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Mountain of Faith                  Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)
There is a fascinating sequence of verses in this week’s portion which 
tell us that it is our responsibility to remember more than just the 
Commandments, but the manner in which they were given. Moshe 
exhorts the nation, “Now, Israel, listen to the decrees and the mandates 
that I teach you to observe. You shall not add to them nor subtract. See 
I have taught you decrees and ordinances as Hashem commanded 
me.” Moshe warns the nation to “safeguard and perform them, for 
they are your wisdom and discernment in the eyes of the nations 
who will hear all the decrees and declare that surely this is a wise and 
sagacious nation” ( cf. Deuteronomy 2:1-9). What follows is a warning to 
remember the scenario of Sinai. And though its remembrance would 
seem much less signiɧcant than that of the observance of the laws 
themselves, the Torah uses stronger terminology in reminding us. 
“Only beware for yourselves and heed your very souls, lest you forget 
the words that your eyes saw and lest you remove them from your 
heart. You must make them known to your children and your children’s 
children the day you stood before Hashem at Chorev” (Deuteronomy 
2:9-11). Moshe continues to remind the Jews of the ɧery scenario and 
the awe-ɧlled events of the revelation at Mount Sinai.
What bothers me is a simple question. If Moshe already impressed 
upon his nation the importance of the actual laws, if he already 
explained to them that it is those commands that will inspire other 
nations to marvel at the brilliance and veracity of the Jews, then why is 
the scene at Sinai such an integral part of the faith? Why is the warning 
both to the Jews and their souls seemingly stronger concerning the 
revelation scenario, greater than that of the admonition to obey the 
complex laws of the Torah?
A prominent Rosh Yeshiva lived next door to the simple clerk of his 
celebrated yeshiva. The Rabbi had scores of people visiting him asking 
him advice for the most diɥcult complexities, Talmudic or otherwise. 
The clerk did his job in the yeshiva oɥce and attended to the needs of 
the Rosh Yeshiva, faithfully and devotedly.
Both of them had sons. The revered Rabbi’s son did not follow in his 
father’s footsteps. He became a professor, in a secular university, 
something that brought consternation to his father. As a young man he 
began to shine in the yeshiva world and was well on his way to become 
a Torah luminary.
One day, after the Rosh Yeshiva’s son, attired in the casual uniform of 
a secular intellectual, visited his father at the Yeshiva, an intellectual 
debate ensued between the two. When the professor left, the Rosh 
Yeshiva had let out a short sigh of frustration, whispering something 
about the diɥculty in raising children to follow one’s ideals.
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Mazel Tov
Mazel Tov to Aaron Chaim and Chavi David on the occasion of 
Chaya Rochel’s wedding to Chaim Russell, son of Graham And 
Sarah, on Tuesday.
Mazel Tov to Henry and Fiona Brownson on the occasion of 
Simcha Binyomin’s Aufruf this Shabbos which takes place in Vine 
Street Shul. The Kehilla is invited to a Kiddush after davening in 

Ohr Yerushalayim hall from 11.30

Chaim Aruchim
We wish Chaim Aruchim to Yosef Yitzchok Chalomish for the 
Yahrtzeit of his Mother on Weds, 14th Av

News This Week
One of the rabbis in the Yeshiva approached his mentor. “Rebbe,” he 
meekly began. “I don’t understand. The secretary of the Yeshiva merited 
to have his children become brilliant and devoted Torah scholars. What 
did he do so special that his sons are so strongly committed to Torah 
study?”
The Rosh Yeshiva did not let him continue. “I do not know for sure,” 
he answered. “But one thing I can tell you. At my Shabbos table I was 
discussing questions on Maimonides writings and Talmudic diɥculties. 
He was singing zemiros (songs of faith and devotion).”
The Torah exhorts us to keep the laws as they will inspire others to 
marvel at Jewish wisdom. But Moshe adds the ɧnality of the argument. 
Do not ever forget that we stood at Mount Sinai, saw the ɧre and heard 
G-d’s voice! The intellectual analyzing, even actual observance, is, of 
course , of utmost importance. But nothing supercedes the simple faith 
of the G-d fearing Jew who traces his steps to the foot of the mountain. 
The Chasid Rav Yosef Ya’avetz. one of the great rabbis who was exiled 
during the Spanish Inquisition, writes that Jews whose observance 
was based on intellectualism withered in the face of Torquemada’s 
torments. The simple Jews with simple faith remained loyal and 
steadfast throughout. It is obviously important to think, to rationalize 
and to perform. But Moshe tells us to watch ourselves and our souls 
lest we forget what really happened some 3,300 years ago. Because 
when look for the bottom line, it’s at the bottom of the mountain.

