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Judaism Wherever You Are                    Rabbi J Rubinstein
Rav Tuvia Weiss used to relate how he arrived in London in 1939 on a 
Kindertransport. When the war broke out, he was evacuated by the 
government to a country village to stay with a non-Jewish family there. 
He explained to his hosts that he could only eat bread and fruit, and 
drink tea without milk. He also mentioned that there would shortly be a 
day-referring to Shabbos-when he would not be able to drink tea either 
because it had been boiled up. That Shabbos morning he was upstairs 
in his room going over the Parshah, when his host came up to inform him 
that a Jewish couple from Czechoslovakia had come to visit him. To his 
horror he saw a Jewish couple getting out of a car on Shabbos. The man 
who presented himself as Dr. Mandel, tried to persuade him to eat the 
non-Kosher meat as long as it was cold. But the boy Tuvia Weiss (who 
had just turned Bar-Mitzvah,) refused to give way. The man then turned 
his attention to an eight-year old Jewish child who was with them. But 
Tuvia Weiss strongly encouraged the eight-year old not to listen to them, 
and he also did not give way. After Shabbos, Tuvia Weiss wrote to a Rav 
in London, and they were soon brought back to London. Dr. Mandel went 
to visit him there and said to him, “You are not in Munkatch (a traditional 
Jewish centre in Europe) now!” The Rav who was also present said, “The 
same G-d who is present in Munkatch, is present here too!”   
That last comment, reaches the issue at the heart of the above episode. 
When Rav Tuvia Weiss grew up and become a highly respected Rav, 
he wrote a Sefer in which he addresses this point. In an article on this 
weeks̀ Parshah he quoted from a Chassidic work (Sefer Sfas Emes) the 
following observation. “A path was forged in this weeks̀ Parashah, for the 
Jewish people in all generations, to survive as Jews, wherever they may 
ɧnd themselves. When יעקב (Jacob) left his home and went in to exile in 
the house of לבן (Laban), he implanted in his descendants, the ability to 
retain their Judaism in all circumstances. He also quoted the Rav of Nitra 
who said this is the meaning of the phrase in Chap. 28 verse 16, in which 
 But it is true, there is Hashem in this“-אכן יש ה’ במקום הזה declares יעקב
place”     
In Ethics of the Fathers Chapter 6, Mishna 1; it says that anyone who 

ויצא - ט’ כסלו תשפ”ו

מזל טוב
Mazel Tov to the Rov and Rebbetzen on the birth of a great-
granddaughter  to Modcha and Rochelle Dunner in Yerushalayim
Mazel Tov to Dani and Esty Epstein on the birth of a grandson to Levi 
and Elisheva Uzvolk
Mazel Tov to Henry and Fiona Brownson on Simcha Binyomin’s 
engagement to Menucha Hogan-Lloyd

Chaim Aruchim
We wish Chaim Aruchim to the following who have Yahrtzeit this 
week:
Shabbos, 9th Kislev - David Newman for his mother
Mon, 11th Kislev - Petra Rodrigues-Pereira for her mother and Nomi 
Chalomish for her mother
Tues, 12th Kislev - Joe Levene for his mother
Weds, 13th Kislev - Rebbetzen Cohen for her father

Security rota
We are looking for a few more volunteers to help boost the security 
rota on Shabbos. If you are able to help please message David 
Levine +44 7875 538735

ותן טל ומטר
Reminder we start saying ותן טל ומטר from Maariv on Thursday night

News This Week
studies the Torah for its own sake כל העולם כדאי הוא לו-“The whole world 
is worthwhile for him” The Chasam Sofer explains this to mean, a person 
can serve Hashem in any place in the world. If it is ordained from on 
high that he should be in a particular location, he can bring the Divine 
presence in to that place. 
People used to say, about the thousands of immigrants who emigrated 
from Europe to America at the beginning of the twentieth century, 
that when they were about to dock in America, they threw their Teɧllin 
overboard. Many did so literally or ɧguratively. But not all of them did; and 
in time, those who clung to their Judaism showed that Hashem could 
be served in America too. In every situation and in every location, the 
Jew has to say, אכן יש ה’ במקום הזה-“But it is true, there is Hashem in this 
place”.

