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Davening Times
Although unfortunately the Shul is closed, as there is an Inyan to Daven 
at the same time as the Tzibbur does, we have included the times as 
normal. 

Mazel Tov
Mazel tov to Gary and Orley Zolty on the wedding this week of Tehilla to 
Chanina Broder. 
Mazel Tov to Ari and Noemi Craimer on the occasion of Orly’s Bas 
Mitzvah. 

Mechiras Chometz
This can be either done online with The Federation at https://www.
federation.org.uk/mechiras-chometz-2020/ or via the Manchester Beis 
Din by completing their form (available on request by emailing office@
ohryerushalayim.org.uk) and posting it to the Rov’s house or direct to the 
Beis Din, or if that is not an option by emailing it to saleofchometz@mbd.
org.uk . 

Maos Chitin
Donations for the Rov’s Ma’os Chittim collection, which unfortunately will 
be appreciated more than in previous years, can be posted to the Rov’s 
house or paid online to: ZY Gemach Ltd, Sort Code 77-19-09, Account 
Number: 29350768 Reference: MOSCHIT 

Support
If any member feels they need any extra support, whether financial, 
social or otherwise, in these difficult times, feel free to contact in 
confidence any of the executive, R’ Shaya  or the Rov. 

Pesach Newsletter
In this turbulent time and with so many people in isolation, what better 
use of one’s time can there be than writing words of Divrei Torah! 
Please contact Boruch Michaels to select which part of the Seder you 
would prefer to write about: Mobile/Whatsapp: 07419747766, Email: 
boruchmichaels@gmail.com.

R’ Shayas Shiurim
R’ Shayas Shiurim are being broadcast on Zoom - use the link https://
us04web.zoom.us/j/3173320821 
6.15am Daf Yomi,  8.15pm Gemoro,  9.15pm Halochos of the Seder
From Sunday R’ Shaya is starting Gemara Pesachim ק”ח with the Mesivta. 
All are invited every morning at 10am using the following link https://
zoom.us/j/675671569

A Message From The Rov `"hily

To all members of milyexi xe` w"w
l"fg tell us that the enemies of l`xyi llk could not succeed in destroying 
the ycwnd zia until l`xyi mr themselves had brought about the loss of the 
inner, intrinsic dyecw by not using and appreciating the sanctity, so that the 
dpiky had departed and all that remained was the empty physical structure 
of the building but not its essence, and this is what they destroyed.
Our zeiqpk iza are called by l"fg a hrn ycwn, a small but representation of 
the glory and holiness of the ycwnd zia.
By the d icqg our shools have not been destroyed but we are unable to 
access their full potential of a dyecw mewn for xeava dlitz. The cause of our 
exclusion seems possible to me, that we have ceased to use our zenewn 
ycewd in the correct way, giving them the honour and respect due to their 
holy status.
xeava dlitz is not just a means of ten adult males praying together. those 
of us who have recently concluded zekxa `xnb will have realised that the 
strength of public prayer elicits from d"awd far more than the individual 
can achieve.
When we daven together, and for each other, there is almost no limit to 
d"awd’s positive response.
If the r"yax has brought about a situation that we are unable to daven as 
a xeav this surely is an indication that we have brought about ‘His’ 
displeasure with our behaviour and demeanour in His house of worship.
Perhaps a sincere undertaking on our part indicating our realisation where 
we have gone wrong, and a sincere and genuine desire to rectify it, will 
arouse miny ingx - heavenly mercy to once again speedily allow us to use 
our holy places as they should be used.
Therefore even though we are being zecigia lltzn we all should make 
every effort to daven at the regular shul times to give some semblance of 
xeavd mr dlitz - prayer with the congregation even though not together 
with the congregation.
Similarly, to keep up one’s learning schedules as much as possible, by 
phone, whatsapp etc. In this way, together with the kehilla, we can remain 
strong and supportive through this difficult period.
On this subject one should also make oneself aware of any help and 
support needed by others to assist with extra emotional and, when 
needed, financial help. Instructions have been sent re ung zxikn and zern 
oihig (donations where possible should be increased).
miycg y`x mkl dfg ycgd this Shabbos heralds the new month and year. 
May d"awd send his blessings for a dnily d`etx to all who require, and a 
l`xyi lkl dnly dle`b.

