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News This Week
Parshas Zachor

There will be 4 Leinings, at 8.35 approx, 10.30 approx, 11.15
approx after Davening and 2pm after first Mincha.

Chaim Aruchim

We wish Chaim Aruchim to the following who have Yahrtzeit this
week:
Shabbos, 9th Addar - Ari and Elisheva Scherer for their son
Mon, 11th Addar - Sharon Levinson for her father
Tues, 12th Addar - Robert Berman for his mother

HaKomas Matzeivo

The Hakomas Matzeivo of the late David Graff, father of Zacky
Graff, takes place this Sunday 1.30pm at Philips Park Beis Olam.

Megilla

The times for the Leining of the  מגילהat Shul will be 6.58 & 8.30
at night and 7.35am (after 1st Shacharis Minyan), 9.05am (after
2nd Shacharis Minyan), 10.05am (after 3rd Shacharis Minyan).

Purim and Yom Kippur 			

Roy Dinowitz

There’s a renowned Vort which explains ‘Yom Kippur’ hinting to; ‘a day
like Purim’, to put it simply, the holy day of atonement - Yom Kippur – is
only ‘Ke’ i.e. ‘like’ Purim, meaning that in some sense Purim is greater than
Yom Kippur, thus revealing an awareness of how exceptional Purim is!
Although this Vort has further understandings, I would like to suggest the
following idea connecting Purim to Yom Kippur. On Yom Kippur Moshe
Rabbeinu came down with the second Luchois, sealing Klal Yisroel’s initial
acceptance of the Torah, an extremely powerful and joyful day symbolic of
G-d forgiving Klal Yisroel for the tremendous sin of the golden calf [Avoda
Zoro] which warranted G-d to propose eliminating His beloved nation. Not
only was this sin such a grievous one - with its effects lasting even until this
day - it was also supplemented by the sin of Giluy Arayos.
Yet on some level forgiveness was granted, to the degree that this day was
instituted for generations as a day of yearly atonement for the entire nation’s
sins, where observant and non-observant alike gather annually to fast, pray
and introspect - spiritually an immense day.
Similarly, Purim too signifies the same theme i.e. Hashem forgiving Klal
Yisroel for their sinful misdeeds, notably, they were guilty of the same two
sins! Which in turn prompted G-d to seal a death sentence on His entire
nation [both intervals were the only times when Klal Yisroel’s sole existence
was on the brink].
As history has it, once again Moshe Rabbainu came to assist, as the Medrash
says that he advocated and prayed on behalf of his people - just as he did
the first time when they were sealed to die [after the sin of the Eigel]. Led by
his Gilgul Mordechai, Klal Yisroel were impelled to plea for their lives fasting
and fervently praying to annul the decree, resulting in redemption from
their decreed fate and spurring them to reaffirm their connection with Him
by means of re-accepting Torah - yet surpassing their previous acceptances
since it was re-accepted on a higher level, voluntarily, out of pure love and
joy.
Purim starts off with introspection and fasting on Tannis Esther [resembling
Yom Kippur] when Va’yechal [from Parshas Ki Sisa – also read around Purim
time], which recollects the episode of the Eigel is read, with its main focus
pointed at the extraordinarily benevolent time when forgiveness was
granted for that great sin. Every year observant and non-observant alike

