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Mazel Tov to Avi and Debbie Stern on the birth of a grandson to
Zvi and Shira Stern in Israel. Mazel Tov also to great grandparents
Michael and Bayla Brandeis

Kiddush

There is a Kiddush this Shabbos sponsored by Stephen Wieder in
honour of the Yahrtzeit of his father next week. We wish him Arichas
Yomim

Chaim Aruchim

We wish Chaim Aruchim to the following who have Yahrtzeit this
week:

Shabbos, 7th Teves - Elana Shapiro for her mother

Tues, 10th Teves - Akiva Stern for his father

Weds, 11th Teves - Stephen Wieder for his father

Fri, 13th Teves - Daniel Dresner for his mother

Hakomas Matzeivo

The Hakomas Matzeivoh of Irwin Stern, late father of Akiva, will
take place at 12pm on Tuesday 30th December at Philips Park Beis
Hachaim

Keeping The Connection Rabbi J Rubinstein
In December 2004, someone came over to me to tell me of a conversation
he once had with my father (who was a Rav in Glasgow). My father told
him he had just met a person whom we shall call Mr Goldberg, who still
lived in the old part of Glasgow. My father said to Mr Goldberg “why dont
you move to Giffnock (the newer area of Glasgow) where your son lives?”
Mr. Goldberg replied | dont play bridge, | dont play golf, what have | got
to talk about with my son?” When he told over this incident, my father
had commented, )72 1N>721 IN'22 IN2WA DA NNATE 1127 DNNWI-And
you shall teach your children (the words of the Torah) and you shall talk
about them when you sit in your house and when you travel on the way.”
It is inevitable that children will have a slightly different culture to their
parents, but if the parents achieved 1127 Dnnwi, then they will have an
enduring bond and a common language.

This brings to mind an explanation given by Rav Meir Simcha of Dvinsk,
on this weeks Parshah. When 11ax 2y went down to Egypt to join qor
3" T¥N, Hashem appeared to him in a vision of the night, and told him not
to fear going to Egypt. Rav Meir Simcha says, it is only with 2y, here
and when he had the dream about the ladder going up to heaven, that
Hashem appeared in a vision of the night, rather than by day, but not with
any of the other Patriarchs. Because 2jJy' was going on each of those
occasions, to live outside Israel. This was to teach us that even in the
dark times of exile, Hashems presence can be with the Jewish people.
Similarly,bnnaN and pnx! instituted the prayers of Shacharis and Mincha,
which are said by day, but it was 2ppy* who instituted the prayer of Maariv
which is said at night. Furthermore, sacrifices which were burnt on the
altar at night, were only those, whose offering had begun during the day.
This shows us, says Rav Meir Simcha, sacrifices and services are only
accepted at night, if they are connected to sacrifices and services which
were offered during the day.

We can derive from this, says Rav Meir Simcha, a great lesson. If the
Jewish people hold on to the traditions which they have from their
forefathers, then they will remain part of an ancient nation to whom
Hashem appeared in the sanctuary in Israel; and the divine presence
will continue to be with them in the night of exile. But if they forget the
covenant of their ancestors, then they will become separated from the

Jewish nation, and lose that special quality.

We can add, when Jewish people move from place to place, as they have
done for nearly two thousand years, they adopt to an extent, different
lifestyles and contrasting cultures. But if they hold on to the teachings
of the Torah, then there is always a bond which unites them. From every
point of view, for the sake of our descendants themselves, for the sake of
family unity, and for the sake of the Jewish nation, the greatest favour we
can do to our children, is to fulfil the sacred Mitzvah of 1127 bnnwi-"And
you shall teach your children”

| am Yosef! Rabbi Shaya Kylne
This week's parsha opens up with Yehuda's speech to Yosef. In his speech
he explains to Yosef how precious Binyomin is to their father Yaakov, and
how it would be detrimental to their father’s health if Yosef were to keep
Binyomin captive.

The pasuk then describes Yosef's emotional revelation and he says the
famous words “l am Yosef, is my father still alive”. The Beis Halevi asks many
questions on this pasuk. Amongst them are the following two questions;
firstly, what was Yosef asking? Yehuda's entire speech was based on the
fact that Yaakov was still alive so what was he trying to achieve with this
question? Secondly, the pasuk says they were unable to answer him. Why
couldn't they answer? The answer is very simple, Yaakov IS still alive.

