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News This Week
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Mazal tov to the Rov and Rebbetzen on the birth of a great
granddaughter to Mr and Mrs Shloime Schmidt (Boro Park, New York
Mazel Tov to David and Vera Issler and David and Chani Steinberg on the
engagement of their granddaughter Penina, daughter of Shmuli and Malka
Issler, to Moshe Fromer

True Redemption 				

Rafi Black

in any sense. They had to be free of the psychological slave mentality
for the final stage of this geula.
Nowadays we are not physically in slavery but psychologically we
can be. We are bound to negative habits or harmful mind-sets. We
need to break free psychologically to be zoche to the ultimate stage
of redemption in pasuk ח, the full and final redemption:
אתי֙ אֶ ת־י ִ ָ֔די לָ ֵ ֣תת אֹ ֔ ָתּה ְלאַ ְב ָר ָ ֥הם ְליִצְ ָ ֖חק
ִ אתי אֶ ְתכֶם֙ אֶ ל־הָ אָ֔ ֶרץ אֲ ֶ ׁ֤שר נ ָָׂ֨ש
֤ ִ ֵוהב
ֵֽ ח
ֽת ֨ ִּתי אֹ ָ ֥תּה לָ כֶ ֛ם ֽמ ָֹור ָ ׁ֖שה אֲ ִנ֥י ה
ַ ֲקב ו ְָנ
ֹ ֑ ּול ַ ֽיע:.
ְ

In DeNile 			

Rabbi Yisroel Ciner (Torah.org)

This week we read parshas Va’era. Last week’s parsha ended with
There are four leshonos of geula that are mentioned in the parsha in Moshe’s challenge to Hashem: “Why have you done evil to this nation,
perek ו, passukim  ו-ז.
why did You send me? [5:22]”
ֹ֒  ו לָ ֵ֞כן אֱ ֥מֹר ִל ְב ֵנֽי־י ְִׂש ָראֵ ֘ל אֲ ִנ֣יThe Ramban explains that, although Hashem had told Moshe right
אתי אֶ ְת ֶ֗כם ִמ ֨ ַּתחַ ת֙ ִס ְבֹל֣ ת ִמצְ ַ ֔ריִם ו ְִהּצַ ְל ִ ּ֥תי
֣ ִ ֵה וְהֽ ֹוצ
ּוב ְׁשפָ ִ ֖טים ּגְ ד ִ ֹֽלים
ִ אֶ ְתכֶ ֖ם ֵ ֽמע ֲֽב ָֹד ָ ֑תם ו ָ ְֽגאַ ְל ִ ּ֤תי אֶ ְתכֶם֙ ִּבזְ ֣רֹועַ נְ טּו ָ֔יה: from the start that Paroah would not readily agree to freeing Bnei
אלקים
֑ ֥יתי לָ כֶ ֖ם ֵ ֽל
ִ ִז ו ָ ְֽל ַק ְח ֨ ִּתי אֶ ְתכֶ ֥ם ִלי֙ ְלעָ֔ ם וְהָ י... Yisroel, Moshe had thought that the plagues would come in rapidfire succession and Paroah would be brought to his knees. He quotes
They are represented at our Seder by the 4 cups of wine.
the Medrash which says that when Moshe saw that his words to
Geula is not a snap of the fingers from avdus lecherus from galus to
Paroah had the reverse effect of intensifying the slavery and Hashem
geula. It’s a process of development and takes time with different
hadn’t reappeared to instruct him further, Moshe returned with his
stages, phases or chapters. Talmud Yerushalmi says that these four
wife and children to Midyan for six months! At that point, Hashem
leshonos of geula are actually four separate stages of the redemption
again appeared to him and told him to return to Mitzrayim. Upon his
not simply four synonyms of the geula.
return, he was confronted by the Jewish officers in charge of
Rebeinu Bechaye and Seforno set out a timeline of the geula and enforcing the work quota. They complained bitterly and accusingly
explain which stage of geula each lashon refers to.
to Moshe about the seemingly disastrous results of his appearance
אתי
֣ ִ ֵ וְהֽ ֹוצ- freedom from the back breaking labour. The Bnei Yisrael before Paroah.
were still slaves but not doing the same level of labour. Stage one of Moshe then complained to Hashem, “Why have you done evil to this
the geula took place at the beginning of the makos.
nation, why did You send me?” If the time for the redemption had
 – ו ְִהּצַ ְל ִ ּ֥תיthe Bnei Yisrael were no longer under the dominion of the not yet arrived, why did You send me so early?
Egyptians. Stage two of the geula took place after makos bechoros. Hashem answered: “Now you will see what I’ll do to Paroah.[6:1]”
The Bnei Yisrael were still in Egypt but no longer slaves. They were free Rashi explains that Hashem was censuring Moshe for second-guessing
leave but geographically they were at risk of being pursued by the Him. Unlike Avrohom who didn’t question Hashem when he was first
Egyptians on the way out.
 – ו ָ ְֽגאַ ְל ִ ּ֤תיstage 3 of the geula was when the Egyptians drowned in the
Yam Suf.
 ו ָ ְֽל ַק ְח ֨ ִּתי- at Har Sinai when the Bnei Yisrael were given the Torah was
`x`e zyxt zay
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stage 4 of the geula as the Bnei Yisrael became a nation. This was the
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The Week Ahead

