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News This Week
aeh lfn
Mazel Tov to Charles and Lucy Bursk on the occasion of Saul’s Bar
Mitzvah this Shabbos in Holy Law followed by a kiddush after
davening in the Henry Seaberg hall.

Kiddush This Shabbos
There will be a Kiddush after Davening this Shabbos jointly
sponsored by Rafi Green and Michael Freedman on the occasion of
the yahrtzeits of their respective fathers next week. Chaim Aruchim.

melyle miigl
We wish farewell to Ben and Batsheva Blackston on their move to
Los Angeles. We wish them much Hatzlocho with the move!

Going By Foot

				

Dov Brysh

I like to learn Tanach. One of the problems I encounter when engaging in
this pursuit is that fairly often people in Tanach do things that appear
inexplicable; their actions can be, on the face of it, perplexing in the
extreme. Other times their actions appear to have very simple but
unfortunately unflattering explanations which we instinctively try to
dismiss as untrue. In these situations, I like to play what I call the ‘al tadin’
game: imagine what it would be like to be in the story – the historical,
geographic, social and political realities of the time – what would you
think? What would you do? How would you perceive what was going
on? It’s a useful tool (and one that mefarshim like the Malbim and
Abarbanel make exceptional use of) but when we apply it to the Bnei
Yisroel in our parsha we encounter a bit of a problem: it works too well.
If we try to see the situation from the point of view of one of the Bnei
Yisroel it’s difficult to see what they did wrong.
They are approaching a land that they have no knowledge of, except for
the fact that it is inhabited by 7 of the most powerful nations in the entire
region. Therefore, they ask Moshe to check with HKBH if they can send a
few men to have a look around, check the terrain, see what’s what. And
HKBH says yes. And so they choose the 12 best, holiest men, the Gedolei
Hador if you like, to go. And 40 days later the psak comes back: the vast
majority of Gedolim all say not to go. Yes, there are 1 or 2 who are cholek
but they’re yechidim and don’t count really, not when the Gedolim have
paskened.
From our vantage point in the audience we’re well aware of the change
that has happened to the meraglim; and there are plenty of fascinating
explanations as to why they behaved the way they did but they are not
the focus of this little scribbling. However, the Bnei Yisroel at the time had
no idea; to them these were the same tzadikkim that had left a month and
a half previously. Can we really blame them for reacting the way that they
did? And yet this is such a dreadful sin that it costs them entry into Eretz
Yisroel, a death sentence in the desert and is a contributing factor in all
our troubles since. So, what gives?
Rav Yissochor Shlomo Teichtal in his magnum opus Eim Habonim
Semeicha offers a solution that is both extremely simple and extremely
powerful. Where the Bnei Yisroel went wrong is that when HKBH is
offering you Eretz Yisroel on a plate, telling you that He will fight your
wars of conquest and all you need to do is walk in, you don’t prevaricate.
You don’t go “well let’s see if we can make it work”. It matters not one jot

the stature of the people saying “don’t go”. You don’t ask to check it out
first. You just go. When HKBH has rolled out the red carpet and put up
the big flashing “welcome home” neon sign you just go.
History is peppered with people who have been moser nefesh to rectify
this. The letters of the Bartenura describe the intense storms he
experienced on his journey just across the Mediterranean from Italy to
Eretz Yisroel. R’ Yehuda Halevi looked at what he wrote at the end of the
Kuzari, dropped everything and immediately set off for Yerushalaim.
Historians are divided as to whether he ever even made it such were the
difficulties he encountered. More recently, this week marks the 50th
anniversary of the incarceration of a young Russian man named Boris
Kochubiyevsky who was sent to Siberia for the heinous crime of applying
for a visa to go to Israel. After his ‘trial’, he sent a letter to Leonid Brezhnev,
then leader of the USSR, in which he wrote the following:
“As long as I live, as long as I am capable of feeling, I will do all I can to
be able to leave for Israel. And if you find it possible to sentence me for
it, then all the same, if I live until my release, I will be prepared to go to
the homeland of my ancestors, even if it means going by foot.”
“Even if it means going by foot.” As perfect a riposte as possible to the
meraglim – those who went by foot.

Get The Message?

