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News This Week
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Mazel Tov to Nati and Sharon Sebbag on the birth of a
granddaughter to Eli and Rivka Sebbag

Mazel Tov to Charles and Joy Khan on the birth of a grandson to Eli
and Rebecca Kreditor in Israel

Mazel Tov to Yossi David and his parents, Aron Chaim and Chavi, on
the occasion of his bar mitzvah this Shabbos. There is a Kiddush for
men following davening at their home, 18 Canterbury Drive, Prestwich

Clocks Change

Reminder that the clocks go back 1 hour this Motzei Shabbos

Chaim Aruchim

We wish Chaim Aruchim to the following who have Yahrtzeit this
week:

Mon, 5th Cheshvan - Mike Krebs for his mother

Weds, 7th Cheshvan - Rov for his father

Shalosh Seudas

The new season starts this Shabbos n"'N. Please try and assist with
the cost of the NTIVO by sponsoring or jointly sponsoring a week by
putting your name against a Sedra on the list on the notice wall in
the foyer

Ner Lamaor

We would like to thank those who have sponsored Ner Lamaor over
the past year. There are dedication opportunities for the year ahead
of a month or part of one. Please speak to either Chizky Salomon or
Avi Stern for more information and to discuss payment options. In
the Zechus of sponsoring the benefactors should get the Brocho -
DIDW D7W! N"A0N ... AIXNT7 11 DINAW D 721

The Language Of Heaven Rabbi Jacob Rubinstein
There is an incredibly inspiring book called "Voices In The Silence”,
which chronicles how Rabbi Yehudah Leib Meislik and his family
maintained their observance of Judaism, in spite of persecution
by the old czarist regime in Russia, followed by terrible anti-
religious campaigns by the communists. In the book, (Page 243)
his daughter recorded that her father once told her, “It does not
matter so much what you pray for; what matters is how you pray.
Imagine a child praying with utter sincerity "Oy Hashem my marbles
are lost! Help me find them!” It may seem ridiculous to us, but
Hashem loves that prayer, because it comes from the heart. So if
a person wants to reach some great goal and he cant achieve it
on his own, he should pray from the bottom of his heart. Hashem
will help; he hears every prayer we say, and when a prayer comes
from deep in the heart of a Jew, he wont leave it unanswered".
-After preparing this part of the Dvar Torah, | happened to read
in the newly released biography of Rav Matisyohu Salomon (Page
153-154), that Rav Elya Lopian expressed exactly the same idea.

In addition to this, the NV |N7IW (The Code Of Jewish Law)
Chap. 28 says; "One who prays, must concentrate his heart on
the translation of the words which he is uttering, and think that
the Divine Presence is in front of him, and remove all thoughts
which disturb him”. Rav Elyah Lopian, quoted in the Siddur "Rav
Elya”, said; “The language of heaven is the language of the heart;
the language of the mouth, if it is not said with the heart, is not

understood there”.

With all this in mind, we can begin to understand the significance of
an episode in this weeks$ Parshah which is easily overlooked. After
N1 (Noah) emerged from the ark, he offered sacrifices to Hashem.
The Chumash says that as a result of the “Pleasant aroma” which
arose from these offerings, Hashem promised not to punish the
world again, like He had with the flood. Rav Yehuda Leib Chasman
said, the "Pleasant aroma” unquestionably means, the pure and
holy thoughts which accompanied ni$ offering of the sacrifices.
In the merit of those thoughts, Hashem promised, that even if
humanity would sink to the lowest depths at some time in the
future, Hashem would not destroy them with another flood! This
really teaches us the incredible long-term effect of pure thoughts,
when serving Hashem.

Nowadays our prayers replace offerings. Perhaps we cannot reach
the exalted level of Ms thoughts after he left the Ark, (although
perhaps we can!) But certainly we should always remember that
the source of the Mitzvah to pray is the verse Dd2127 722 1TaV7I
-And to serve Him with all your heart” and strive to fulfil the
guidelines for prayer quoted above from the Code Of Jewish Law.

Let Us Build A City And A Tower
This week’s parsha contains the strange episode of the Migdal
Bavel. The Pesukim say “Everyone on earth had the same language
and the same words. And as they migrated from the east, they
came upon a valley in the land of Shinar and settled there. They
said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks and burn them
hard.” Brick served them as stone, and bitumen served them as
mortar. And they said, “Come, let us build us a city, and a tower
with its top in the sky, to make a name for ourselves; else we shall
be scattered all over the world.”

What exactly were they trying to accomplish? The common pshat
is that in some way they wanted to make war on Hashem kviyachol.
Rashi gives three interpretations on the words "DMNAQTI NNN N9W
DTN — the same language and the same words". First that their
intention was to somehow go up to the Rakiah and wage war with
Hashem. Secondly that they spoke against the yechido shel olam
— they spoke against Hashem (despite having survivors of the
Mabul still alive amongst them).

