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News This Week
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Mazel Tov To The Shul Daf Hayomi Chabura on completing
Maseches Brochos this Shabbos.
As we approach Purim, we are pleased to announce that
Shabbos starts on Sunday! It is an ideal opportunity to join in
learning the Daf!
Shiur is usually half an hour before first Minyan: Sun: 7.45am, MonFri: 6.15am, Shabbos: 8.40am.

Kiddush This Shabbos
There is a Kiddush after Davening sponsored by Michoel and Simi
Issler in honour of Ella’s Bas Mitzva, Mazel Tov!

פרשת זכור

The Gemora in Megila 15b mentions the parallel miraculous episodes
of Basya’s hand outstretched to save Moshe from the river Nile & the
king’s Scepter outstretched towards Ester. The Sar Shalom of Belz
suggested that the reason why both Basra and Ester were both Zoyche
to these miracles, was that when one serves Hashem with Mesirus
Nefesh miracles will happen to them.
Another similarity is that both Basya & Ester lived in the king’s palace by
force. [Basya would not have wanted to live in Pharaoh’s palace where
there was Tuma & Avoda Zara.] The Gra famously suggests that when
the word ‘Melech’ is stated in the Meggilah it can mean ‘Hashem’.
Consequently, when the verse states; ‘’Vatilbash Ester Malchus
Vataamod Bechazter Bies Hamelech’’ (Esther 5:1), it can be interpreted
as ‘in Hashem’s palace’ i.e. close to Hashem. Similarly, this meaning can
be ‘copy pasted’ to Basya [as she too lived in ‘Bies Hamelech’.] This
would imply that she too was close to Hashem. This fits in nicely with
the etymology of the name Basya: Bas-Ya = daughter of Hashem.

מגילה

The Gematria of Basya is 417, the Gematria of Ester in Atbash is 412, if
we add the 4 letters of Ester’s name adding 1 for Mispar Kolel (being
one out) they add up to the same value. Alternatively adding ‘Hey’
from Hashem’s name = Gematria value 5 (as mentioned above that she
was close to Hashem) to 412 from Atbash, gives a total of 417.

מתנות לאביונים

Ester was a Yesoyma from birth, Basya was a convert, both do not have
family & are considered by society as ‘bottom of the pile’. Thus (as is
brought down in Torah many times) Hashem automatically considers
himself closest to him.

There will be 3 Leinings, at 10.30 approx, 11.30 approx after
Davening and 2pm after first Mincha.
The times for the Leining of the  מגילהat Shul will be 6.45 & 8.30
at night and 7.35am (after 1st Shacharis Minyan), 9.05am (after
2nd Shacharis Minyan), 10.05am (after 3rd Shacharis Minyan).
Further to the Rov’s Drosha last Shabbos, please note that there
will be three bags available on Purim morning at each of the three
Minyonim.
• One for the Purim Fund collection of R’ Simcha Bamberger.
• One for the Tomchai Shabbos Purim distribution.
• One for the poor in Eretz Yisroel.
All monies will be distributed on Purim day thus fulfilling the
Mitzva of Matanos Loevyonim Kehilchoso.
Please remember that this Mitzva takes precedence over any
other charitable donations on Purim day. May your generosity to
others be rewarded by d"awd with His generosity to you!

Reb Yonasan Eibeshitz [Yaros Devash on Shemos] says that Ester was
reincarnated through a spark from the soul [‘’Nitzoys’’] of Basya. Seder
Hadorot states that Mordechai was a reincarnation of Moshe. Just as
Basya saved Moshe from death in the river Nile, so to Ester (a
reincarnation of Basya) saved Mordechai (a reincarnation of Moshe)
from the gallows of Haman. History repeated itself as Basya saved
moshe and Ester saved Mordechai.

ישיבת מרדכי הצדיק

Let us postulate further. We have stated above the similarities between
Basya and Ester. Now let us discuss some of the similarities between
Moshe and Mordechai.

We will be holding a  ישיבת מרדכי הצדיקprogramme on פורים
before Mincha, from 3.00pm until 4.00pm. Everyone is invited to
attend.

Megillathon
We intend to learn as a Kehilla the whole of Gemoro Megilla
on Purim during Yeshivas Mordechai Hatzaddik followed by a
Lechaim and Siyum after Mincha. There are only 31 Daf, so sign
up quick by putting your name by the Daf you want to learn. See
notice on wall in Foyer for more details.

Basya = Esther				

Roy Dinowitz

There are a number of similarities between Basya [daughter of Pharaoh

It is interesting to note that Moshe is not known by the name given to
him by his birth mother Yocheved, rather by the name which Basya
Had named him, Perhaps it was Basya’s Mesiras Nefesh in saving
Moshe’s life which justified the reward of Moshe being known by her
chosen name for him.

