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Mazel Tov to Benji and Ilana Harris on the recent birth of their son.
Mazel Tov to Bobbie and Rochel Graham  on the birth of a grandson to Yanki 
and Avigail Graham.

Chaim Aruchim
We wish Chaim Aruchim to the following who have Yahrtzeit this week: 
Fri, 29th Addar - Eunice Wolfson for her father
Sun, 1st Nissan - Dan Smith for his father  
Mon, 2nd Nissan - Adrian Rodrigues-Pereira for his father  
Mon, 2nd Nissan - Meir Possenheimer for his father  
Tues, 3rd Nissan - Sidney Shields for his mother  
Fri, 6th Nissan - David Lewin for his mother

Sale of Chometz
The sale of חמץ which takes place in the Beis Din, may arranged via 
the Rov, either at his home by prior arrangement or in Shul after Maariv. 
Alternatively, for those who are 
shielding or isolating and unable to meet the Rov in person, they can use 
the online service provided by The Federation:
https://www.federation.org.uk/mechiras-chometz-2021/

Pre-Pesach Shiur
Rabbi S F Zimmerman, Av Beis Din Federation, will be giving a Shiur to 
the Kehilla entitled “How to get your house and kitchen ready for Pesach” 
followed by Q&A on Tuesday 16th of March at 8.30pm via Zoom. Zoom 
ID 3173320821 Password 15706. Questions can be submitted in advance 
to R’ Shaya - shayaklyne@gmail.com

Ladies Pre-Pesach Shiur
There will be Pre-Pesach Shiur for the ladies by the Rov on Sunday 
March 21st, at 8.30pm via Zoom - ID 317 3320 821, password 157061. 
Questions can be submitted in advance to  office@ohryerushalayim.org.
uk or asked during the Shiur

News This Week
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Zman Shabbos & Lighting
Mincha
Shacharis - Hashkomo
2nd Shacharis 
y"w onf seq
1st Mincha
2nd Mincha
Motzei Shabbos
Sun Rosh Chodesh
Mon / Thurs
Tues / Wed / Fri
Mincha
Mincha & Maariv
Late Maariv
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5.52pm
5.57pm
7.30am
9.30am
9.23am
1.30pm
5.49pm
6.59pm
7.00am / 8.00am / 9.30am
6.45am / 7.10am / 8.00am
6.45am / 7.20am / 8.00am
1.15pm
6.00pm
8.00pm

Davening Times

A Separate Matter          Rabbi Pinchas Winston (Torah.org)
Moshe called the whole community of the Children of Israel to assemble… 
(Shemos 35:1)
I HAD A tangerine for breakfast this morning, and it was quite the 
KABBALISTIC experience. To begin with, it looked perfect, the color, the 
shape, everything about it. It was largish, so it also looked easy to peel. 
And I wasn’t disappointed once I actually ate it, because it tasted every 
bit as good as it looked, b’H.
Of course, I did not eat the whole thing. As apPEALing as the peel 
looked, I did not eat it. It smelled great, but my stomach would not have 
appreciated digesting that part of the fruit. So, I easily removed it and 
dispensed with it into the garbage container. I was ready to eat.
Oops, apparently I wasn’t through yet. This orange was very pitty. I had to 
spit those out first before chewing the meaty part and swallowing it. Five 
minutes later, the entire orange, at least the part I actually ate, was gone 
and I moved on to the next course of my breakfast.
But even as I did my body was not through with the orange yet. Even 
what I consumed of the orange was not all food, and my digestive system 
took over the process of separating out the food from the waste, a longer 
process. Only once that was done, would the rest of my body get to 
benefit from what was left from that perfect orange, while rejecting the 
part it cannot use.
It’s a little different with an apple. Orange peels are for the most part 

Important Appeal From The Rov
שואלים בהלכות פסח קדם לפסח שלשים יום  ס’ תכ”ז

The first Halocho in Hilchos Pesach stresses the obligation upon 
all members of the community to ensure that the less well-
off should have sufficient funding to enable them to fulfil the 
Mitzvos of יום טוב in a happy (debt free) mood.
In order to comply with this Halocho, as in previous years, we 
shall be collecting מעות חיטין funds for distribution to those of 
our Kehilla who require financial support.
There are two ways in which everyone can donate; either
a) Directly to the myself (in Shul or at home) either cash or charity 
vouchers payable to ZY Gemach (charity no. 1153306)
b) By bank transfer to:
 Account Name: ZY Gemach
 Sort Code: 77-19-09
 Account: 29350768
 Reference: Moschit
Thank you in advance for your generous response to this Mitzva.

