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News This Week

Short Vort From The Rov

Davening Times

Here we go again, or rather don’t go!
The r"yax decided that for us in the U.K. Shuls should close for xeaiva
dlitz. We do not know why!
However dlitz must continue because the whole world is supported by
our three times daily communication with d"awd.
Our reaction to this situation is our response to the oeiqip - test that the
r"yax has set us. To pass the test He wants us to strengthen our bond with
Him rather than allow it to weaken.
Yes, xeaiva dlitz is obligatory, however to quote Rabbi Zimmerman `"hily
we are miqep` - forced by circumstances beyond our control, unable to
fulfil our obligations. Therefore we should use the opportunity we have
to spend a little longer, to have a little more dpeek, seeing the words and
understanding them, rather than giving into the forces who wish us to fail
the test.
So wfg wfg, be strong, stay strong because the prize for achieving full
marks is d"awd’s positive reply to all our zelitz for d`etx and dle`b - `"aa.

Although unfortunately the Shul is closed, as there is an Inyan to Daven at
the same time as the Tzibbur does, we have included the times as normal.
In accordance with the law, and following discussion with R’ Berel and
R’ Shaya , the Shul will remain open for individual prayer and learning.
There will be no Minyanim or Shiurim and we would ask that all members
respect these guidelines.
We look forward to being able to commence Minyanim and Shiurim in the
Shul as soon as we are legally allowed to IYH.

Chaim Aruchim

We wish Chaim Aruchim to the following who have Yahrtzeit this week:
Sunday, 21st Cheshvan - Eric Sievers for his mother
Monday, 22nd Cheshvan - Rabbi Katz for his father
Wednesday, 24th Cheshvan - Linda Levine for her father

Blessing In Disguise

Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

In Pashas Vayera, Sora, the 90-year-old wife of Avraham, receives a most
surprising piece of information from an even more surprising source. She
is told by Arab nomads, who had found obliging accommodation in
Avraham’s house, that in one year she will have a child. Instinctively, she
reacts in disbelief to this predicton. She laughs.
Immediately, Hashem appears to Avraham He is upset. “Why did Sora
laugh? Is there something that is beyond the Almighty? At the appointed
time I shall return, and behold Sora will have a son (Genesis 18:12-13).
Hashem’s ire must be explained. After all, Sora was not told by Hashem
that she will have a baby. She was informed by what appeared to be Arab
wanderers. And though the Talmud explains that the three nomads were
indeed angels sent by the Almighty, they did not identify themselves as
such. So what does G-d want from Sora?
A man once entered the small study of the revered the Steipler Gaon, Rabbi
Yaakov Yisrael Kanievski with a plea. “I’d like a blessing from the Rav. My
daughter has been looking to get married for several years. All her friends
are married and she would like to get married too, but nothing is working.
Can the Rosh Yeshiva bless her to find her bashert? (appropriate one),” he
asked.
The Steipler turned to the man and asked, “Is this your first daughter?”
“No,” replied the distraught parent, “Why do you ask?”
“When she was born did you celebrate with a kiddush?” ( a celebratory
party in a religious setting)
The man was perplexed. “No. But, that was 27 years ago,” he stammerred,
“and she was my third girl. I may have made a l’chayim while the minyan
was leaving shul, but I never made a proper kiddush. But what does a
missed kiddush 27 years ago have to do with my daughter’s shidduch
(match) today?”
“When one makes a kiddush at a festive occasions,” explained Rav Kanievski,
” each l’chayim he receives is accompanied by myriad blessings. Some
are from friends, others from relatives, and those blessings given by total
strangers.
Among those blessings are definitely the perfunctory wishes for an easy
time in getting married. By not making a kiddush for your daughter, how
many blessings did you deprive her of? I suggest you make your daughter
the kiddush that she never had.”
The man followed the advice, and sure enough within weeks after the
kiddush the girl had met her mate.