Initially, when the Torah was given by Moshe at Har Sinai, Klal Yisroel
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were coerced to accept it. The Midrash states that Har Sinai was
suspended above their heads until they accepted the Torah. However,
after the Purim story, Klal Yisroel accepted the torah again out of pure
love. The Gemora in Shabbos 88a explains the words in Meggilah’s
Ester: ‘’Kimu Vekeblu Hayehudim, Kiymu Ma Shekiblu Kvar; ie: Klal
Yisrael reaccepted the Torah out of love. It was Mordechai [just like
Moshe] who was the main player in this reacceptance of the Torah as
he aroused the Jews to repent & thereby saving them from Haman’s
planned genocide.
In Ester Rabo (7:13) it’s brought down that when the decree was made
in Shomaim to kill all the jews, Mordechai went to Shomayim to find an
advocator to plead in defence of Klal Yisroel. Eliyahu & the Avos were
approached but to no avail. However, when Moshe was approached
by Mordechai, he agreed to the task. Perhaps, Moshe agreed because
he was obliged to assist his Gilgul Mordechai in completing his mission
of saving Klal Yisroel from the evil Gezayra of Haman. Moshe had to
re-fulfil his role as a leader in order to assist Klal Yisrael in succeeding in
this opportunity to reaccept the Torah this time out of pure joy. Mission
accomplished!
To conclude, the yad hashem is incredible! despite Phaoroh’s edict to
kill every Jewish boy born in Egypt [as he was informed that a Jewish
saviour would be born on Adar 7th], Moshe was not only saved by
Phaoroh’s own daughter but in addition he clothed, fed and educated
him in his own palace! In comparison, Ester too was living in the palace
fully catered and financed by the wicked Achasverosh who had
conspired together with Haman to kill all the Jews. Just as Phaoroh had
no knowledge that the child of his daughter Basya had brought home
was Jewish, so to did Achashverosh lack the knowledge that his wife
Ester was Jewish. It was through Moshe and Ester who both lived in
the house of the wicked who there to save Klal Yisrael
Moshe came to spite pharo and Ester came to spite Achashverosh
Venahpochu!

Hakoras Hatov			

Boruch Mordechai Michaels

Rambam in Hilchos Teffilah 1:13 writes that on Chanukah and Purim, we
add to the prayer of ‘Thanksgiving’ ()מודים: ‘Al HaNissim’. Rav Sender
on his Pierush on Teffilah writes that it is clear from this statement of
Rambam that Al HaNiassim is an extension of the ‘Thanksgiving’ prayer.
This also is logical based on the fact that Al HaNissim is preceded by
a “Vav/And”, which connects the paragraph of ‘thanks’ to this prayer of
the remembrance of these two miraculous episodes. Rav Shimon
Raphael Hirsch writes that we add to our regular Hodaah (thanksgiving
prayer) ‘Al HaNissim’, to express our awareness and gratitude for the
intervention of Hashem via ‘Divine Providence’ in behalf of our
liberation, both physical and spiritual, from the yoke of human tyranny.
In fact, according to Rav Moshe Feinstein in Drash Moshe, the central
theme of Purim is Hakoras Hatov. He writes that when someone prays
for something that he/she needs, and in time merits to receive it, he/
she is required to continue to pray and thank G-d for the current
enjoyment of this gift. For in reality, one does not know his/her full lot
and therefore must not take anything given to him/her for granted as
permenant. This is why Purim is named after the word “Pur/Lots”. This is
a reference to the Lots cast by Haman as his method of determining the
date for the genocide of the exiled jewish minority. Yet although at the
outset of the Purim story Haman seems to be in the ascendency and in
almost total power, in a short space of time the tides turn and he was
exposed as a self-concerted, power-hungry antisemite and was
hanged in a display of public humiliation. Rav Moshe writes that this
Chag teaches us to have the Emunah to understand that every gift we
receive is from Hashem and it His choice as to when said gift is present
or absent.
According to Rav Avraham Yaakov Hakohen Pam (Rosh yeshiva of
Yeshiva Torah Vodaas), it was the Midah of Hakoras Hatov that was the
catalyst for the downfall of Haman and the salvation of the Jewish
people. The Midrash (Ester Rabbah 1:15) states that King Achashverosh