Dancing Flames                     Rabbi Naftali Reich (Torah.org)
A friend with a secular orientation once asked me, “Rabbi, considering 
the size of your family, wouldn’t you agree that your children’s emotional 
well-being would be compromised by the addition of yet another 
child?”
I explained to him that it depends on one’s perspective. We can view 
each child as a liability that could potentially deplete our parental 
reservoir, or we can look at the inɧnite richness each one contributes 
to the family, and ultimately, to the world at large. With this perspective, 
the parents’ joy, far from diminishing with the birth of an additional 
child, becomes all the greater.
Underscoring this idea, we celebrate the gift of each child by 
designating an individual candle for him or her, every Friday evening 
at licht-bentching. Each additional ɨame adds to the radiance of the 
cumulative light.
If we see ourselves as beneɧciaries of Hashem’s bounty, granted the 
wonderful privilege to share and care for another human being, to 
ennoble and enlighten that child as much as possible, we will ɧnd that 
the resources we’ve been blessed with are more than enough for our 
needs.
One of the most universal human responses is the unconditional 
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embrace of a newborn. The very sight of the baby elicits exclamations 
of endearment and delight. An infant reɨects pure innocence and 
activates the inherent good and love within people.
Perhaps on a certain level, we long to recapture that outpouring of 
love we ourselves were showered with at that stage. But do we want 
it so badly we’d prefer to remain that little child? Surely not. Although 
maturity imposes burdens we’d sometimes rather do without, perpetual 
childhood with its carefree absence of responsibility would obviously 
not make for a fulɧlling and meaningful existence. The neshama needs 
to be nourished, and that only comes with continuous challenge and 
growth.
We encounter this thought in this week’s Torah portion, as we read of 
Moshe Rabbeinu’s longing to enter Eretz Yisroel at the end of his life. 
His desire to grow in spiritual stature despite having reached the apex 
of human accomplishment, is unabating. He is 120 years old, but still 
longs for a new frontier.
Having overcome the most gut-wrenching obstacles and challenges 
in the ɧrst 80 years of his life, he was chosen by the Al-mighty to lead 
the Jewish people from bondage to freedom, to smash the Egyptian 
oppressors, and to endow the Jewish nation with Hashem’s Torah. For 
forty years he has led them through the wilderness, connecting them 
to the Divine Spirit every step of the way. He has attained the highest 
level of prophecy possible for a human being. The legacy he is about to 
leave behind is unparalleled. Yet he isn’t prepared to rest on his laurels. 
At the doorstep to the promised land, Moshe fervently beseeches G-d 
to allow him to enter with the Jewish people, so that he can perform 
the commandments that are exclusive to Eretz Yisroel and take part in 
the building of the Holy Temple.
With his unrivaled leadership and achievements, couldn’t Moshe have 
contented himself with basking in past and present glory?
The point, however, is that each moment in life’s journey carries its 
own special challenge and opportunity. To be satisɧed with yesterday’s 
achievements is to sell oneself-and Hashem-short.
As a young boy, growing up in Manchester, England I was quite a car 
enthusiast. I went from one car dealership to another, collecting glossy 
brochures of every sports car model. My collection included Aston 
Martens, Alpha Romeos, Triumph Spitɧres, and of course limited-
edition Mini Coopers. They were all lovingly stored in two suitcases 
under my bed. At the age of sixteen, I went oɤ to advance my yeshiva 
studies in Gateshead. Upon my return, I discovered to my chagrin that 
my mother had thrown out all my brochures. She said that as she was 
cleaning for Pesach, she ɧgured I didn’t need them any more, and had 
thus disposed of them.
I recall suppressing my indignation with diɥculty, while resigning myself 
to the ɧnality of my loss. To my mother, an automobile was simply a 
means of getting from A to B. How could I explain to her that to me, 
the torque, graceful lines, special features, and even the MacPherson 
struts, were all of vital importance?
With time, I was able to look back with appreciation for what she 
had done. Sometimes we need to be pushed to the next stage of 
our journey. Holding on to our childish fancies may inhibit our ability 
to mature and to appreciate the more important things in life. Yes, I 
am still a car enthusiast at heart. Most vacations include a visit to an 
automobile museum where I can delight in examining early Packards 
and Chryslers. But this hobby, instead of being a dominant theme in my 
life, is now one minuscule facet of a much larger mosaic.
As parents of a newborn once again, my wife and I pray that we are 
granted the health, wisdom, and sensitivity to guide this child through 
the many crucial stages of his development, turning his tiny ɨame into 
a vibrant torch. May we merit to be at his side to help him try out his 
wings, test his engines, and position his headlights, to taxi him all the 
way to the end of the runway.
May we all be zocheh to watch with pride as our charges take oɤ and 
soar independently to the skies. And may we be inspired to set an 
example for them by being unafraid to tackle new frontiers on our own 
individual life journey.