At the bris of his first son (after ten girls), my uncle, Rabbi Dovid Speigel,
the Ostrove-Kalushin Rebbe of Cedarhurst, Long Island, quoted the Ramban
(Nachmanides) in this week’s portion.
The reason that Hashem was upset at Sora was that even if an Arab nomad
gives the blessing, one must be duly vigilant to respond, “Amen.” One
never knows the true vehicle of blessing and salvation. Hashem has many
conduits and messengers. Some of those messengers’ divinity is inversely
proportional to their appearance.
We have to do is wait, listen, and pray that our prospective exalter is the
carrier of the true blessing. And then, we have to believe.
Quite often, we have ample opportunities to be blessed. Whether it is from
the aunt who offers her graces at a family gathering or the simple beggar
standing outside a doorway on a freezing winter day, blessings always
come our way. Sometimes they come from the co-worker who cheers you
on at the end of a long day or the mail carrier who greets you with the
perfunctory “have a nice day” as he brings today’s tidings. Each blessing is
an opportunity that knocks. And each acknowledgment and look to heaven
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may open the door to great salvation. The only thing left for us to do is let
those blessings in. Good Shabbos.

Infamous 			

Rabbi Pinchas Winston (Torah.org)

And it came to pass after these things, that G-d tested Avraham… (Bereishis
22:1)
PROBABLY THE VAST majority of people who have made history did not
know they were doing it at the time. First of all, they may not have lived
long enough to see the impact of their actions. Secondly, they may not
have meant to have any historic impact. History can be picky about who it
wishes to immortalize, and who not.
Then there is the issue of how a person might be remembered. They
may have wanted to be admired by future generations, but instead are
despised. And sometimes today’s “heroes” are tomorrow’s “enemies,” as
we are witnessing in the United States. Statues and monuments meant to
immortalize great people of the past have been torn down by a generation
that apparently feels different about their “accomplishments.” A generation
may follow that will put them right back up again. It’s happened before.
It’s interesting that one of the three things that G-d promised Avraham
Avinu at the beginning of last week’s parsha was fame. The other two were
progeny and money. One would think that of the three, only the promise
of children would have talked to him. Did Avraham really care about either
fame or money? He must have, because G-d doesn’t misread people.
Someone once told me that when he saw he was developing a name for
himself and followers, he was torn. On one hand, he knew that being well
known and liked was important for his success, being a teacher. But he also
feared the negative impact fame might have on him, as he saw it have on
others like him.
His solution? He asked G-d, “Since You can do ANYTHING, allow me to
be successful without becoming famous.” As he explained it to me, he
wanted to have the same impact he might as a person famous for what he
was doing, but without any of the side effects of being famous. It seemed
like a tall order to me, like asking for it to rain while on your way home
without getting wet as it does.
Did it work? “Too well,” he told me, smiling wryly. “I forgot to stipulate that
I should still make the same money that a famous person does. Oh well,”
he added, “I still prefer it this way, because I just get more reward in the
World-to-Come instead of more arrogant in this world!” Then he asked to
borrow some money. Just kidding.
The truth is, there is precedent for what he wished. The rabbis have taught
that honor goes to the person who flees from it. It is something to be given
by others, but not something a person should seek to receive. We all know
what happens when people seek honor. They end up doing something
that makes them famous alright, but in the opposite way they intended. It is
better to die a nobody than be notorious for a terrible thing.
The trouble is that so many people get caught up in the moment. Something
happens that compels them to act in one way or another that would not
have been their ideal choice had they had the presence of mind to think
clearly about what they were deciding to do. Sometimes they can reverse
things later on and get out, but sometimes it leads to a series of events and
decisions that just dig a deeper hole.
I have never forgotten an article I read about a person who stole $250,000
from his company. He was their bookkeeper, and in a moment of pressure
and weakness, he “borrowed” a small amount to cover some bills he
couldn’t pay.
The idea was to pay back the “debt” the following paycheck, but that didn’t
happen. Instead, he had to borrow more, and then more, and then more,
until the total became a quarter of a million dollars. He had always looked
at it as a debt to be repaid one day, but that was becoming less likely with
each “loan” he took…until he got caught.
No one had really paid much attention to him, being only the bookkeeper.
You can be sure that once they found out what he had done, and for how
much, he became “famous,” at work, at home, and in his community. As
terrible as it was to have to go to jail, he said he was relieved to have been
caught and stopped. Apparently, he had been unable to stop himself, as if
he had become addicted.
You have to be careful. We walk around with attitudes that can get us in
trouble one day. Or drive with them. Yesterday I watched a man drive the
wrong way down a one-way street because he was too lazy—in a car—to
go around the block to park where he did. Within minutes, a woman did
the same thing, except she backed the wrong way down the street, to at
least make it look as if she had gone the right way.