Jewish advisors of the king were angrily summoned before him when
he heard that they hadn’t bowed down. They steadfastly stood by
their refusal and Nebuchadnezer had them bound and thrown into
the furnace. He was astonished to see not three but four figures, with
one having the appearance of an angel, walking unbound and
unscathed in the midst of the fire. As they emerged unharmed,
Nebuchadnezer blessed the name of Hashem.
The Talmud [Pesachim 53B] asks: From where did Chananya, Mishael
and Azarya derive that they should allow themselves to be burnt to
death in a furnace in order to sanctify Hashem’s name? (The R”i
explains that they could have fled and thereby avoided the whole
encounter.) The Talmud answers that they learned from the frogs!
Moshe had warned Paroah in Hashem’s name that, if he wouldn’t
heed their demands, the waters would teem with frogs which would
then enter the houses, bedrooms, beds, ovens and pastries [7:28].
Some frogs, eager to do the will of Hashem, went straight for Paroah’s
king-sized bed… Now that’s the way to do a mitzva! Others sanctified
His name by following His command and heading straight for the
Boston Cream pie… Talk about difficulties in doing His will! Yet, there
were some frogs who, although none had specifically been ordered
to go into the ovens, realized that in order for there to be a true
sanctification of Hashem’s name, every aspect of His decree must be
fulfilled. They chose to go into the ovens.
Chananya, Mishael and Azarya learned from those frogs that, although
they could have avoided the whole encounter, if everyone, without a
single Jewish exception, would bow down, it would be a terrible
desecration of Hashem’s name. They chose to stay and to
conspicuously refuse to bow. They too, chose to enter the oven.
At the end of the plague, the passuk relates that the frogs that were in
the houses, the courtyards and the fields all died. The Yalkut Shimoni
chillingly points out that the only frogs which remained alive afterward
were those that had entered the ovens…

Q&A

Kids
1. What did Moshe complain to hashem about? (Last week’s sedra)
2. How many saying of  גאולהare there and what are they?
3. Why is Aaron always mentioned before Moshe in the pesukim?
4. How old was Moshe when he went to paroh the first time in this
weeks sedra?
Adults
1. Why does the Torah use the word  וידברin the beginning of this
week’s sedra?
2. How many times does the  תורהmention the wives of leaders, and
who were they?
3. How could paroh be punished for not releasing the Jews when it
was hashem who stopped him doing so? Where was parohs free
choice?
4. What are three reasons as to why paroh went to the river before the
plague of ?דם
Answers
Kids
1. That hashem had sent Moshe to paroh but instead of helping the people, he made
it worse.
2. 4.  ולקחתי,וגאלתי, והצלתי,והוצאתי
3. To show that both Moshe and Aaron were equally great.
4. 70
Adults
1. The root of the word is  דברwhich implies harsh speech, the Torah shows that
hashem rebuked Moshe for his previous complaint, (at the end of last week’s sedra)
(Rashi)
2. 3. Amram married yocheved, Aaron married elisheva, Elazar married to a daughter
of putiel. (Ramban)
3. Ramban explains that the mitzrim were punished only for their enslavement and their
persecution that they carried out, these were done using their free will.
4. a) he went to check the water level since it was the key to egypts economy. B) as
paroh needed to perform his bodily functions in the morning, he had claimed that he
was a g-d, c) hashem wanted paroh to see that the water would turn to blood as soon
as Moshe had said so, (ashlich)