Rabbi Pinchas Winston (Torah.org)

Send out for yourself men who will scout the Land of Canaan, which I am
giving to the Children of Israel… (Bamidbar 13:2)
A FRIEND OF mine told me a story the other day about a friend of his. He
told me that when his friend came home from yeshivah for a visit, his
father asked him, “Are you learning mussar?”
“Of course, Abba,” the boy answered.
“No,” the father pressed, “Do you have a SEDER in mussar and learn it
seriously?”
The son was taken aback by his father’s insistence. In all his years, his
father had NEVER shown that much concern about his learning mussar.
Why all of a sudden? So he asked, and his father explained.
“Today I was with someone I consider to be a BIG talmid chacham, and
for whom I have had a LOT of respect over the years. But then he started
going on and on about something that happened to him, and how he
was not shown adequate kavod—honor. It REALLY bothered him.”

The Week Ahead
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Mincha
Candle Lighting
Shacharis
y"w onf seq
Children’s Group
1st Mincha
2nd Mincha
3rd Mincha
Rov’s Shiur
Motzei Shabbos
Sun
Mon
Tues / Fri
Wed / Fri Rosh Chodesh
Mincha & Maariv
Late Maariv

7.30pm
7.56pm - 8.00pm
9.15am
8.57am
10.45am
2.00pm
6.00pm
9.54pm
Following
10.59pm
7.15am / 8.20am
6.45am / 7.10am / 8.00am
6.45am / 7.20am / 8.00am
6.30am / 7.00am / 8.00am
7.45pm
10.50pm
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entry into Eretz Yisroel and the Final Redemption, not only by 39 years,
but for three millennia…and we’re still waiting. And because of that,
MILLIONS of Jews have died over that time, and often in the cruelest of
ways. And all because the spies didn’t take a “little” mussar.
WOW.
It’s not usually the lesson we focus on when discussing this
week’s parsha. Yet, if you think about, it is such an important part of who
we are, or at least who we’re supposed to be. We see this from an
episode in the Talmud:
The nations will then plead [on the final Day of Judgment], “Offer us the
Torah again and we will obey it.”
But The Holy One, Blessed Is He, will say to them, “Foolish among
peoples, the person who took trouble [to prepare] on Erev Shabbos can
eat on Shabbos. But the person who has not troubled himself on Erev
Shabbos, what will he eat on Shabbos? Nevertheless, I have an easy
mitzvah called Succah. Go and fulfill it”…
Everyone will immediately go and make a succah on the top of his roof.
But The Holy One, Blessed Is He, will cause the sun to blaze forth over
them as at the summer solstice, and each will kick his succah [on the way
out] and go away…
But occasionally it happens that the summer solstice extends to the
Festival for the Jews, and they suffer. And does not Rabbah say: “He who
suffers is exempt from dwelling in the succah?”
True, they would be exempt, but would a Jew [kick the succah on the
way out]? (Avodah Zarah 3a)
Apparently not. Then what DOES a Jew do on the way out of his succah
when such a situation occurs?
Take mussar. They feel the rejection of their hard efforts and wonder what
was missing that made it unacceptable. G-d is not trying to make our lives
difficult, or to punish us. He wants us to go to the World-to-Come, and
to have the best portion we can. That takes work in THIS world, and
anything He does to “teach” us is called “mussar.” Teaching is a defining
trait of G-d. Learning what He teaches us is supposed to be OUR defining
trait.

Q&A

Kids
1. How many spies were sent?
2. Who went to Maoros Hamachpeylo?
3. What date did all the Jews cry on?
4. Why was the tribe of levi not represented by a spy?
5. How do we remember all the mitzvahs of hashem through wearing
tzitzis?
Adults
1. Why are the spies representing the tribes written in the order that they
are?
2. Why did Moshe specifically daven for ?יהושע
3. Why did Moshe and aharon fall on their faces when all the Jews
wished to return to Egypt? ()פרק יד;ה
4. What important Halachachic ramifications do we learn out from פרק
 יד;כז? עד מתי לעדה....
5. From what five grains is Challah given?
Kids
1.
12
2.
Colev (Rashi in sotah)
3.
באב ’ט
4.
As the tribe of levi did not receive a share of the land. () םינקז תעד
5.
The gematria of Tzitzis is 600, there are 8 strings and five knots, adding up to
613. (Rashi)
Adults
1.
As the tribes are listed in order of the personal greatness of each spy. (Ramban)
2.
The Gur Aryeh explains that if  עשוהיsinned it would reflect badly on Moshe.
If people were to lose their trust in Moshe, they may question the Torah which they
received through him.
3.
According to Ramban they were begging the Jewish people not to go back
to Egypt. Additionally it could mean that they gave up their positions of leadership,
when the people lose their faith in leaders, leaders can’t lead. (R’ Hirsch)
4.
We learn from here that a minyan is ten people from the word  הדעmeaning ten
people, Yehoshua and Kolev are not included in the number. The gemora in Berochos
brings this as a proof for the fact that any  השודקבש רבדneeds to be said with a
minyan () ;אכ תוכרב ארמג. It is also brought as a proof that a court needs 23 judges for
 תושפנ ינידcases ( ב ןירדהנס.)
5.
Wheat, barley, oats, rye and spelt (sifre)