Then I went into a store and stood in line to pay for something like everyone
else. In the meantime, another person decided he would have none of that
and pushed the money he had to pay into the hand of the person behind
the counter. It was the exact change, and he felt that gave him the right to
butt in line ahead of everyone else.
And yet, if you were to ask each of these people if they considered
themselves to be honest, they would probably answer yes. And they
would believe it. A lot of people who cheat don’t consider themselves
cheaters, unless you confront them. Even then, some defend their actions
to a ridiculous extent.
Masks are another good example today. Do they work against the threat of
Covid-19? It’s controversial. Some say yes, some say no, and some just say it
is wise to err on the side of caution. The law in Israel says you have to wear
them anyhow, and the mitzvah of “love your neighbor as yourself,” certainly
says wear them if not wearing them might endanger others. It doesn’t have
to be for sure that it will. “Might” is good enough.
Nevertheless, for one reason or another, people walk around without
wearing their masks (they hold them or keep them on their chins only) in
places they are really supposed to wear them. And when you pass them
while you are wearing your mask, they tend to avoid eye contact, as if to
say, “Ya, I should probably be wearing mine to, but…”
What people don’t think about is how all of this looks from G-d’s point
of view. To us, it may seem like a simple decision that may at worst
offend someone, or lead to a fine. Or at least that is the way it seemed
before catching Corona or giving it to someone else, who may have been
hospitalized in the end or even died as a result, G-d forbid.
But to G-d it is about what we care about, and how much. And every
situation that we find ourselves in may be a test to reveal that, for better or
for worst. When Dovid HaMelech said that his sin was always before him,
he meant that he always questioned how his actions might appear before
G-d, not just before him. It’s the only way to avoid Chillul Hashem, the
profanation of G-d’s Name which, tragically, there is a lot of today.
In fact, Yechezkel HaNavi warned that when G-d finally brings the Final
Redemption, it won’t be because of our worthiness. On the contrary, it
will be just to end the terrible Chillul Hashem at the time. “So what?” a
person may ask. “As long as the redemption comes!” At the cost of terrible
suffering when that is usually the reason for G-d to end an exile?
The Nefesh HaChaim says in the first section that a person should never
downplay their importance to history and tikun. As Shmuel HaNavi told
Shaul HaMelech, “You may be small in your own eyes, but you are the king
of the 12 tribes of the Jewish people!” We may not be kings but, as the
Nefesh HaChaim points out, we can have a far greater impact on history
than we may think. We have to always keep that in mind.
G-d is always looking at our attitudes and judging them. If He decides that
we have a good attitude, that we care enough about the right things, then
He gives us opportunities to reveal that to the world. If He decides that we
have the wrong attitude, that we care too much about the wrong things,
then He will give us opportunities to discover that as well. Not only will
people fail their tests, they probably won’t even know they were going
through one, which is the greatest failure of all.
As a side point, if people are wondering why Israel all of a sudden finds
itself in a position to do business with Arab nations that once wouldn’t
even mention the name of our country, it may have to do with this week’s
parsha. Just as Ya’akov Avinu returned to confront Eisav to finish the process
of drawing holy sparks out of his brother, the descendants of Yitzchak may
be doing the same from the descendants of Yishmael.
This process was cut short when Yishmael was sent away in this week’s
parsha because he was dangerous to Yitzchak’s health. Every interaction
between the Jewish people and another nation transfers sparks, either to or
from the Jewish nation. Mitzvos cause the former and sins cause the latter.
Making money while in exile, if done in a kosher way, is one of the main
ways we bring sparks into the Jewish people,.
And as they say, “Be careful about the people you see on the way up
because they are the same people you see on the way down,” albeit in
reverse order. Historically, we experienced Yishmael first before Eisav.
Therefore, on our “way back” it was Eisav we experienced first. So close to
the end of history and exile, we are now experiencing Yishmael, to finish
off the spark-collecting we couldn’t complete back at the beginning of our
interaction.
Not only is the end near, but it is even in sight. We surely hope it ends well
for all of us, G-d willing.
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