was meticulous in rewarding those individuals who had assisted him in
some way. It was this attribute of Hakoras HaTov that led to the
grandiose manner in which Mordechai was celebrated in the streets of
Shushan. This is the turning point of the Purim story. Haman’s decline
from elevated status is emphasised by the Gemora in Meggilah 15b
whereby Haman is required to service Mordechai in preparation of his
upcoming ceremonial honour. Queen Ester commands all the
craftsmen and bathhouses to close up shop with the intention that
Haman must treat Mordechai personally. The Gemora relates that
Haman himself had to bathe Mordechai and trim his hair. In addition,
Haman had to stoop down to allow Mordechai a footstool to climb
onto the royal horse and the Gemora relates that Mordechai
purposefully kicked Haman as he climbs on the horse. Finally, the
Gemora retells that as Haman was leading Mordechai along the street
of Haman’s house, Haman’s daughter was standing on the roof and saw
the spectacle. She assumed to herself that the one who was riding on
the horse must be her father, and the one walking before him must be
Mordechai. She then took a chamber pot full of feces and cast its
contents onto the head of her father, whom she mistakenly took as
Mordechai. When Haman raised his eyes in disgust afterward, and
looked up at his daughter, she saw that he was her father. In her distress
and embarrassment, she fell from the roof to the ground and died.
Thus began the degradation of Haman and the ascendency of
Mordechai all because of the Hakoras HaTov of the otherwise wicked
King Achashverosh.
Rav Pam relates many other examples of Hakoras HaTov in the Torah. For
example, the Gemora in Shabbos 33b says that Yaacov made major
improvements to the quality of life of the people of Shechem in
gratitude for his being allowed to settle there. The Maharsha comments
on this that Yaacov minted a new coin to replace the pre-existing
barter system. Later on in the Gemora, Shmuel retells that Yaacov
established a central marketplace for the inhabitants to conduct
business; making it cheaper to buy and sell essential items such as
food and clothing. Rav Yochanan holds that Yaacov established
bathhouses for the community to promote cleanliness and general
hygiene.
In addition, despite living a life full of tragedy, Yaacov recognised and
thanked Hashem for the many kindnesses that He had bestowed upon
him. In the episode of the confrontation with Esau, Yaacov could have
viewed his predicament as a misfortune. He could have bemoaned his
treatment by G-d at being forced to divide his family with the hope
that at least some would survive the upcoming encounter with Esau.
Instead, he says: “I am unworthy of all the kindnesses and all the truth
that You have done with Your servant; for...now I have become two
camps.” Yaacov recognised and was grateful for his change of situation.
He had left his father’s house as penniless, unmarried, homeless man
being chased by his vengeance crazed brother. Now, he had four
wives, twelve male children, and numerous livestock and resources.
He had been transformed from a penniless Bachur into a rich man with
a large family having exited the evil land of Haran unscathed. Despite
the risks and dangers of having a large family to care for, he nonetheless
recognised the good in his life and was grateful to Hashem.
In the Bracha following the recitation of the Megillah it states: “Hashem...
Who fights our battles, judges our claim, avenges our wrong, who
brings just retribution upon all enemies of our soul and exacts
vengeance for us from our foes.” Rav Hirsch comments: “With this
blessing we renounce every thought of vengeance and every
independent effort at effecting retribution from our enemies,
acknowledging instead, that G-d is the sole true, genuine and allsufficient Champion of our destinies against all of our foes.” This again
emphasises the central theme of Purim, that Hashem is the only true,
genuine power in the world and we must thank him for all the good he
bestows.
Rav Pam writes that at the beginning of every Yom Tov, including Purim,
we recite the Bracha of Shehechiyanu thanking Hashem “...who has
kept us alive, sustained us and brought us to this season.” This Bracha
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teaches us that person should have the gratitude to Hashem for keeping
him/her alive to see the arrival of another Yom Tov. Indeed, Rav Pam
writes, Purim is an especially apropos time for a Jew to express his
thanks to Hashem for the countless nissim He has done for the Jewish
people. As the Midrash Ester Rabbah 10:11 writes: “a lone sheep
among seventy hungry wolves” and yet its miraculous survival amidst
the nations of the world seeking constantly to destroy it.
I would like to conclude with a personal piece about Queen Ester.
Despite the celebrations that took place after the salvation of the
Jewish people in Shushan and throughout the world at that time, one
fact remains. Queen Ester, who had almost single handedly saved the
Jewish people from annihilation, remained in quarantine as King
Achashverosh’s wife. To my knowledge, the Gemora explicitly states/
implies in at least three places that Mordechai and Ester were married;
Meggilah 13a, 13b, 15b. The Gemora on 15b states that Ester told
Mordechai: “for every day until now when I (Ester) submitted myself to
Achashverosh it was under compulsion, but now I will be submitting
myself to him of my own free will...I shall be lost from you.” Rashi
explains the phrase “I will be lost from you” as: “I will be forbidden to
you, as any Jewish woman is permitted to her husband after being
forced, but a Jewish woman is forbidden to her husband after
engaging in adultery willingly.” She was thus forced as a married
woman to live out her life in separation from her husband and father
children from a non-jewish man. Meggilah 15b states that Achashverosh
was willing to grant Ester anything she wanted except the rebuilding of
the Beis Hamikdash. Despite this, as is recorded in Rosh Hashanah 3b,
Ester’s Jewish son, King Darius, overturned Achashverosh edict
preventing the Jews from rebuilding the Beis Hamikdash and even
personally financed the construction. Who knows if it was Ester’s
influence on her son which elicited his sympathies for her exiled,
abused and dispersed nation. The Hakoras Hatov that we have for
Ester for her self-sacrifice may be emphasised in the fact that the
Meggilah is not named after Mordechai but after Ester herself.
This Purim, may we have the Hakoras HaTov to thank Hashem and those
around us who help us live the lives we lead.