“At first I just ignored it, but when he began to sound so petty about the
lack of honor accorded him, I became very uneasy. I saw for the first time
that his learning was not as much a part of him as he made it seem. So,”
his father concluded, “it is CRUCIAL that as YOU become a bigger talmid
chacham, that you learn mussar as well. This should keep you humble
and appreciative. Then your Torah will help you grow and do great
things.”
Unfortunately, this is not such an uncommon experience. We are not
surprised when we see religious inconsistency in ourselves—
disappointed, but not surprised. It is not easy to integrate knowledge,
especially since the yetzer hara it wants to control has been around for a
lot longer. Some people, on lesser levels, don’t even try.
But when it comes to a “gadol b’Torah,” we expect more from him. Past
a certain point in someone’s learning, they should have enough spiritual
awareness to keep their yetzer hara in check. It is hard to ELIMINATE a
particular bad tendency, and few people have ever done it throughout
history. But many people have been able to, and should be able to, keep
a yetzer hara or two under wraps, with only a few minor slips here-andthere.
When the Mussar Giants of the 1800s realized that there was not enough
consistency between what people were learning and how they were
acting, they instituted specific “sedarim” of mussar. We see this as early as
the Ramchal in the 1700s, from his introduction to “Mesillas Yesharim—
The Path of the Just.”
In truth, life itself should be one big ongoing mussar learning session. The
Talmud even shows us how to learn specific traits from the animal world.
Avraham discovered G-d by simply paying attention to Creation.
Watch a child who sees a candy he wants. Observe his focus and
concentration, and perhaps, even his scheming. He is so connected to
the candy that he ceases to connect to the world around him, which can
cost him in the end.
But talk to that child about behaving, and you lose his interest. He just
ignores you as if you don’t exist for the moment. As far he is concerned,
what you are saying is not relevant to him, and a waste of his time. But
that candy…NOTHING could be MORE relevant.
Who loves life? Someone who wants to maximize their living of it.
Someone who understands and appreciates that the world is an ongoing
educational experience that can ALWAYS benefit them. And CERTAINLY
when something noteworthy happens around them, they pay attention
and try to glean whatever they can from the success or failure to enhance
their living experience.
To not do so is more than just unfortunate, as Rashi points out in this
week’s parsha:
Why is the section dealing with the spies juxtaposed with the section
dealing with Miriam? Because she was punished over matters of slander,
for speaking against her brother, and these wicked people witnessed [it],
but did not learn their lesson. (Rashi, Bamidbar 13:2)
In last week’s parsha, Miriam and Aharon questioned Moshe’s judgment
regarding the treatment of his wife, Tzipporah. They meant well but
made a bad mistake, and G-d took them to task for it. At the end of the
day, Miriam was sent out of the camp with tzara’as, holding up the travels
of the nation for seven days.
Everyone knew what had happened, and why. It was hard to miss, as
should the lesson have been as well. The spies should have said to
themselves and to one another, “Before we go back and speak loshon
hara about Eretz Yisroel, we should recall what happened to Miriam
because of what she said about her brother…and with good intentions!
WE should be very careful about what WE say when we report back on
our return from spying the Land.”
Because, don’t forget, they weren’t only speaking badly about Eretz
Yisroel. Since it was a gift from G-d, and He was the One Who led the
nation there, speaking loshon hara about the Land was also speaking it
about G-d! It was a double no-no, in the worst way possible!
Instead, they came back and “spilled the beans” as they saw them,
completely ignoring the mussar of the previous parsha. Inexcusable. In
fact, so-much-so that Rashi, quoting the Midrash, actually calls them
“evil,” GREAT people gone BAD.
And just think of all the consequences because they failed to learn a little
mussar. They brought horrible deaths upon themselves. They postponed
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