icewt ldwie zyxt zay
Candle Lighting 
Mincha 
Shacharis
y"w onf seq
Mincha
Motzei Shabbos

oqip oikxan ,ycgd zyxt 
No later than 6.08pm
6.13pm
9.15am
9.12am
2.00pm / 5.54pm
7.14pm

Davening Times
Per the Rov’s guidance, you should aim to Daven at the times below  when Shul Minyonim would be taking place

News This Week

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday / Wednesday
Thursday Rosh Chodesh
Friday
Mincha & Maariv
Late Maariv

7.15am / 8.20am
6.45am / 7.10am / 8.00am
6.45am / 7.20am / 8.00am
6.30am / 7.00am / 8.00am
6.45am / 7.20am / 8.00am
6.15pm
8.00pm

Remember, the Maftir and Haftorah this Shabbos is Parshas HaChodesh
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A Vorpal Blade            Dani Epstein

 The wise man has eyes in his head. In 2015, Bill Gates gave - חכם עיניו בראשו
a fifteen minute Ted Talk about man’s biggest fear. He was not talking about 
war, nor nuclear armageddon. We have created so many deterrents for 
hostilities to break out, he noted, that it can largely be ignored. What would 
bring us down, said Mr Gates, was our lack of preparedness for a pandemic. 

How prescient that talk was, because as he noted then, we are so unprepared 
no-one has any idea what the correct thing to do is, we have had no 
opportunities to create vaccines or cures and we know so little about 
Covid19 that it’s hard to say which approach is going to be more effective, 
that of Britain’s government or that of the rest of the world.

We have seen civil liberties thrown by the wayside in Western countries. 
Israel is now prepared to hack into its own citizens phones to track their 
movements if they are quarantined. Many otherwise democratic countries 
have implemented curfews and are prepared to issue heavy fines or 
imprisonment for violations of Coronavirus related ordinances. We are, 
essentially, at war. At war with something so small it cannot be seen with the 
naked eye, it cannot be reasoned with, negotiated with, shot or bombed. For 
all our incredible sophistication, the human race has been brought down 
low. 

In times past, as a nation, it has frequently been an “us versus them” situation. 
We have a very long cultural memory, spanning millennia, and we are very 
reluctant to forgive. This time, though, we are all in it together. The entire 
world is pulling together to win this war. It’s nothing short of mind-blowing; 
can you remember the last time there was a news item about Brexit?

So, for the first time since the פרות החג ceased to be offered, we have to 
extend our normative boundaries. We are now the citizens of the world in a 
perhaps reluctant and pragmatic yet nonetheless quite real brotherhood of 
man. We need to daven for the whole world to be saved, because that’s the 
only way that we can be saved. It’s quite an odd thought, yet sobering as 
well.

What is even stranger is that the heroes who we look to wage war against this 
invidious and invisible foe are not going to sally forth in camo, bergens 
jingling with ammunition and grenades, rifles loaded and boots stomping. 
Multibillion pound ships are not going to sail over the horizon to fire missiles 
and launch aircraft at this hidden foe. Our frontline troops are going to be 
doctors and nurses, with needles instead of guns, respirators instead of 
grenades. Another odd thought. 

All this is not the first time we have had our thinking realigned, though. The 
first time round was over three millennia ago. When did this take place?

Friday night a couple of weeks ago I briefly covered the purpose of the 
mishkon, nonetheless it’s worth covering the topic yet again since a) is jolly 
important and b) it’s what this week’s sedrah is all about, c) there is a high 
statistical probability that you did not hear this already and d) it’s actually 
going to answer the question posed a moment ago along with some other 
bits I did not cover.

So, what was the purpose of the mishkon? The answer sounds rather 
simplistic, but the truth is that sometimes things appear to be deceptively 
simple, but a closer examination reveals infinite and almost fractal complexity. 
The Bnei Yisroel had just left Egypt after just over two centuries of slavery, of 
which almost an entire century was spent enduring horrors we simply cannot 
imagine. However, in the intervening year between the first makkoh and their 
consequent freedom what were they doing? Probably drinking cocktails on 
the beach and playing senet (look it up in Wikipedia). 

The upshot is that for a considerable amount of time the Bnei Yisroel had no 
notions of nationhood, culture, society or civilization. All they knew was 
never-ending and infinitely harsh labour, pain, brutality, fear, oppression and 
horror. 

Now they had left Egypt they had a matter of less than two months to 
somehow undergo a metamorphosis from slavery to a sophisticated and 
complex society whose legal system to this day stands heads and shoulders 
above anything man has ever conceived. 