gather to fulfil the Mitzvos of Purim, among them; reading the Megilah and
being joyful, which Reb Brevda says in the name of the Gra, that these two
Mitzvos correspond to the two sins which caused the decreed death, thus
these Mitzvos we’re given in order to Metaken both sins i.e. Avoda Zoro
and Giluy Arayos. Accordingly, perhaps it can be suggested this is also
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being done in order to atone for the sin of the Eigel, since this sin was done
joyously and in a laughing manner [as Rashi says], thus it is befitting that in
order to Metaken this sin the manner of conduct on Purim is the same, yet
this time enacted in a Kosher and Davar Mitzvah way in order to achieve
atonement.
It could yet be that when they re-accepted the Torah out of love they did
so without sinning thereafter, thus also achieving a Tikun for the sin of the
Eigel [since initially sin followed straight after accepting the Torah].
Interestingly, Yom Kippur is ‘V’nahafoich Purim’ i.e. Yom Kippur which
is preceded by a Mitzvah to eat and then to fast, whereas Purim is the
opposite Avoda, yet both are joyful times, just celebrated in reverse order.
In summation; the second Luchos were given on Yom Kippur when
forgiveness was granted - for both sins and annihilation - thus sealing
the initial acceptance of the Torah. Purim too, signifies Hashem forgiving
Klal Yisroel for both sinful misdeeds, thus bringing about redemption
from their decreed fate, and spurring a reaffirming connection with G-d
reaching renewed pinnacle heights vis-a-vis reaccepting the Torah out of
love and delight [Another Pshat in Kimu Vekiblu is that they reaccepted
Torah She’baal Pe, yet Torah She’biksav was sealed on Yom Kippur hence
portraying the start & seal theme]. Both unmistakably days of the tremendous
joy of reconciliation. As the Rabbeinu Tam writes in his Sefer HaYoshor, all
love is proportional to the unity between the two who love each other.
Cheit causes discord by the mental distance between the desires of Klal
Yisroel and Hashem. Through Teshuva and forgiveness, the desires of Klal
Yisroel realign with Hashem and true joy and unity reign, truly another Day of
Atonement and surely another interpretation of why Yom Kippur is Kepurim.

Trickle Down Theory

Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

The process of sinning and repenting ascends to a different level in this
week’s portion. In addition to the regular steps of penitence, the Torah
commands that the sinner must bring a korban, an animal sacrifice to
atone for his sin. This ritual encompasses many deep philosophical and
psychological ramifications that are discussed in detail by the great thinkers
of the 12th century, among them Rambam, Ramban, and Ibn Ezra. After
all, the concept of sacrificing living things is quite difficult to understand,
especially in the context of a Torah that is so demanding regarding the
treatment of animals that it prohibits humans to eat a meal before their
animals have been fed!
Yet the laws of sacrifice are not limited to simple sinners. The law applies to
the rich and poor, the weak and the mighty, and even to the Kohen Gadol
himself.
The Torah tells us that when the Kohen Gadol sins, he too must bring an
offering. Although the Torah is detailing the ramifications of the Kohen
Gadol’s individual transgression, it mentions the sin of the nation too: “If the
anointed Kohen Gadol will sin, bringing guilt upon the people” (Leviticus
4:3).
Rashi, Ibn Ezra, and Sforno, three of the most famous Torah commentators,
all comment on the strange juxtaposition of the nation and the Kohen Gadol.
“After all,” they ask, “what connection do the people have to the Kohen
Gadol’s sin?” Why is his sin considered “bringing guilt upon the people”?
Dr. George Fordyce Story, was a prominent English physician in the latter part
of the 18th Century. Despite his medical skills, he unfortunately possessed a
major flaw – he was a heavy drinker. During a dinner at which he was quite
inebriated, Dr. Fordyce was urgently summoned to tend to a distinguished
person who had taken ill with unspecified symptoms.
Far from sober, Dr. Story had great difficulty locating the patient’s pulse
or even counting the beats. Frustrated and realizing his own condition,
he muttered to himself, “Drunk, by golly!” and then proceeded to write a
prescription.
The next morning Dr. Story received an official looking letter from his patient.
He expected it to contain a stern rebuke for his inadequate doctoring the
preceding night. It did not. Inside was a short note: “I, too, am aware of the
sorry state I was found in yesterday evening – I am sure that you will keep
your evaluation confidential.” Enclosed was a 100 pound sterling note.
Perhaps the Torah is teaching the Kohen and us a lesson in human nature.
When the people see the Kohen bringing a korban, they may feel that they
too have sinned. A sense of guilt will fall upon the entire nation. And when
he says the words of repentance, albeit quietly unto himself, the feeling
of the people will be that they too are at fault. It is important for good
leaders to know that their deeds affect the standard of their community.
When they rise, so does their flock. Moreover, when, Heaven forbid, they
fall, the nation falls with them. It is their duty to understand that they do not
operate in a vacuum. Whatever they do, or whatever they say, trickles down
to the people.
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