inedible, or at least hard to eat. Some orange peels are so thick that by the 
time you finish removing them, only half the volume of the original orange 
remains.
Apple peels are quite edible. They just have to be washed thoroughly 
because of the teensy bugs that might live on the peel. But after that, the 
apple and peel can be eaten. The peels of some fruits and vegetables are 
even quite healthy.
Nevertheless, the apple will go through a similar process, once it enters the 
digestive system. The body will know which parts are good for nutrients, 
and which parts are to be rejected, and it will take care of both. And that 
is the way it works for pretty much anything that gets past our teeth and 
into our stomach, a separation of the good from the bad.
And such is life. All that ever goes on in history is the separation of 
the good from the bad, or at least the less good. Most of the time we 
probably don’t see it happening, or know that we’re doing it. But 24/7, 
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“digestion” is happening everywhere, on all levels, and at all times. And 
the process won’t stop until the last bit of good has been separated from 
the bad, at which time Moshiach comes and history, as we know it, will 
come to an end.
The Kabbalistic term is “Birrur,” which means “separation.” Kabbalah 
teaches that everything in Creation is a combination of good and bad. The 
good is something completely spiritual called a holy spark, which is what 
gives life to all that exists, even the seemingly non-living things. The bad or 
the waste, is the part that contains the spark.
The threshold between simply bad and actual evil depends upon how 
easy it is to access the spark and use it for some holy purpose. For example, 
it is not that difficult to grow an orange, harvest it, and then consume it, 
and turn its spark into mitzvah-performing energy. This makes the “waste” 
of the orange “waste,” but not evil.
Some things not only make it difficult to use holy sparks for holy purposes, 
they literally block it. THAT’S evil. There is very little “war” between a 
person and a fruit, though it may take some effort to get to it. But there 
are places in Creation where accessing and utilizing holy sparks requires 
all-out battle.
Money is a good example. Some have called money “the root of all evil,” 
because of all the greed and selfishness money can “inspire.” It is not, 
of course, the root of all evil. Money is not evil at all. Only the choices 
we make regarding things determines good or evil. If a person’s choice 
somehow furthers the Divine cause of Creation, then good has been done. 
If it interferes with it, then it is evil.
In this week’s two parshios, Moshe goes over the materials used to 
build the Mishkan, and what was produced. Each item came from raw 
materials, which were purchased with gold and silver the Jewish people 
had accumulated since leaving Egypt. Because some of it had been used 
to build the golden calf, an act of evil, they freely gave from the rest of 
their wealth to build the Mishkan instead, which was holy and, therefore, 
VERY good.
The calf harnessed the holy sparks within the materials for idol worship and 
promiscuous behavior. That went totally against the purpose of Creation, 
greatly blemishing the sparks that were utilized. It wasn’t just that G-d had 
been disobeyed. It was that people had come along and abused G-d’s 
Creation for what they  imagined was personal gain.
The Mishkan on the other hand, harnessed sparks for the sake of serving 
G-d. That greatly elevated the holy sparks and brought completion 
to Creation. G-d of course was very pleased with that, and the Jewish 
people were praised for it. Not only had they used the sparks within the 
materials in the service of G-d, but they used the sparks within themselves 
to do the same thing.
This is life, separating the good from the bad. It can happen consciously, 
for which we are rewarded, or unconsciously for which we will receive 
little or no reward. But happen it will, and happen it does, non-stop, 
everywhere in the world at all times.
The most important and meaningful part of the birrur process is, that 
humans contribute every time they make a decision. It can be a dramatic 
decision or a very mundane one. But any  decision will, by necessity, be 
one of good or evil. It has been so even since man’s first choice to disobey 
G-d and eat from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. It’s the only 
reason why G-d made Creation and gave man free will.
Unfortunately, most people do not know this, and even fewer care about 
it. Most decisions are made to make life more comfortable. In fact, when 
some people choose a moral thing, it is because they know in advance 
how uncomfortable they will feel later if they do the “wrong” thing. It’s one 
level, but not the ultimate one.
Furthermore, most people only make choices when they really have 
to, especially if they are difficult ones. But choosing not to choose is a 
choice as well between good and evil, and one for which we will also be 
evaluated, perhaps even more harshly. There is one thing G-d hates more 
than a bad choice, and that is the choice to not choose at all. (At least that 
is what Eliyahu told the Jewish people at Mt. Carmel.)
This is why G-d sends crises, small and especially large. These force the 
issue. They compel us to make relevant choices. They reveal what we care 
about and how much. They show us and others what our priorities are, 
both good and bad, and how committed we are to them.
The current virus COVOID-19 is no different. Whatever is actually going 
on, whatever is true and whatever is hype, all of it is to make us make 
choices…to speed up the process of birrur and to prepare for the 