Heaven On Earth                Rabbi Yisroel Ciner (Torah.org)
This week’s parsha, Toldos, begins with the births of Yaakov and Esav. 
Right from the start they were two dissimilar individuals with very diɤerent 
agendas: diɤerent desires, diɤerent aspirations, diɤerent worlds.
“Vayisrotz’tzu ha’banim b’kirbah (25:22)” – and the sons were ‘running’ 
inside of her. Where were they running to?! Rashi brings the chaza”l that 
each were running to diɤerent places. When she would pass a house 
of idolatry she would feel the baby ‘running’, trying to exit and when 
she would pass the study house of Shem and Ever she would also feel 
the baby ‘running’, trying to exit. The Kli Yakar explains that she, not yet 
knowing that she was having twins, thought that the baby was being 
drawn after two Forces. “Vatelech lidrosh es Hashem” – she went to get a 
clearer understanding of the nature of Hashem.
“Vayomer Hashem lah shnei goyim b’vitnech… v’rav ya’avod tza’ir (25:23)” 
– Hashem told her (via the prophet Shem) that she would have two 
diɤerent nations… and the older would serve the younger. There is only 
One Force in the world. However, you are having two sons, one will serve 
this Hashem and the other will not. There will be an eternal strugɛle for 
supremacy between them and ultimately, the older will be subservient to 
the younger.
The children grew older, with Esav developing into a hunter, a man of 
the ɧeld; and Yaakov developing into an “ish tam”, an honest forthright 
person, who dwelled in the tents of study. As Yaakov was preparing a 
certain dish, Esav came in famished from the ɧeld. “Hal’i’taini na min 
ha’adom ha’adom ha’zeh (25:29)” – pour some of that red stuɤ down my 
throat – Esav demanded.
The medrash gives us a fuller picture of what transpired. Esav questioned 
Yaakov about the signiɧcance of the dish he was preparing. Yaakov 
answered that the elder (Avrohom) had died. “Even Avrohom was hit 
with judgment?! Then there isn’t true judgment, nor is there a judge!”, 
exclaimed Esav.
The Beis HaLevi asks why the death of Avrohom shook up Esav to such a 
degree. He couldn’t have thought that he would live forever! Hashem had 
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explicitly told Avrohom that his children would be enslaved but he would 
be buried peacefully!
He explains that Avrohom was told that the enslavement would and could 
only begin after his death. Therefore, the day of his death caused Esav to 
be frightened – perhaps the enslavement would now begin. It was known 
that only through one of Yitzchak’s sons would this lineage of Avrohom 
continue. The enslavement and the subsequent receiving of the Torah 
would befall the son who would follow in the ways of Avrohom. Esav saw 
this as his safety guarantee. Count me out! “There isn’t true judgment, nor 
is there a judge!” I’m willing to deny the very existence of Hashem in order 
to safe myself from this enslavement. (Sound familiar?)
Yaakov’s response was “michrah ka’yom es bechoroscha lee (25:30)” – 
sell me on this (fateful) day your birthright as the ɧrstborn. You don’t need 
to deny the existence of Hashem to save yourself from the enslavement! 
I am more than willing to go through the necessary preparations in order 
to ultimately merit the Torah!
It is clear that Esav wanted no part of this birthright. However, wasn’t 
it worth far more than a bowl of soup!? Wouldn’t this be considered a 
‘mekach ta’us’, a faulty transaction?
The following true story is used to answer that question: A very poor 
man approached his Rebbe for a blessing to somehow get together the 
money needed to marry oɤ his daughter. The Rebbe blessed him and 