told that his seed would be through Yitzchok and then was instructed
to offer him as a sacrifice. Therefore, Hashem said to Moshe, now
you’ll see what I’ll do to this king, Paroah — but you won’t see what
I’ll do to the Kings of the Seven Nations when Bnei Yisroel will enter
Eretz Yisroel.
Our parsha begins: “Vay’dabare Elokim el Moshe, vayomer eilav: ‘Ani
Hashem’ {And Elokim spoke to Moshe and said to him, ‘I am Hashem
[6:2].” There is a distinct difference between ‘speaking’ and ‘saying’.
There is also a distinct difference between ‘Elokim’ as a name of G-d
and ‘Hashem’ as a name of G-d.
‘Vay’dabare {spoke}’ is to speak harshly, ‘vayomer {said}’ is to speak
gently. ‘Elokim’ represents the Attribute of Justice, ‘Hashem’
represents the Attribute of Mercy.
The Ohr HaChaim explains that Hashem saw that His ‘warmth’ to
Moshe had led Moshe to overstep his bounds. He therefore ‘spoke’
to him as Elokim. Don’t forget, even for a moment, whom you are
speaking to. Elokim is Hashem, Hashem is Elokim.
Additionally, the Ohr HaChaim explains, Elokim told Moshe: “I am
Hashem!” How can you say that I have done evil to the nation? I am
Hashem! I epitomize Mercy and Compassion! Do you know each and
every aspect of their actions to allow you to judge Me for My actions?
Elokim is Hashem! The Attribute of Justice is actually a form of the
Attribute of Mercy. “And Elokim spoke and said, ‘I am Hashem.’”
Our parsha then moves on to Moshe’s return to Paroah and covers the
first seven plagues. The ten plagues are actually divided into three
groups: DaTZa”CH – Dom, blood; TZfardea, frogs; CHinim, lice.
ADaSH – Arov, wild animals; Dever, pestilence; SHchin, boils.
BaACHaB – Barad, hail; Arbeh, locusts; CHoshech, darkness; Bchoros,
the slaying of the first-born.
Paroah denied Hashem’s existence. Even if Hashem does exist, he
doubted His supervision and involvement in what goes on here in
this lowly world. Lastly, he doubted the extent of His power. Each of
the groups of plagues graphically illustrated a fundamental tenet of
Hashem and the way that He rules the world, disqualifying Paroah’s
(lack of) beliefs.
The first plague, all of the waters of Mitzrayim turning to blood, is
introduced in the following manner. “Go to Paroah in the morning as
he goes out to the waters (the Nile)… and tell him to send forth My
nation… With this you will know that I am Hashem… The water will
turn to blood. [7:15-17]”
The Egyptians worshipped the Nile, their source of bounty, and
worshipped Paroah. Paroah made himself into a god, claiming that he
never needed to relieve himself. In fact, he would go early in the
morning to the Nile and take care of his needs (talk about a guy in
deNile…~ sorry~).
As the Kli Yakar explains, the first three plagues firmly established that
Hashem is G-d. It is clear to see how the first plague, the water turning
to blood, established this fact. It hit one of their gods (the Nile) while
catching the other (Paroah) doing a very ungodly function. “With this
you will know that I am Hashem.”
The third plague, lice, also clearly established Hashem’s existence.
Whereas the sorcerers of Egypt were able to duplicate the first two
plagues, they were unable to ‘create’ lice. They admitted to Paroah:
“This is the finger of Elokim.[8:15]”
However, how did the frogs swarming into the Egyptians houses
demonstrate Hashem’s existence? The Kli Yakar writes that while
Paroah was denying His existence, this plague showed that even the
Nile was generating things that proved Hashem’s existence by
sanctifying His name.
In Daniel [3:1-30], King Nebuchadnezer built a massive idol of gold
and proclaimed that at the sound of the symphony, everyone must
bow down to it. Anyone who wouldn’t would be thrown into a
furnace and burnt to death. Chananya, Mishael and Azarya, three
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