Third pshat is that they thought that once every 1656 years, the
heavens collapse like that which occurred in the mabul — they
wanted to make a “pillar” to hold up the heavens to prevent the
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world being destroyed again.

The Ramban says they were rebelling against the Creator. Pashut
pshat is that they were afraid to be dispersed. An old friend of
mine likes to explain that the migdal was in fact a watchtower —
they developed an authoritarian society and the migdal was an
immense watchtower that was put up to prevent anyone leaving.
Rabbainu Bchayai writes that the Dor Haflaga were very wise men
despite their wickedness, their kavana was to be spared from the
punishments of heaven. The intention of the Migdal was to be
spared in case G-d destroyed the world again. They saw it had
happened already once with water and they thought it would
happen again but with a mabul of fire. This was their “war” — they
wanted access to the forces of Heaven to circumvent the will of
G-d.

R’ Yonosan Eibeshitz said they wanted to somehow make it into
orbit and fly up into the upper worlds.

The Baal Nesivos Hamishpat explains the plan of the Dor Haflaga
in his sefer Nachalas Yaakov on Sefer Bereishis. He explains
that there is a great principle in the Briah - “Ze Leumas Ze Asah
Elokim” "This opposite that G-d created in the world". There are
always opposing and equal forces in this world. There is a place
for Hashra'as HaShechina, ie. Eretz Yisroel, Yerushalayim, the
Beis Hamikdash. So too there needs to be a place for Hashra'as
Tumaah. If they designated and built a place that was opposite
to Yerushalayim, a migdal that was knegged the Beis Hamikdash,
they would be able to access shefa from the shaar hatumaah.
Wherever there is tumaah, kedusha disappears. The sin of the
Dor Haflaga caused the Shechina to flee to the 7th level of the
Rakiah. They wanted to designate places of tumaah which was
the purpose of the ir and the migdal.

The world was created to work in this principle of opposites. If
there is a Gadol Hador, there must be a Rasha Hador. If there
is a holy edifice, there must be an opposite. This was how they
could wage "war” on Hashem and in some way take control of the
Kochos of creation.

The Baal Nesivos Hamishpat also wrote a commentary on Megillas
Ester and uses this same principle to explain the 10,000 talents
of silver that Haman paid Achashverosh. Seemingly Achashverosh
was very much in tune with Haman's plan — what was the purpose
of this immense payment? A single talent is estimated around
34kg of silver — 10,000 was absolutely enormous. He explains
that the amount of money Haman gave was commensurate to
the Machatsis Hashekel that was paid by every Jew. The Gemara
in Megilla says that it was revealed to Hashem that Haman would
pay this money, therefore there was a mitzvah given of Machatsis
Hashekel to counteract Haman's payment. Haman knew that if
he "opposed” the Kedusha of the Shekel with the same amount,
he would be able to turn that Koach in some way to Tumah and
destruction.

Lastly, I'd like to add a pshat in DTN DT NNX N9W” that | heard
from Rabbi Tatz. The children’s version is that the Dor Haflaga
all spoke the same language, and to confuse and disperse them,
Hashem made them speak other languages. One spoke Swalhili,
another French etc. Rabbi Tatz explains differently. He describes
that when a person heard a Navi speak, it wasn't just hormal
sounds and words that could be interpreted according to the
biases of the listener. Hearing a Navi speak had an experiential
quality, in some sense you lived and experienced what they
spoke. The Dor Haflaga initially had this quality which drove their
Achdus. There was no room for misinterpretation — they were
completely unified by the fact that they understood each other
totally. What Hashem did was remove this quality — this caused
their dispersion as now there was room to mishear, misinterpret,
make mistakes and assumptions. After this their Achdus broke
down and their society scattered.

(mostly based on a shiur by Rabbi Daniel Glatstein)

TEHILLA ZEMMEL & MEIRA GATOFF
INVITE ALL FATHERS & DAUGHTERS
TO THE SUNSHINE CARNIVAL
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FACE PAINTING - PIZZA & CHIPS - PRIZES - MORE!

AT 6:45PM NOVEMBER
OJ HALL MOTZEI SHABBOS
FOR APPROX 1 HOUR PARSHAS LECH LECHA

Pizza and chips, plus snacks will be served
Suggested donation - £5 per child for members, £7 for nen-members

RSVP to Marc Zemmel by Tuesday 28th October
BOOKING REQUIRED FOR ENTRY

—
Poland Kivrei Tzadikim Trip
with

Reb Shaya
SCP Siyum
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(29th - 30th Nov ‘25)

£1 30 + ﬂ igh tS (currently £85 return)
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el Lublin, Old and

For more details or to book, Hillel Schijveschuurder
Whatsapp 01619257575 or text 07771514146
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