Taking the Teɧllin Test          Rabbi Eliyahu Hoɤmann (Torah.org)
“Hear, O Israel, Hashem is our G-d; Hashem, the One and Only… And 
these words, that I command you today, shall be upon your heart… Bind 
them as a sign upon your arm, and let them be a ‘totafos’ between your 
eyes.” [6:4-8]
One of the Jew’s most basic expressions of faith is reading the Shema 

twice daily, once when we rise, and once before we lay down. The 
Shema, then, is apparently not the place for “fringe” mitzvos or time-
speciɧc messages. Rather, one would rightly assume that each word 
of the Shema contains some timeless lesson and fundamental aspect 
of Judaism. Why, then, does the verse stress that, “these words, that I 
command you today, shall be upon your heart?” And in what way is the 
donning of teɧllin such a basic tenet of Judaism – to the extent that 
it merits appearing twice in the Shema, once here, and once in the 
second parsha (section)? [Devarim 11:18]
Rashi comments on the words, “that I command you today,”: “They 
[the mitzvos] should not be in your eyes like an old statute, which has 
ceased to have meaning and importance. Rather, they should be like a 
new law – which everyone is anxious to study and perform.”
“Today” in the verse does not refer to the day on which the parsha 
(section) of the Shema was given. After all, the process of giving the 
Torah had been an ongoing project over the past forty years. Rather, 
it implies that whenever we approach a mitzvah, we should do so with 
the same interest and enthusiasm we would have if it had been given 
that very day.
Even without foreknowledge, it’s not diɥcult to pick out a just-turned 
bar mitzvah bachur putting on teɧllin for one of his ɧrst times. Just look 
at the reverence with which he removes the teɧllin from their sack, and 
the time he takes to slowly and lovingly unravel the straps. Observe the 
look of anticipation and trepidation on his face, as he places the teɧllin 
shel-yad carefully on his arm, making sure to ɧnd just the right place. 
Notice the way he gazes into his siddur and locates the berachos 
[blessings], which he then recites slowly and with great concentration. 
Watch how long he lingers over his shel- rosh, making sure it sits in just 
the right place. And when he’s ɧnished davening, see how carefully 
and painstakingly he packs his teɧllin away, taking care that when he 
takes them out tomorrow, he will ɧnd them just as he left them.
Contrast this to how most of us look when we put on our teɧllin. How 
quickly do we murmur the “Hineni mechaven…” [declaration of intent] 
prayer? How briskly do we wind the retzuos (straps) around our arms? 
Oh, and are you sure you made the berachah, “Al mitzvas teɧllin?” [I 
speak here from experience…]
Teɧllin, by nature of its being a day-in-day-out mitzvah, is likely to fall 
prey to the apathetic, ho-hum type of performance that the Torah is 
warning against in its admonition, “And these words, that I command 
you today, shall be upon your heart.” Unlike lulav and esrog, which 
come only once a year, or even Shabbos which comes only once a 
week, teɧllin is a true litmus-test with which to judge the extent that our 
service of Hashem and mitzvah performance has become “mitzvas 
anashim mi-lumada [performance by rote].”
Perhaps this is one reason (of which there are many) that teɧllin 
belongs in the Shema. If “freshness” and vigour are a fundamental 
aspect of our avodah (service of Hashem), then there is no better way 
to judge ourselves than by examining the forethought and excitement 
with which we put on our teɧllin daily.
The Bobover Rebbe zt”l once met up with a certain doctor to whom 
the Rebbe often referred petitioners who came to seek his advice and 
blessings. The Rebbe questioned him as to his success rate with a 
certain procedure. “Rebbe,” the doctor said, “I’ve done that procedure 
so many times – I could do it with my eyes closed!” The Rebbe smiled.
After they parted ways, the Rebbe turned to his son and said, “Believe 
me; I’ve donned my teɧllin far more times than the doctor has 
performed his procedure, yet I can say, Baruch Hashem, that I could 
not do it with my eyes closed! To the contrary – every day when I 
take out my teɧllin, I try to don them with the same excitement and 
anticipation I had the very ɧrst time I put them on.”
Anyone who ever had the occasion to observe the Rebbe zt”l lay teɧllin 
would attest that this was no exagɛeration. Each and every morning, 
at exactly 7:50, the Rebbe would enter the Beis HaMidrash and begin 
putting on tallis and teɧllin. The Rebbe zt”l donned teɧllin over 20,000 
times in his life. Yet every day, he did so with the freshness and pure 
anticipation of one who was doing so for the very ɧrst time. Seeing this 
was greater than any mussar sefer.
While the calendar-based mitzvos each carry with them their own 
excitement and anticipation, it is the enthusiasm with which we 
perform our daily mitzvos – tzitzis, teɧllin, birkas hamazon, teɧlah, etc. 
– which truly indicate how close we are to reaching the ideal of “that I 
command you today.”