Rabbi Kranz smiled. In his usual fashion, he began with a parable. “A
simpleton once went by the workplace of a blacksmith, who was
holding a large bellows. After a few squeezes, the flames of the smith’s
fire danced with a rage. The man, who always found it difficult to start
a fire in his own fireplace, marveled at the contraption. He immediately
went and purchased the amazing invention. Entering his home, he
smugly announced, “I just discovered how to make a raging fire with
the simple squeeze of a lever!”
He set a few logs in the cold fireplace and began to push the two ends
of the bellows together. Nothing happened. The logs lay cold and
lifeless. Embarrassed, the man returned to the blacksmith and explained
his predicament. “I want a refund!” he shouted. This blower doesn’t
work!”
“You yokel,” laughed the experienced blacksmith. “You were blowing
on cold logs! You must start a small fire on your own! If you don’t start
with a spark, a fire will never erupt!”
The Magid turned toward the maskil and sadly shook his head sadly. “If
there is no spark, the largest bellows will not make a fire.”
In telling Moshe whom to choose for the sacred task of designing the
Mishkan, the Torah tells us how G-d invests. He wants people that were
imbued with a ruach chachmah – a sprirt of wisdom. But he prefaces
the statement by telling us how one receives spiritual wisdom. The gift
of spiritual wisdom does not go to just anyone. Hashem looks for those
who have wisdom of heart. Those who understand what it means to
be kind, compassionate, and loyal. Those who have the devotion to
His will and the desire for more enlightenment get His ordination. The
people who were imbued with Hashem’s Divine spirit previously had
a spark. And from that spark grew a force – a Divine force – that
propelled wise hearts into a Divine spirit of wisdom.
Hashem tells us that we must begin the process on our own. If we
supply the heart, He will supply the power to have deep, spiritual,
even holy insight. He will supply the force. We must make sure,
however, that we put the heart before the force.

The Heart Before the Force
Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

It takes a lot to build a Sanctuary in the desert. And it takes perhaps,
even more to adorn the Kohanim (priests) who serve, in beautiful
vestments that both symbolize deep spirituality while depicting
splendor and glory. You need more than golden threads and fine
tapestry. You need more than the ability to weave and design ornate
garments. You need devotion, and you need heart. Not ordinary heart.
Not the heart that pennant winners have or athletic coaches call for.
You need a special type of heart. You need a heart filled with wisdom
— Divine wisdom. That is why Hashem commands Moshe to gather
“all the wise-hearted people whom I have invested with a spirit of
wisdom” to make the priestly garments (Exodus 28:1).
But the Torah is unclear. Were these select people Divinely ordained
with a spirit of wisdom for this particular mission, or were intrinsic
“wise-hearted” people imbued with an extra “spirit of wisdom”?
If the former is correct, then what did Hashem add? And if all their
wisdom was divinely-gifted, then why didn’t Hashem simply ask
Moshe to “gather all the people in whom I have invested a spirit of
wisdom”?
Rav Sholom Shwadron, the Magid of Jerusalem, of blessed memory,
once told a story about the famed Dubno Magid, Rabbi Yaakov Kranz.
The Dubno Magid once spoke in a town and a few maskilim (members
of the enlightenment movement) attended. After the talk one of the
cynics, who was totally unaffected by the warm and inspiring message,
approached the famed Magid. “The sages tell us,” began the skeptic,
“‘that words from the heart, penetrate the heart.’ Rabbi,” he snickered,
“I assume that you spoke from your heart. Your words, however, have
had no impact on me whatsoever! How can that be? Why didn’t your
words penetrate my heart?”
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