instructed him to seize the ɧrst business opportunity that would come 
his way. The man happily began his return trip home and stopped oɤ 
at an inn on the way. There he encountered a group of businessman 
sitting and discussing diɤerent deals. As he tentatively approached 
them, one of them laughingly called to him, asking if he wanted to make 
a deal. Remembering the words of his Rebbe, he nodded aɥrmatively. 
Appraising the ɧnancial situation of the pauper standing before him, he 
mockingly oɤered to sell him his share in the world to come for the hefty 
price of one ruble! With no hesitation the man agreed. Amidst much 
laughter about how their friend was able to lift a ruble from a pauper they 
drew up an oɥcial document and the transaction was legally completed.
It was all laughs until ‘Ralph’ told ‘Alice’ about the deal he had made. His 
wife was furious. “I refuse to remain married to a man who has sold his 
portion in the world to come!”, she exclaimed. “Buy it back immediately!” 
He returned to the inn and nervously approached the buyer. “All right, the 
joke’s over now, I’ll give you back the ruble and we tear up the contract”, 
he said hopefully. The man steadfastly refused. “A deal’s a deal and I 
won’t renege.” As far as he would raise the price, he met only with refusal. 
With no other option, they went back to his Rebbe, with the businessman 
hoping that the Rebbe would convince the man to sell it back and thereby 
save his marriage.
The Rebbe heard both sides and said that there is no obligation to reverse 
the transaction. However, for the sum of the full wedding expenses of his 
daughter, I’ll convince him to sell it back. The desperate businessman 
readily agreed and he bought back his share in the world to come (and 
his marriage).
The businessman then approached the Rebbe and challenged him as 
to the justice of his decision. “How could you make me pay thousands of 
rubles for something that was sold for one ruble just the day before?!”, 
he asked. The Rebbe smiled and explained: “Every thing is sold for its 
true present value. When you made a joke of your portion and sold it 
for a ruble, it was hardly worth even that. Once you recognized that your 
marriage depended on it, its true value soared to the thousands!”
As the passuk states: “Va’yivez Esav es ha’b’chorah (25:34)” – Esav 
scoɥngly degraded the birthright. Although he later recognized the true 
value of the birthright, at the time of the sale, in Esav’s eyes, Yakkov’s bowl 
of soup was a ridiculous overpayment!
Later in the parsha, Yaakov receives the blessing that he had rightfully 
purchased, urged on by his mother Rivka, who knew prophetically that 
the blessings were to be his. “Va’yiten l’cha HaElokim mi’tal ha’shamayim 
u’mishmanei ha’aretz (27:28)” – and Hashem will give you from the dew 
of the heavens and the fat of the land. Esav then furiously rushes in 
and pleads “ha’low atzalta lee b’racha (27:36)” – haven’t you left any 
blessings for me?! Yitzchak tells him that there is nothing left but then 
says “mishmaney ha’aretz yihyeh moshavecha u’mi’tal hashamayim me’al 
(27:39) – on the fat of the land you will dwell and from the dew of the 
heavens above.
The Chofetz Chaim asks that these two blessings seem to be almost 
identical! What are the real diɤerences between them? He explains 
that ɧrstly, the order is reversed. By Yaakov, the heavens are mentioned 
before the earth. Yaakov’s life and actions emphasized the eternal as 
opposed to the ɨeeting. Esav, as we saw earlier, was willing to forfeit the 
heavens for a serious chunk of the earth. By him the fat of the land was 

