future.
History has proved the Rav right. Nobody in the world now practices a
mixture of Hellenism and Judaism. Neither does anybody worship the
ancient Greek Gods, or dress like the Greeks of old. But many people
still practice a pure undiluted Judaism, they serve Hashem, they wear
Tzisis, and keep Shabbos etc.. But at the time many people, like the wise
men of Athens, thought Judaism was out of fashion and on the way to
extinction, and the only solution was to create a fusion of Hellenism and
Judaism, or abandon Judaism altogether. Then the Greek rulers tried to
force them to convert to Hellenism. This is the battle the Chashmonaim
led by Matisyohu and his son Yehudah Hammacabee had to fight; and in
fact won, with the kindling of the Menorah in the Beis Hamikdosh.

In our own times a similar phenomenon has occurred. At the beginning
of the twentieth century, numerous Jewish public figures were predicting
the demise of traditional Judaism. Jewish communities, particularly
those under the rule of the Czar, were full of people who thought
Judaism was doomed. Some thought the only solution for the Jewish
people was to adopt Communism. Many Communist leaders from Trotsky
downwards were Jewish. Others thought Bundism was the answer, or
other "isms", or a combination of the other “isms" and parts of Judaism.
Had they lived to the end of the twentieth century they would have been
astonished to see, all the "isms” have faded or disappeared altogether,
but pure Judaism is thriving and flourishing. Once again we have seen
the fulfilment of the words TYWXN NATI )7V TWK 'NIN ‘N INK NN NNT NI
D71V TVI NNYY AT 'ONI1 1'ON 1WIND! N7 1'90 MnW =" This is my covenant
says Hashem My spirit which is upon you, and my words which | have
placed in your mouth will not go away from your mouth and the mouth
of your descendants from now and for all time” (Isaiah 59).

What A Pity! Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)
It was not an easy decision, but the brothers felt that they came to it
in an honest and fair manner. Yosef was a rebel and had no place in

the family. Death was not the final answer, as the brothers decided that
his rebellion against them was not worthy of capitol punishment just
permanent banishment from their ranks. And so he was sold as a slave.
Hashem, however, had different plans. Years later, it was they who were
on the hot seat sitting before a disguised Yosef, viceroy of Egypt, who
accused them all of spying.. “The only way | will believe you is if you
bring your youngest brother Benjamin here to me.” Then he imprisoned
Shimon as a hostage. At that point, the brothers realized that this
ludicrous accusation was more than a mortal vagary. It must be Divine
retribution. “But we are guilty concerning our brother, when we saw his
his soulful anguish as he pleaded to us, and we did not listen; that is why
this anguish comes upon us” (Genesis 42:21).

Reuven, the eldest of the brothers, admonishes them by adding a
seemingly redundant statement. "Did | not speak to you saying, ‘do not
sin against the boy! But you did not listen, and now his blood as well
behold is being avenged!” (Genesis 42:22). What is the meaning of this
regretful enunciation? Didn't the brothers say the same thing? What did
the brothers regret, and what did Reuven add?

The story is told that a poor widow holding a chicken came running to
her Rav one Friday morning. “Rebbe,” she cried “for the last two weeks |
saved enough money to buy this chicken which | just had slaughtered this
morning in honor of the Shabbos. After it was slaughtered, the shochet
looked at it and said that there is a problem with it. Is it kosher?” The
Rav looked at the chicken and frowned; according to the opinion of the
Shach, one of the most prominent commentaries of the Shulchan Oruch,
the chicken was not kosher. However, the Rav looked up at the tear-
stricken face of the widow and looked again very carefully at the chicken.
He remembered that there were some opinions of other, not-so-famous
authorities which ruled more leniently.

The Rav decided to employ the more lenient ruling and told the woman
that the chicken was kosher.

"Go home and enjoy it with your family!” The woman left the Rabbi, tears
of joy streaming down her face.

Later, the Rav told his students, “When | come to heaven, | am not afraid
to face the wrath of the Shach, against whom | employed a leniency. | am
afraid, however, to face the wrath of the old widow whom | would have
ruled against and forced her family to go hungry.”

Many commentators explain that even the terrible misfortune that
transpired to Yosef's brothers did not inspire the brothers to regret the
actual sale. They felt that the sale of Yosef, approved by the brothers as
a Bais Din, was within the parameters of justice.

But the misfortune and false accusations did cause them to realize
that there was one ingredient in the transaction and in their sentence
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that was missing. And that was compassion. They meted justice but
did not respond to the soulful anguish as Yosef pleaded to save his
soul. Reuven, on the other hand, felt that the entire sale in itself was
misguided and thus chided his brothers on it. On that the brothers felt
they were justified. When Yaakov is told the story of the accusatory ruler,
he blesses his sons that when they return to the viceroy, “may Almighty
G-d grant you mercy before the man that he may return your other
brother (Shimon) as well as Binyomin” (Genesis 43:14).

Yaakov understood quite well that compassion may change a verdict of
the harshest order. And the brothers, regretting their indifference, now
understood the same.

Often, when faced with the challenge of justice, we do what is technically
correct. The question we must ask ourselves is where do we stand when
our brother pleads?

sing His Praises Rabbi Yisroel Ciner (Torah.org)
This week we read the parsha of Miketz. "And it was, miketz {at the end}
of two years, and Paroah dreamt. [41:1]" His first dream was of seven fat
cows arising from the river followed by seven lean cows; the fat ones
were then consumed by the lean ones. He then awoke; fell back asleep
and dreamt again. In his second dream, seven healthy and full ears of
corn were swallowed up by seven thin ones.