The Beis Halevi explains that Yosef's question was not simply “Is my father
is still alive”, rather his question was, you claim to care about your father
so much and are worried about his health and therefore do not want to
take a son away from him, “I am Yosef”, | am a son of your father who you
yourselves took away! “Is your father still alive”, is he still alive even though
he has not seen me in so long? Did you care about your father's health
when you took me away?! Where is your consistency? Do not claim you
care about your father’s health when talking to me. | am a proof that you
do not genuinely care about him. On this claim, the brothers were silent
and indeed had nothing to answer.

The midrash says on this pasuk, “Woe to us on the day of our judgment,
woe to us on the day of our chastisement. If already the brothers could
not answer Yosef, all the more so we will not be able to answer at the
Heavenly Tribunal”. The Beis Halevi explains we will have nothing to answer
when faced with our inconsistencies. A man will be asked whether he
gave enough tzedaka over his life and he will say, “I gave as much as |
could; but it is not so simple to give a lot. | had large expenses and just did
not have enough money to be able to take maaser properly”. It may then
be pointed out to him that he found spare money for his three holidays
abroad a year and other luxuries. The inconsistencies will silence him.
"Woe to the judgment” is referring to the actual judgment, “Woe to the
chastisement” is referring to the moment when our inconsistencies will
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be revealed and how our justifications are flawed.

Baruch Hashem many people have time set aside for Torah learning, but
unfortunately some people only end up learning once or twice a month
because every day another “emergency” presents itself and they are not
able to get round to sit and learn. Sometimes even after a person has sat
down to learn and the sefer is open, the "emergency” emerges and he
needs to discuss it with his chavrusa. Sometimes a person must indeed
miss a kvius, but he needs to ask himself “am | being consistent"? Would
I miss an important business meeting/interview/football match/(fill in the
blank!) for the same "emergency”?

No one is perfect; we all have areas to work on and situations in which
we are inconsistent. Let us use this lesson of the Beis Halevi to try and
improve our Avodas Hashem and make our lives more consistent.

Time is Precious Rabbi Yisroel Ciner (Torah.org)
This weeks Parsha, Vayigash, gives us an incredible glimpse into the
depths of all facets of the Torah.

The gemara Megilah teaches us that the ‘truppe’, the ‘'melody notes’
upon which the tune of the laining is based, were passed down from
Moshe on Sinai. The Vilna Gaon shows us just what can be learned from
the names of these notes.

Just to first get our bearings straight, let's recall what occurred in last
weeks parsha. Yosef had sent the brothers back home with food but had
warned them not to return without bringing Binyamin with them. Yaakov
agrees to send Binyamin only after Yehuda guarantees his return. Yehuda
had accepted upon himself that if he wouldn't bring back Binyamin alive,
he would be excommunicated in both this world and the next.

They arrive, are greeted warmly by Yosef who inquires about the welfare
of their father, and food is again sent back with them. Yosef has his goblet
planted in Binyamin’s bag. When Binyamin is ‘caught’ at the start of their
return journey, they are all brought back and Binyamin is sentenced to be
enslaved to Yosef.

{One might wonder why Yosef chose this course of action causing his
brothers all this anguish. Furthermore, Yosef could have well imagined his
father's suffering and mourning. Wouldn't it have been proper for Yosef
to inform his father that he is alive and well, the moment he became
king?

This issue is discussed by the Ramban and the Ohr Hachaim. The Ramban
explains that Yosef understood that his dreams were prophesies. He
needed to ensure that first all of his brothers would bow down (the
dream of the sheaves), and only then have the brothers and the parents
bow down (the dream of the sun, moon and 11 stars).