mentioned ɧrst
The second diɤerence is pointed out by Rashi. Yaakov’s blessing was that 
Elokim would give him. Elokim refers to the attribute of justice. Everything 
that a descendant of Yaakov does or doesn’t get is measured by Hashem 
with perfect justice. From this the Chofetz Chaim learns that a person 
should never complain about the portion that Hashem has allotted (or 
alittled) him. We must trust that if wealth would be beneɧcial to us, then 
Hashem would surely give it to us. If he hasn’t, it’s because our present 
state is the best possible environment for us. Fortunate is the person 
who isn’t subjected to destructive wealth!
The Chofetz Chaim once asked someone how he was doing. The answer 
was a response that I’m sure many can relate to: things could be better 
– I could use a bit more. “How do you know that a bit more wouldn’t 
make things worse?”, challenged the Chofetz Chaim! Hashem is totally 
compassionate, knows much more than we do and certainly has the 
ability to give more. If He isn’t giving, that means that things couldn’t be 
better!
May we prioritize between heaven and earth, see and appreciate the 
blessings that we have and allow our lives to be truly ‘heaven on earth’.
uld ɧnd Yitzchak’s wife there (Bereishis 24:7).

Donald J Avimelech      Rabbi Yitzchok Adlerstein (Torah.org)
We have indeed seen that Hashem has been with you…let the oath that 
[previously] existed between ourselves now be between you and us…just 
as we have done with you only good, and sent you away in peace…Now, 
you – blessed by Hashem!
Nice, laudatory speech, this was. Avimelech bends over backwards 
to praise Yitzchok. Entirely evasive, however. Yitzchok had not minced 
words. Upon seeing the delegation, Yitzchok was completely blunt. “You 
hate me, and drove me away from you!” Avimelech, like a good politician 
who is asked a question, ignores it and answers a diɤerent one. “Frankly, 
I just don’t want to talk about how we treated you in the past. But you’ve 
been fabulously successful since then, so we would like to have you on 
our side – or at least not actively opposed to us.” Could Yitzchok been 
satisɧed with such a statement? What was Avimelech thinking?
Maybe we’ve been too harsh with Avimelech. Perhaps there is another 
way of looking at him. He may have been a very astute master of foreign 
aɤairs.
It has long been the practice that some high-ranking representative 
of a country takes up residence in a foreign location with which his 
government has peaceful relations. There, he looks after the interests of 
his own countrymen who have business or other interests in that second 
country. (Today we call them ambassadors.)
Conɨicts sometimes broke out between the two countries. Each country 
would withdraw its ambassador. At times, a country was beset with civic 
unrest, when the masses were stirred up. This led foreign monarchs to 
withdraw their ambassadors. This was done not to voice displeasure or 
intervene on a country’s internal aɤairs, but to ensure the safety of the 
ambassadors. No one could predict what the outcome of the strife would 
be. A foreign ambassador might become the target of the wrath of the 
populace. So the ambassador would head home, returning to his post 
only after the unrest was quelled.
This is exactly what Avimelech meant. “We have indeed seen that 
Hashem has been with you.” Not recently, but well before! Avimelech 
says, “Hate you? G-d forbid! We always held you in high regard, and 
recognized that you were blessed by G-d. The people, however, were not 
so sophisticated. They witnessed your success, and became intensely 
jealous. And worse. They became conspiratorial. Why was the Jews so 
successful, while their economy was ɨat?
“I sent you away. But that was for your own safety! I was concerned about 
where the unrest could lead. This in no way indicated any hatred for you. 
Au contraire! ‘As we have done with you only good, and sent you away 
in peace.’
“Actually, it was a win-win decision. I intended all along that our 
relationship should deepen – that we would work on joint projects in 
the future: ‘the oath that [previously] existed between ourselves now 
be between you and us.’ We could even call this covenant ‘The Isaac 
Accords,’ ushering in a new era of cooperation.
“None of this could happen without ɧrst defusing the tensions of the 
masses. They had to be disarmed. I sent you away to demonstrate the 
ludicrousness of their claims. Word came back that you continued to 
prosper in your new location, while the lot of the masses did not improve 
during your absence. After a while, they got the message.
“It’s time to renew our covenant. Because of the brilliant way I handled 
things, we can now do a political reset.”
Seen this way, Avimelech was a political genius.