Paroah called in his wise men and his magicians but none were able to
interpret the dream to Paroah’s satisfaction. Paroah, told of Yosef who
had successfully interpreted dreams, had him brought from prison. “And
Paroah said to Yosef: 'l have dreamt a dream and no one has interpreted
it—=I've heard that you can understand a dream and interpret it And
Yosef answered Paroah saying: ‘The wisdom is not mine; Elokim {G-d} will
answer the welfare of Paroah.[41:15-16]"

Yosef explains that there will be seven fat years followed by seven lean
years and Paroah must prepare accordingly. Paroah the idol worshipper’'s
reaction is amazing. He turns to his servants, wondering if there are any
other people who have the spirit of Elokim in them like Yosef. He then
turns to Yosef, acknowledges that Elokim revealed the interpretation
to him, and appoints him second in command of all Mitzrayim. He's a
believer! One explanation of a dream and he believes in Hashem.

Rav Yaakov Naiman zt"l points out that this reaction is in stark contrast to
the Paroah that Moshe later had to deal with. When Moshe approached
Paroah to release Bnei Yisroel {the Children of Israel} from slavery, his
immediate reaction was "Who is this Hashem that | should listen to Him?"
Plague after plague hardly made him into a believer. Even in the end,
when he finally released Bnei Yisroel, he quickly regretted it and came
charging out after them.

Both Paroahs began as idol worshippers and were shown signs of
Hashem'’s existence and power. Why did they react so differently?

Rav Naiman tells the story of a wealthy, G-d fearing person whose
fortune lay in the fleet of ships he owned. A terrible storm arose and
his entire fleet was destroyed. No one wanted to be the one to inform
him that he was now penniless so the task was thrust onto the Rabbi of
the city.

The Rabbi summoned this man and began to discuss how the world and
its riches are really illusory and false and therefore, if someone were to
lose some of that wealth, it shouldn’t be such a big deal. He seemed to
readily accept it.

The Rabbi continued working on this theme for a long time and then
asked him how he'd react if he'd hear that one of his ships had sunk. “I
understand that it's all nonsense and | wouldn't be upset,” he responded.
The Rabbi continued, explaining how that wasn't really such a show of
yir'as shamayim {fear of heaven} as he would still remain very wealthy.
He then asked how he'd react if he'd hear that two or three of his boats
had sunk. The man thought for a short while and then responded that
he wouldn't be upset.

Explaining that this was still not a display of full yiras shamayim, the
Rabbi asked how he'd react if he heard that all his boats had sunk. The
man answered that to simply say he wouldn't be upset might be easy
but not totally honest. “Let me have some time to myself to really work
this through and then I'll answer your question.” He closed himself in
a room and worked on truly internalizing the worthlessness of all this
world has to offer. After a few hours he emerged and told the Rabbi that
even if all of his ships would sink, he wouldn't be upset.

The Rabbi turned to him saying that now that he's reached this point, he
can tell him that word arrived—all his ships had been lost in a storm. The
man immediately fainted.

When he had been revived, the Rabbi asked how one minute he's saying
that he'd be fine if he'd lose his wealth and the next minute he's fainting.
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The man explained that it was easy to accept that this world is worthless
when he had a fleet of ships on the water. Once he heard that he lost
his fleet—he fainted...

That, Rav Naiman zt"l explains, is the difference between the two Paroahs.
When Yosef spoke to his Paroah he told him there is a G-d in the world
and He's going to make you rich! Tremendous wealth will be brought to
Mitzrayim in order to purchase food. Such a G-d, Paroah was ready to
believe in. When Moshe spoke to his Paroah he told him there is a G-d in
the world and He's taking away your wealth. The slave nation serving you
must be freed. Such a G-d, Paroah was not ready to believe in.

We find a similar idea in the Talmud [Sanhedrin 92B]. At the time when
Nebuchadnezer threw Chananya, Mishael and Azarya into a furnace
(for refusing to bow down to his idol) Hashem instructed the prophet,
Yechezkel, to go to the valley of Durra and resurrect the dead there.
These bones came to Nebuchadnezer and began to tap him. Asking for
an explanation, he was told that the friend of the three people he had
thrown into the furnace was resurrecting the dead in the valley of Durra.
Tremendously moved, Nebuchadnezer began to sing wondrous praises
to Hashem. So wondrous that, had an angel not come and slapped
him in the mouth, his praises would have humiliated and shown up the
praises of Dovid HaMelech {King David's praises comprise Psalms}.
Why did the angel stop Nebuchadnezer from saying Hashem'’s praises?
If they would be better than Dovid HaMelech'’s praises then so be it! Why
was favoritism shown here?

Rav Menachem Mendel of Kotzk, known as the Kotzke Rebbe, explained
that the angel didn't stop Nebuchadnezer from saying praises. He simply
slapped him in the face! To compete with Dovid HaMelech you have to
sing Hashem's praises at all times. When you're witnessing heaven on
earth and when you're witnessing hell on earth. When you are king and
when your son has ousted you and you are running for your life. When
you see a miracle and when you get slapped.

That which these great Gentile kings were unable to grasp is something
that we expect from every Jewish household. The standard blessing
given to a groom and bride is that they should merit building a 'bayis
ne'eman b'Yisroel'-a trustworthy house in Israel. This trustworthiness
refers to the ability to see Hashem's hand, appreciate Him and sing His
praises throughout the wide spectrum of situations that each couple
experience throughout their life.
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