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News This Week
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Mazel Tov to Avi and Kimberley Schwartz on the birth of a boy. The
Sholom Zochor takes place at 65 Scholes Lane from 10pm.
Mazel Tov to Michael and Bayla Brandeis on the recent Bar Mitzvah of
their grandson Oshi Brandeis in London and the wedding last week of
their granddaughter Shifra Plancey to Ari Rogoff in London.

Kiddush

There will be a Kiddush after davening sponsored by Eliezer Issler as a
הודאה.

Chaim Aruchim

We wish Chaim Aruchim to the following who have Yahrtzeit this week:
Fri, 2nd Tammuz - Rafi Green for his father
Fri, 2nd Tammuz - Michael Freedman for his father

The Lure of Life

Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

Rarely do we find that Hashem’s commands assume personal connotations.
The commands are meted for the sake of Judaism and the glory of Heaven.
Yet, disturbingly, we find the mission of the spies defined with very personal
invectives. The Torah begins with Hashem commanding Moshe, “Send for
yourself spies to scour the land of Israel.” Why is the command tainted with
such a personal epithet? Is Moshe sending the spies for himself? In fact, Moshe
reviews the entire episode in Deuteronomy, stating how the idea of spies
found favor in his eyes. The commentaries are quick to point out that the idea
found favor in Moshe’s mortal’s eyes, but Hashem disapproved. Therefore He
told Moshe send the spies for yourself. “As far as I am concerned,” Hashem
infers, “it is a mistake, but if that is what you desire, then proceed.” Thus the
words, “send for yourself spies.”
Of course, the dire consequences of the mission are well known. The spies
returned and maligned the Land of Israel. They were punished along with the
entire nation that joined them in their misconceived sorrow, and the next 40
years were spent wandering in the desert.
But we are human, and our intentions are tinged with mortal bias. Isn’t every
mortal action filled with human bias and mortal partiality.
Adam Parker Glick, President of the Jack Parker Corporation, told me a
wonderful story:
A wealthy man decided to take up the sport of fishing. He rented a cottage
near a Vermont lake and barreled into the local sport and wildlife shop and
demanded to see the manager.
“I want to buy the best of everything: the most expensive rod and tackle,
the best hooks, anglers, and even the most exquisite bait!” The store owner,
who had seen his share of city-folk, was not impressed. He instructed a
young salesman to follow the man around the store and serve as a human
shopping cart. The man chose the most exquisite rods and reels; he selected
a mahogany tackle box and a refrigerated bait cooler. Money was no object,
and the fisherman-to-be selected the finest of all. The enthusiastic young
salesman was extremely eager to please and offered him every imaginable
fishing item and accessory. The owner, a crusty and seasoned Vermonter just
smirked at the naivete of the new-found angler.
As the tycoon approached the checkout counter, he noticed brightly colored,
hand-painted fishing lures whose prices were as outlandish as the colors.
“Wow!” he exclaimed, as he gathered a bunch into his hand. “These look
really wonderful!” Then he turned to the manager and in a voice sounding as
well informed as possible, he asked the owner, “do fish really go for these?”
“Don’t know,” shrugged the old-timer. “I don’t sell to fish.”

Moshe reluctantly agreed to the whims and premonitions of a nervous and
anxious nation. He agreed to their pleading to allow spies to check the land
that they would ultimately inherit. But by no means was it a Divine mission.
Hashem told Moshe send spies for yourself. He taught Moshe that missions
that are fueled by self-fulfillment are doomed.
Often, we stand at the check-out counter of life and choose the impulse
items with the view that they are necessary for our success. We marvel at
the brightly-colored lures and find it hard to imagine life without them. We
rationalize that they are needed for the sake of family, livelihood, and even
spirituality. We think we are purchasing them for lofty reasons and negate the
fact that perhaps selfishness and insecurity are the driving forces behind the
proverbial sale. We buy them thinking that they are the items that will catch
the fish, but ultimately, we are the only ones caught!
Moshe was about to send spies on a seemingly sacred mission. The mission
may have been falsely justified in hundreds of different ways: the operation
would save lives, it would prepare a young nation for a smooth transition
and pave a new level of spirituality for the fledgling folk. But those were not
the true objectives. There was selfishness involved. And the mission was
doomed. For the road to the lowest of places is paved with disingenuous
holy-intent.
Therefore Hashem told Moshe that there is only one motivation behind the
mission. They are not sending spies for Hashem. The nation is sending spies
for its own ego and insurance. “Send them for yourself.” G-d does not need
scouts, guides, or pathfinders. He does not sell to fish. He just may yield to
those who are selfish. And ultimately they get the hook.