The Ohr Hachaim understands that had Yosef acted in any other way, he
would have been in danger of his brothers killing him. (According to the
Medrash Tanchuma, once they knew it was him, they did try to kill him
and the Malach Gavriel needed to intercede to protect him.) There also
would have been the danger of Yaakov Avinu cursing the brothers in his
anger. }

Our Parsha begins with Yehuda drawing close to argue with Yosef on
Binyamin's behalf. The Vilna Gaon points out that the ‘truppe’ for these
words is ‘kadma v'azlah rve'ee, zarka munach segol'. The meaning of these
‘truppe’ words is that ‘the fourth one got up and went'. The fourth one
being Yehuda, the fourth son, got up and went to speak to Yosef. Why the
fourth son and not Reuven the first born? Because ‘zarka munach segol'.
Because he had ‘thrown away his eternal rest with the am segulah’, the
treasured nation, in olam habah!

On a similar note (bad pun, sorry), we were supposed to be enslaved
in Mitzraim for 400 years but instead we left early, after 210 years. One
of the explanations given for this is that we were oppressed to such a
degree that we endured 400 years of slavery in those 210 years. This
is based on the pusek "Vayemarru es chayayhem®”, they embittered
our lives. The Gr"a points out that the truppe for these words is, once
again, kadma v'azlah, we got up and went. In other words, the reason for
our kadma V'azlah was that they had embittered our lives! Even more
amazing is the fact that the gematria (numerical value) of kadma v'azlah
is 190, which is, of course, the amount of years that we 'kadma v'azla'd
(left early) (400-210=190., please pardon the grammar)!!!

Uneasy Questions Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)
In most surprising ending in a Biblical saga, 11 men stood before their
youngest brother, Yoseph, humiliated and threatened. Yoseph, in his
role as viceroy of Egypt, had incarcerated Binyamin and left his siblings
fighting him for his release. Otherwise, they would have to answer an
aging father who would certainly die if Binyamin would not come home.
They pleaded, begged and cajoled — then they threatened to go to war
over Binyamin. Yoseph is impressed.

Suddenly he reveals himself as the brother they had sold to slavery 22

years ago.
"I am Yoseph,” he declares. “Is my father still alive?” The brothers stood
in shock and disbelief.

Many commentaries ask why Yoseph asked a question when he knew the
answer. His brothers spoke all along about their father and the anguish
he would sustain lest Binyamin not be returned to him.

What message was Yoseph sending?

A man walked into the office of Rabbi Yoel Teitelbaum in the Williamsburg
section of Brooklyn with tears flowing down his cheeks. “Rebbe,” he
pleaded, "I need your help. | have no means of supporting my family, and
my wife has gone into severe depression as the doctors suspect one of
our children may have leukemia. I am at the verge of bankruptcy and only
despair looms on the horizon.”

The Rebbe's sympathy was obvious. Quickly he took all the money that
he had in his desk and then summoned his sexton. "Have you any cash
on you?" theRebbeasked. "I need whatever you can spare to help a Jew
in trouble.”

The gabbai(sexton) responded to his mentor’s request and handed the
sum of nearly $2,000 to theRebbe.

After the indigent man left the house the Gabbai innocently asked the
Rebbe, "That was not for the man who just left here — or was it?”
"Surely,” exclaimed theRebbe. He has nine children, including one who
may be very ill. His wife is on the verge of a breakdown and he is in a
state of despair.”

"Despair?” exclaimed the sexton. “Nine children? That man has two kids,
a wife who shops nicely on the Avenue and makes a modest living. Things
may be a little tight — but he's not at all desperate! “You mean his wife is
not ill?” “No!" "His child is not ill?" “No!" He is not even going bankrupt?”
"By no means!” "Wonderful,” theRebbesmiled, "I could not bear to hear
the pain of such terrible news. How good is it to hear that one less Jew is
suffering.” The next day the Rebbe called in his Gabbai and returned the
$2,000 he had borrowed from him.

In revealing himself to his brothers, Yoseph had choice words to tell them.
He could have chided them, taunted them and called their misdeeds
upon them. He didn't. All he wanted to know is, "How is father feeling?
Is it really true that he survived the tragedy of my sale? Is he still able to
come see me?”

Often when we are wronged we have opportunities to harp on the
conduct of those who harmed us. In his opening revelation Yoseph didn't.
He picked up the pieces. He did not choose to discuss the past deeds
that were dead and gone. He just wanted to speak about the future, his
father, and his destiny.
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