News This Week
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Mazel Tov to Dean and Susan Kaye on Gavi's engagement to Esther
de-Lange. The engagement takes place in the Shul hall on Sunday,
22nd March from 4:30-6:30pm

Mazel Tov to David and Deborah Levine on Natan's engagement to
Ayelet Kruskal, daughter of Andrew and Mirelle, London

Kiddush

There will be a Kiddush following Davening, sponsored anonymously

Chaim Aruchim

We wish Chaim Aruchim to the following who have Yahrtzeit this
week:

Shabbos, 3rd Nissan - Sidney Shields for his mother

Tues, 6th Nissan - David Lewin for his mother

Weds, 7th Nissan - Marc Cohen - for his mother

Sale of ynn

The sale of ynn which takes place in the |'T n'a may be arranged
via the Roy, either at his home by prior arrangement, or in Shul after
Davening

Pesach Cleaning
A reminder that members are responsible for clearing out Chometz
from their boxes

Security Rota

We are looking for a few extra volunteers over Yom Tov for the
security rota to cover volunteers who are away over Yom Tov.

If you are able to help please message David Levine +44 7875 538735

Only The Best! Rabbi J Rubinstein
One cannot do better than quote from the Rambam, who derives
a major principle affecting all Mitzvos, from a verse in this weeks
Parshah. In his conclusion, of the laws governing what was fit to bring
as an offering on the altar (Hilchos Issurei Mizbeach ;7:11), he writes
as follows. “Somebody who wants to have merits for himself, should
overcome his evil inclination, and extend his hand, and bring offerings
from the most beautiful, and the best, of whatever type he is bringing.
For behold it says in the Torah; and Hevel also brought an offering;
from the firstborn and the fattest, (Cain had brought an offering of
inferior quality), and Hashem turned to the offering of Hevel. This is
also the law for everything which is done for Hashem who is good. It
should be from the most beautiful and the best. If he builds a house
of prayer, it should be more beautiful than the house where he lives.
If he gives food to the starving, he should them from the best and
the sweetest food on his table. If he gives clothes to the unclothed,
he should give of his best clothes. If he gives something for a sacred
purpose, he should give of his best, as it says,n7 27N 72’ -All the
choice parts for Hashem (Vayikra; 3:16)".

A good illustration of this, is a story which Rav Elya Lopian discovered,
regarding the Chafetz Chaim. Rav Lopian was once the head of
a Yeshivah in a place where the leader of the community was
completely irreligious. Nonetheless he was very helpful to Rav Lopian
and the pupils of the Yeshivah. On one occasion he explained his
behaviour to Rav Lopian. He said he had once applied to become a
pupil in the Chafetz Chaims Yeshivah. They tested him, and through
his answers they realised that he did not believe in Hashem. They
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Important Appeal From The Rov
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The first Halocho in Hilchos Pesach stresses the obligation upon all members
of the community to ensure that the less well-off should have sufficient
funding to enable them to fulfil the Mitzvos of 210 DI' in a happy (debt free)
mood.

In order to comply with this Halocho, as in previous years, we shall be
collecting |'0'n Niyn funds for distribution to those of our Kehilla who require
financial support.

a) Directly to myself (in Shul or at home) either cash or charity

vouchers (Reference: Moschit86) payable to ZY Gemach (charity no. 1153306)
b) Give online by going to https://www.charityextra.com/charity/zygemach
clicking the donate button and following the instructions (Reference:
Moschit86).

) By bank transfer to: Account Name: ZY Gemach Sort Code: 77-19-09
Account: 29350768 Reference: Moschit86

Thank you in advance for your generous response to this Mitzva.

refused to accept him in the Yeshivah, but there was no train out of
the town that day. The Chafetz Chaim would not allow him to enter
the Yeshiva, but offered to host him personally for the night. In the
upstairs room of the Chafetz Chaim$ house where the guest stayed,
it was cold. At about midnight the guest saw his bedroom door open.
The Chafetz Chaim who obviously thought his guest was asleep, came
over, took off his own overcoat and spread it over his guest and then
went down to his own room which was presumably equally cold. The
erstwhile guest said to Rav Lopian, that to this day, he still feels the
warmth of that overcoat. He knows that Rav Lopian was a pupil of the
Chafetz Chaim. and that is the reason he is so helpful to him.