Responsible 				Rabbi Label Lam (Torah.org)
This shall be fringes for you, and when you see it, you will remember all the
commandments of HASHEM to perform them, and you shall not wander
after your hearts and after your eyes after which you are going astray. So that
you shall remember and perform all My commandments and you shall be
holy to your G-d. (Bamidbar 15:39-40)
and you shall not wander after your hearts: The heart and eyes are the spies
for the body. They are its agents for sinning: the eye sees, the heart desires
and the body commits the transgression. – Rashi
Now here is a puzzle. The verse versus Rashi! The Torah tells us, and we
say this every day, not to go exploring after the heart and the eyes. Rashi
spells out the anatomy of a sin and outlines the dynamics of the process.
First the eye sees and then the heart desires, and after that the body is drawn
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into the grip of sin. The verse cautions against going after the heart first and
Rashi starts with the eyes. Who’s right? What’s right? Who is the criminal in
this case? Which is to blame? Is the heart the instigator or are the eyes the
troublemakers?
The Sifri, which is the Midrash on Bamidbar gives a definitive answer. It
lays the responsibility directly at the feet of the heart. The heart in the Torah
lexicon does not refer to that organ in the center of our chest that pumps
blood throughout our body. It means the mind! LEVAV…with a double BEIS
is both intellect and emotion combined. The Midrash tells us that the heart
is responsible for having sent the eyes to spy. If the heart doesn’t want it the
eyes won’t see it.
A young Frum woman in Lakewood was amazed by the scene she witnessed
while checking out of a grocery store. The lady in front of was obviously
or apparently not Jewish and she had her child sitting in the grocery store
wagon as her order was being processed at the register. At one moment the
child started to agitate and reach for a chocolate bar or a bag of chips that
had been placed strategically in the impulse buying section. “I want it! I want
it!” The mother told her, “It’s not Kosher!” In the parking lot the Frum woman
asked her politely, “I am curious, do you keep Kosher? Are you Jewish?” “No!”
replied the lady, “I see that it works for you people!”
Once a Jewish child realizes it is not Kosher, he doesn’t want it. It’s like
he doesn’t see it. It’s not for him. We can wire our brains and our feelings
accordingly. I was working in a school for a number of years with older
teenage girls. Now, every job has its occupational hazards and I realized
that I needed to make some boundaries in my mind. I decided in one clear
moment that I would never look at any of these girls any differently than I
would look at my own daughters, and I never did. Not once! The secretary
would complain to me, “Did you see how so and so was not dressed
appropriately today?” Then she would say, “You don’t see it because you’re a
man but Rabbi Ploney can’t teach the class because of the way she’s dressed.
I’ll speak to her!” I understand why this one cannot teach. It makes perfect
sense and for that reason we have standards for modest dressing but it is
possible not to see.
I would ask kids who were sent to my office for fighting or using bad language
why they did it. It was always because somebody said or did something
to them. So, I would ask them a series of follow up questions. “Who gave
you permission to hit him?” The shoulders would shrug and the questions
would continue. Who thinks in your mind? Who speaks out of your mouth?
Who moves your hands? Once they agreed that the answer to those three
questions is “ME!”, then I could explain to them what the Mishne in Bava
Kama says, “Adam Muad L’Olam! – A person is responsible for what he does!”
Everything we do flows from thought to speech into action. Even in the
world of thought, there is the thought of thought and the speech of thought
and the action of thought. That is where actions, whether for good or bad,
are planted and nourished. The difference between a crazy person and
everyone else is that crazy people say what others might only be thinking
and they act out what others would only say. The filter between the thought
speech and action is broken. When those boundaries are established in the
mind, then then nothing gets past the thought of thought or the speech of
thought without permission. This is the way of responsibly establishing and
maintaining healthy filters. Because we can, we are responsible.

Dangerous Honor 		

Rabbi Yisroel Ciner (Torah.org)

This week we read the parsha of Shlach. “Shlach l’cha anashim vayasuru es
Eretz Canaan {Send forth men who will spy out the Land of Israel}.[13:2]”
Before our scheduled entrance into Eretz Yisroel {the Land of Israel}, meraglim
{spies} were sent. They would learn about the roads and entrances to the
cities and then later lead the troops in battle via those roads against those
cities.
Their report back was an accurate description of the strength of the nation
that was there. Their slanderous sin was in their words: “Efess ki az ha’am
ha’yoshev ba’aretz {However, the nation that dwells in the land is strong}.
[13:28]” The Ramban explains that the word “efess {however}” implies an
impossibility. The land is great and it flows with milk and honey, however, it is
impossible for us to conquer it because the nation that is there is too strong.
In other words, they are too strong even for Hashem…
Who were these men whose grievous sin almost brought Bnei Yisroel to
the brink of extinction (Hashem proposed rebuilding the entire nation from
Moshe) and caused us to remain in the wilderness for an additional forty
years where every adult died?
Rashi writes that the term “anashim {men}” connotes chashivus {importance}.
They were, as the passuk {verse} states, leaders of Bnei Yisroel {the Children
of Israel}. The Ramban writes that these men were listed in the order of their