How does one go from a broken, brutalized and a savaged people to such 
breathtaking heights in an incredibly brief time? Here is where the mishkon  
came into play. As a nation wide endeavour, its purpose was to fire their 
collective imagination and unify them within a complex societal structure.

The social stratification of the nascent nation appears to have crystallised 
rapidly, with four broad groups forming: the intellectuals, laborers, warriors 

and finally the wealthy ruling classes. Each group was represented by one 
feature of the mishkon’s outer structure.

The intellectuals whose contribution is insubstantial within the physical realm 
are represented by the first layer of the יריאות whose thread was spun off the 
finest and most precious materials; indigo, purple and scarlet silks.

The next layer of coverings were made of wool, albeit far finer than that shorn 
of sheep and had copper hooks. These were symbolic of the labourers, with 
a slightly rustic theme.

The final layer of coverings embodied the warrior class depicted by colourful 
tachash and red dyed hides. The colours hunting at their uniforms and 
associated military regalia, whilst the red dyed hides were an obvious nod to 
the blood spilled in battle.

The walls made of Shittim wood resting on sockets of solid silver depicted 
the wealthy ruling classes, since they held up the roof coverings, representing 
the other three classes. All of this surrounded the Kodshay Kodshim in which 
was contained the Oron which in turn held the Luchos and eventually 
Moshe’s Torah.

The symbolism of all this was quite straightforward, according to the 
Abravanel. These four classes of individuals who represented the entire 
nation surrounded the Torah which sat in the Kodshay Kodshim in order to 
protect, guard and keep it. Everyone had to be in this together; one giant 
team. Sure, there were different roles to play and everyone has an opinion. 
However, when it comes to the centrality of Torah and its purpose, everyone 
has to be on the same page.

In order to provide the Bnei Yisroel with a visual cue to their new mode of 
existence, the Mishkon became a nation-wide project that everyone could 
participate in, donate to and eventually stake a claim in it by dint of their 
membership in the nation.

Crucially, though, we need to look at how this entire project was run. Let’s 
look at the verse 5: 

’ְקחּו ֵמִאְּתֶכם ְּתרּוָמה ַלה’ ֹּכל ְיִביֶאָה ֵאת ְּתרּוַמת ה
“Take from yourselves a tithe for hashem, any donor from their heart should 
bring the tithe of Hashem.”

This posuk is quite obviously begging to be read carefully, so let’s see how 
the Abravanel deals with it.

 take. Who is this addressed to? Everyone, or the people who were - ְקחּו
going to collect the Terumoh?

How much should be taken? Is there a specific amount? Who gets to decide 
this amount, or adjust it to your situation if there is a sliding scale? If the 
materials were coming from ְנִדיב ִלּבֹו - clearly a willing donor, then why does 
anyone have to ‘take’ anything?

Given the importance of this project and its centrality to the forging of a new 
and incredibly sophisticated society, some ground rules were required.

First of all, said Moshe, no-one is coming round to knock on your door and 
peer-pressure you into donating. You want to give, fine. You don’t, also fine. 
It’s no-ones business what you give. How much you give, well, give what you 
want but not foolishly. Don’t donate everything you have and leave yourself 
broke. So when you take -  ְקחּו - it has to be taken with wisdom.

When this tremendous project was over, Moshe sat down to produce a 
public accounting of every penny spent, even down to how the copper 
hooks were funded. People weren’t worried about the gold, the dazzling 
jewels, the expensive woods; no, they wanted to know where the pennies 
went. Yet Moshe did not object, since he was setting a precedent for all 
time.

When you have a public project funded by public money, then the books, 
the plans, in fact absolutely everything has to be, in the first instance, in the 
public domain. No-one can stand up and say: “In my case, I don’t have to 
give דין וחשבון.” 

This is another facet of the Mishkon, another vital lesson for everyone to 
witness with their own eyes. Not only was the gentlest of coercions 
forbidden, but everyone was entitled to make a Freedom of Information 
Request. That took the rest of the world some three millennia to catch up with 
us. 

I pray that we all - the entire world - pulls through this mind-boggling crisis 
as easily as possible, and that this reluctant brotherhood of man becomes 
the new world order, and a lot less reluctant too! After all, world peace along 
with Kibutz Goliyos is but two steps towards the גאולה שלמה במהרה בימינו!
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