That was a perfect example of the fulfilment of the teaching of
the Rambam. The Chafetz Chaim was meticulous in his fulfilment
of Mitzvos between man and his Creator, and equally careful in his
fulfilment of Mitzvos between man and his fellow man.

At this time of the year, it is wonderful to see people striving, to
fulfil the Mitzvos of Pesach at the highest possible level, and also to
be hospitable, and help in other ways, people less fortunate than
themselves.

The Medrash says, that in last weeks Parshah, at every stage of the
construction of the Sanctuary, it says, NWN NN 'N NIX NWND-"Just like
Hashem commanded Moses". His reward was, Hashem called him
in to the sanctuary, as it says in this week$ Parshah, nwn 78 NJ'I-
"And Hashem called to Moses”. We pray, that as we try to do things,
"As Hashem commanded us”, He will reward us by calling us to His
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Sanctuary, with the coming of the Moshiach.

Tuning In Rabbi Yisroel Ciner (Torah.org)
The Ramban explains that Shemos, the Sefer of Exile and Redemption,
concluded with the Shchinah filling the Mishkan. Vayikra begins with
Hashem calling to Moshe from the Mishkan, instructing him to instruct
Bnei Yisroel.

"And He called to Moshe and Hashem spoke to him from the Ohel
Mo'ed. [1:1]"

Rashi explains that the voice of Hashem only reached Moshe’s ears—
past the Ohel Mo'ed the voice wasn't heard. (This is as opposed
to Sinai where the entire nation heard Hashem speak.) One might
mistakenly assume that Hashem'’s voice was low and therefore didn't
extend past the Ohel Mo'ed, but the passuk in T'hillim leaves no
room to misunderstand the nature of Hashem's voice: “"The voice of
Hashem is powerful, the voice of Hashem is full of majesty, the voice
of Hashem breaks cedars... [Psalms 29:5]" We therefore see that the
full, resounding power of Hashem'’s voice reached Moshe, yet it came
to a complete stop at the perimeter of the Ohel Mo'ed.

Why did Hashem miraculously make His voice stop and not be heard
outside the Ohel Mo'ed?

Rav Yaakov Naiman, z'l, in Darchei Mussar, explains that it actually
wasn't a miracle at all. We live in a world filled with radio waves. The
more powerful the equipment, the greater the ability to detect more
delicate signals. The voice of Hashem resounded (and resounds)
throughout the world. The voice didn’t stop but no one heard it.
Physical ears in materialistic places don't hear that voice. Moshe had
spiritually uplifted his physical body to the point that when he was in
the Ohel Mo'ed, his ears were able to tune-in to the voice of Hashem.
Rabi Yehoshua ben Levi said: Each and every day, a heavenly voice
emanates from Mount Chorev, proclaiming: Woe to the creations that
the Torah is so disgraced. [Mishna Avos 6:2]

He heard it every day and worked at minimizing that disgrace. We
don't hear a thing and keep going on our merry way.

The Sages teach that thunder was created in order to "straighten out
the crookedness of the heart.” One can hear thunder and one can
hear thunder. It all depends on the level of sensitivity—how attuned
that person is to Hashem and His messages. The message can be so
powerful and we can be so oblivious.

When the Torah discusses a person being put to death by Beis Din
it says that others will hear and will be frightened. A person will take
life more carefully and more seriously. The Talmud teaches that a
beis din that kills every seven years is called murderous. There is an
explanation offered that once every seventy years is also considered
murderous. [Makkos 7A] When a person’s ears were open, such an
event would be taken as a message, as a wake-up call. The effects
lasted anywhere between seven and seventy years.

But we can be so oblivious. We hear about a ten-month-old baby
targeted and killed by a hell-bound coward-sniper but we don't
listen. We hear about two terrorist bomb blasts in one day but the
effect lasts anywhere between seven and seventy seconds.

Time doesn't pass by—rather it is we who move through the cycles of
time. Each time period contains its particular potential, its energy. We
are now in the month of Nissan—the time designated for redemption.
We must open our ears. We must ‘hear’ the message of these jarring
events and take life and our responsibilities more seriously. The
redemption must begin on a personal level.