upcoming redemption. Redemption is not a door you just walk through. It 
is one you have be READY to walk through.
Therefore, G-d increased the slavery of the Jews before the exodus. 
The time for redemption had come, they had not been ready, and the 
increased slavery made up for the difference. Therefore, G-d sent Haman 
in Mordechai’s and Esther’s time. The time for redemption had come, the 
Jewish people had not been ready, so G-d sent Haman to speed things 
up.
The end is near. Exactly which one, nobody is really quite sure. Personally, 
based upon what I have seen and worked out, I think the final one. Yes, I 
know, that sounds too good (or bad) to be true. But that’s what I believe, 
especially since today’s “Haman” is a global one. It is affecting so many 
Jews and their ability to get to Eretz Yisroel.
If ever our choices have mattered, it has been over the last few decades. 
But if this is truly the end, and it should be a glorious one and one we can 
enjoy, then the choices we make today count the most. Four-fifths of the 
Jewish people died in the plague of darkness, because they made a very 
wrong last-minute decision. The Talmud expects a similar scenario at the 
end of days as well.
Look past the headlines. Look at the Torah’s version of history. Make the 
right choices. It is those that will separate you out to the side of good, or, 

G-d forbid, to the side of bad.

Dire Precautions               Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)
Most building dedications are joyous events filled with upbeat speeches 
and predictions of growth and unyielding expansion. This week, Moshe 
recaps and reckons all the labor and material that went into the building of 
the Mishkan. He proudly announces that the contributions of gold, silver, 
copper and other materials, brought by the children of Israel exceeded 
the demands. Yet there is one aspect of his inaugural address that is 
strikingly somber. Instead of declaring that the Mishkan is here to stay and 
will be the forerunner of the Temple, he begins with a foreboding sense 
of doom.
The portion of Pekudei (Reckoning) begins in Exodus 38:21 “These are 
the reckoning of the Mishkan — the Mishkan of testimony. ” The Medrash 
is bothered by Moshe’s repetitive expression. Why does he repeat the 
words Mishkan — Mishkan? He should have said, “These are the reckoning 
of the Mishkan of testimony.”? The Medrash answers, homiletically, that 
the word Mishkan has a close relative in the word Mashkon — collateral. 
Moshe was alluding, “to the two Temples that were taken back by G-d as 
collateral for the sins of Israel.”
Why on opening day, does Moshe allude to impending doom? Wouldn’t 
such talk be totally demoralizing? What lesson is there for the Jewish 
People?
In Poland there was a group of smugglers that employed many devious 
schemes to get goods across the Russian border without paying taxes. Yet, 
they were not successful until they realized that the border guards never 
bothered funeral processions.
The smugglers decided to load their wares into coffins, and with all the 
grief and anguish that accompanies a funeral they carried the contraband 
across the border. As this ritual became the norm, the fabricated anguish 
of a funeral procession was abandoned. One dark night, the group, 
laughing and kibitzing, came to the border. The guards, noticing an 
unusually buoyant atmosphere, demanded to open the casket. Upon 
seeing the illegal goods, the guards immediately arrested the group and 
brought them to police headquarters for interrogation.
The leader of the smugglers stood before the commanding officer and 
broke down in tears. “Have mercy upon us. We all have families!” he 
wailed. With rage in his eyes the officer responded. “You fool! You are 
crying now! Had you cried as you reached the border, you surely would 
be laughing now. It is because you laughed then that you are crying now!”
Moshe injected a sense of seriousness into the joy of dedication. He 
warns the Jewish people at this celebration that even the greatest gifts are 
not permanent. Even the Mishkan will not last forever. We must have that 
sense of seriousness and appreciation relating to everything we cherish. 
The prophet (Yoel 2:13) tells us, “rend your heart and not your clothing.” 
The sages explain those words as saying “if you rend your hearts, you 
will not have to rend your clothing.” Moshe, in a very subtle way, sends 
the same message. Even at a wedding, as the groom smashes the glass 
under the canopy, he reminds himself, his bride, and all those gathered 
of Moshe’s inaugural message. Cherish what you have and guard it dearly. 
Because nothing left unguarded lasts forever.