greatness. Yehoshua, Moshe’s successor in leading Bnei Yisroel, being listed
as number five gives us an excellent idea of the stature of the men we are
dealing with.
If that is the case, then we must try to understand what went so horrifyingly
wrong in a matter of forty days?! What brought them to slander the land,
causing Bnei Yisroel to rebel against Moshe and ultimately against Hashem
Himself? What was the root sin which caused the meraglim to go so wrong?
Rav Chaim Shmuelovitz zt”l explains in the following way. The Mesilas
Yesharim, when speaking about the lowliness of seeking honor, writes that
this lust for honor is what caused the spies to slander the land. They were
afraid that they would lose their positions upon Bnei Yisroel’s entering Eretz
Yisroel.
This fear of losing their positions caused them to first speak badly about Eretz
Yisroel and then to ultimately say that Hashem wouldn’t be able to handle the
nation that was there. Even people on the level of a Yehoshua could crash
down to such a lowly level once their views were poisoned by the lust for
honor. As a single grain of sand shuts down the effectiveness of the whole
eye, their lust for honor totally distorted their view of the situation. As the
Mishna in Avos {Ethics of the Fathers} [4:28] states: “Honor removes a person
from the world.”
The Baal HaTurim adds a fascinating point. The passuk stated that they were:
“roshay Bnei Yisroel haimah {leaders of Bnei Yisroel they were}.[13:3]” The
word ‘haimah’ is spelled ‘hay’, ‘mem’, ‘hay’–a numerical value of fifty. They
were leaders of fifty.
The six hundred thousand members of Bnei Yisroel had their leaders. There
were those who were in charge of thousands, those in charge of hundreds
and those in charge of fifties. This means that twelve thousand people held
the same position as the meraglim. Additionally, thousands held positions far
greater than theirs.
In our terms, they weren’t governors, mayors or even city councilmen. They
were in charge of their block in the neighborhood. And yet, the thought of
losing that ‘lofty’ position was enough to cause them to lead Bnei Yisroel into
denying Hashem’s abilities and strength. Amazing!
If the dangers of honor are so great and a person must try to distance himself
from it as much as possible, then we must try to understand why did Hashem
create us in a way that we have such a strong drive for it. What can be gained
from this lust for honor?
Rav Chaim Shmuelovitz zt”l explains that the feelings that no honor is ever
great enough must be used in giving others honor!
Every person feels his dignity to be of such paramount importance. I believe
I once related the story of my wife and I packing late-night to return with our
children home to Israel after a visit to the States. Seeing that we wouldn’t be
able to fit all of our things into our suitcases, we drove to a nearby PathMark
to get some large boxes. As we were cruising the aisles, I saw some very
large boxes containing paper towels that were near empty. As I began to
remove the remaining few packages and place them neatly on the nearby
shelf, an older worker ran over to me and started to shout. “Why are you
making a mess out of my shelves?! Don’t you see I work hard to keep things
neat here?!” My apologies were falling on deaf ears until I used a very key
word. The moment I called him ‘sir’, not just his attitude but even his posture
changed! I was no longer threatening his honor, his dignity. On the contrary,
I was respecting him. To make a long story short, we left the store with many
boxes thanks to my new-found, overly-helpful friend.
One of the many things that I try to learn from my father is to give everyone
respect. When I was a young boy, I would often accompany my father to the
university where he taught and to the homes of patients that he would visit.
At the university, he would greet everyone by name, including the people
washing the floors. At the simple homes of these lower income people, my
father would always point out to me how they work very hard for their living
and how clean they keep their houses. They were so filled with gratitude
to my father they would spend the entire time that we were there trying to,
without my father seeing, press a quarter into my hand for an ice-cream. They
felt the honor that my father gave them and they wanted desperately to repay
it by giving his son money (that they could ill afford) for an ice cream.
The Mishna in Ethics of the Fathers [4:1] teaches: “Who is honored? He who
honors others. As it states: ‘Those who honor me I will honor’.” The Ruach
Chaim writes that one must honor every person without thinking that he is
above them. How does one do this? By realizing that everyone was created
in the ‘form’ of Hashem. Every person represents Hashem and by honoring
others, one honors Hashem. That is why the Mishna brought the passuk of
honoring Hashem as the source for honoring others. He honors Hashem by
honoring others as His creations.
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