The Talmud [Sotah 49B], when discussing the period immediately
before the Moshiach, teaches that we'll reach a state where there
will be no other source of security—we will have no one to lean and
depend upon besides Avinu in the heavens. That realization will come
about and the impact of that realization and the resulting changes in
our focus will bring the geulah.

The Salt Solution Rabbi Naftali Reich (Torah.org)
What do all the sacrificial offerings that comprised the Temple service
have in common? Each class of offering had its own specialized set
of detailed instructions, calling for a certain species and gender
of animal or bird, for various kinds of cakes, for libations, spices or
condiments of a particular sort, and so on. No two sacrifices were
identical, and no requirement was universal. Except for one. Every

sacrifice required salt. Furthermore, the requirement of salt was not
simply a minor instruction. There is a specific positive commandment
in the Torah mandating the addition of salt to all sacrifices, and to add
emphasis to emphasis, there is also a specific prohibition forbidding
the omission of salt from any sacrifice. Clearly, the addition of salt is
critical. Why salt?

The Talmud sheds light on this puzzling question. At the time of
creation, the Talmud explains, the Creator parted the lower world
from the firmament, separating the waters of the heavens from the
waters of the seas. The seas were mortified. “Master of the Universe!”
they cried out. "We want to be close to Your heavenly throne. Why
have You placed us off in the distance?” In order to reassure the seas
that they had not been abandoned or rejected, the Creator granted
them the privilege of providing salt for all sacrifices brought in the
Temple.

But the questions still remain. How could a minuscule drop of salt
added to a sacrifice appease the overwhelming desire of the sea
to be closer to Hashem? How was that adequate compensation for
being distant from Hashem?

The commentators explain that we are often all too dependent on
our environment for our level of spirituality. If only we could live in
more sheltered surroundings, we tell ourselves, we would be such
spiritual people. If only we could isolate ourselves from the hubbub
of the mundane world we could draw closer to the Creator and the
fulfillment of the transcendent aspirations of our inner souls. In the
meantime, however, we resign ourselves to the reality of our existence
and the futility of aspiring to high levels of spirituality.

But this is not what Hashem expects of us. He does not want us to
make our spiritual growth dependent on what we consider ideal
conditions. In any setting, no matter how distant, no matter how
difficult, He wants us to yearn to connect with Him. Moreover, it is
this very yearning which will bring us closer to Him and forge that
powerful spiritual connection. The aching desire in our hearts spans
any chasms of time and space and brings us right into Hashem'’s
enfolding embrace.

In this light we can understand Hashem'’s words of consolation to the
waters of the seas. True, they would have to remain in the lower world
while the waters of the heavens rose to the upper world. But this did
not necessarily mean that they would be estranged from Hashem.
The solution was in the salt.

Salt is the sublimation of all the elements dissolved in the water.
It is the very essence of the entire sea reduced to a tiny pinch. By
providing salt for the sacrifices, the sea would be reaching with all its
being out across the vast distances to the center of spirituality, and
this reaching out itself would bring it close to Hashem.

A king had two sons. One of them lived in the palace and served as
the chief minister of the kingdom. He met with his father daily and
conferred with him on a wide variety of state and other matters. The
second son served as the king's ambassador to an important but
very distant kingdom. Every other year, he returned to the palace for
a short visit, but for all the rest of the time he remained in the faraway
land.

After a number of years, the king grew old and feeble, He decided to
address the question of the succession to the throne. He called in his
ministers and informed them that he had chosen a successor.

"The son who is closer to me,” he said, “shall sit on my throne.”

The ministers nodded sagely. It was as they expected. The chief
minister would make a good king.

"Send for my son right away,” the king continued. “He must travel a
great distance to come back here to the palace.”

The ministers were baffled. “But you just said that you had chosen the
closer son, your majesty!”

“Indeed | have,” said the king. “The chief minister is a good, loyal son,
but he is with me all the time. He is not excited when he comes to see
me. The ambassador, however, may live far away, but he yearns to see
me with all his heart. No distance can affect our closeness.”

In our own lives, we can all reach deep within ourselves for that pinch
of salt that represents our very being and identity. If we dedicate that
salt to our relationship with our creator, we can gain untold spiritual
riches no matter where we find ourselves.
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