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News This Week
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Mazel Tov to Aaron Dempsey and parents, Timmy and Lauren, on the
occasion of his Bar Mitzva this Shabbos
Mazel Tov to Yehuda and Bernice Issler on Devori’s engagement to
Avrumi Rabinowitz from Yerushalayim.

Chaim Aruchim

We wish Chaim Aruchim to the Rov on the Petira of his brother, Mendel
Cohen, in London. The Rov is sitting Shiva until Sunday morning, at 48
Waterpark Road. Shacharis Friday 7.15, Sunday 8am, Mincha 1pm inc
Friday, Maariv 7.30.
We wish Chaim Aruchim to the following who have Yahrtzeit this week:
Sun, 24th Kislev - Yanky Kahan for his mother
Weds, 27th Kislev - Linda Ross fit her father

Kids Channukah Fun Day

The annual Kids Channukah fun day returns this Sunday in the Shul Hall
followed by candle lighting with a guest speaker. Details on the back
page.

Of Grapes and Pastries

Rabbi Naftali Reich (Torah.org)

Joseph knew he might never have another chance to get out of the dank
Egyptian dungeon in which he had languished since being wrongly
accused of making advances toward Potiphar’s wife. Indeed, he was
fortunate to have escaped with his life. One year after his incarceration,
he was joined by two illustrious prisoners, the royal baker and the royal
cupbearer, both of whom had fallen from favor. One night they both had
dreams that called for interpretation. This was Joseph’s opportunity, and
he had to grasp it.
As we read in this week’s Torah portion, Joseph interpreted their dreams
correctly, one thing led to another, and he was released from prison. The
cupbearer dreamed he saw three bunches of succulent grapes on the
vine. He squeezed the grapes into Pharaoh’s golden chalice and brought it
to him. What did this mean? It meant, explained Joseph, that in three days
he would be released and returned to his former position.
The baker had a very similar dream. He saw himself carrying three baskets
of bread on his head, and in the top basket, there were also all sorts of fine
pastries. Then he saw a bird swoop down and eat the pastries. What did
this mean? It meant, explained Joseph, that in three days the baker would
be hung from the gallows.
And indeed, both interpretations proved correct.
Why did Joseph present such radically different interpretations of two
dreams that were essentially identical?
The commentators point out a subtle difference between the two dreams.
The images with which the cupbearer’s dream opened were of clusters
of gleaming grapes hanging heavily from the vine and fairly bursting with
natural juices. The cupbearer reaches out, plucks some of these exquisite
grapes and squeezes them into Pharaoh’s chalice. Then he offers the wine
to the king.
The baker’s dream, however, did not open with images of golden wheat
stalks swaying in the gentle breeze on amber fields. Nor did it open with
sparkling waters coursing through a mountain stream. It opened with
basketfuls of the finished product, manufactured by human hands.
Where was an acknowledgment of the origin of all the ingredients that went
into those breads and pastries? The cupbearer dreamed of the Almighty’s
pristine grapes, but the baker dreamed of his own craft, as if everything

depended on him. Where was the recognition of the handiwork of the
Almighty? Clearly, the baker, unlike the cupbearer, did not deserve a royal
pardon.
A great sage was walking with a young disciple along the seashore in a
famous and wealthy resort town.
“What do you think of this place?” the sage asked.
“I think it is spectacularly beautiful.”
“Indeed? And what exactly do you find beautiful here?”
“Why, everything,” the disciple responded excitedly. “The gleaming white
yachts in the harbor. The magnificent villas and chateaux on the hillsides.
The elegant carriages with their liveried drivers and footmen.”
“Ah, my young friend,” said the sage, “you are like a blind man. All this
superficial beauty obscures the true beauty of this place for people like
you. Don’t you see the surging sea and the soaring mountains? Don’t you
see the green valleys, the meadows, the flowers, the butterflies, the birds
that sing in the trees? Those are the work of the Creator. Let me see one of
your villa builders do something like that!”
In our own lives, living in a modern, technological society, we are easily
distracted from the magnificent world the Almighty created for us. We
look around and all we see are buildings, cars, telephones, computers,
asphalt, concrete, with a little patch of green here and there. In such an
environment, it is easy to lose sight of the guiding hand of Hashem and
become deluded into believing that people control their own destiny.
But that is very superficial attitude. Better that we open our eyes and take a
good look at the world around us and the heavens above. How can we not
be dwarfed by the immensity of what Hashem has wrought on our behalf?
If we engender this recognition in our hearts, we will, like the cupbearer,
be worthy of divine blessings and delivery from our oppressors.

Prisoner of Unconscious

Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)

Near the end of this week’s parsha, the Torah tells how Yoseph is falsely
accused of adultery and is sent to prison. During Yoseph’s detention
“Hashem was with Yoseph, He was endowed with charm and had much
favor in the eyes of the warden. In fact, the warden placed all the other
prisoners in Yoseph’s custody and Yoseph was in charge of all their duties.
The warden trusted everything that Yoseph did and, everything that Yoseph
discharged was successful” (Genesis 39:21-23).
In addition to the Divine Providence that cloaked Yoseph, another striking
incident occurred. Back at Pharaoh’s palace, the king’s was served wine
with an insect floating in it, and a foreign substance was baked into
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Pharaoh’s bread. The baker and butler were both jailed for those breaches,
and were placed in Yoseph’s charge. After a year in prison, theu both
dreamt a strange dream. Yoseph, Divinely ordained, interpreted each
dream in amazingly accurate fashion. He predicted that the baker would
be executed for his infraction while the wine steward would be returned
to his former position and stature. Yoseph, convinced at the power of his
predictions, did not stop with mere interpretations. He implored the wine
steward to discuss his own plight with Pharaoh. “If only you would think
of me when Pharaoh benefits you, and mention me to Pharaoh, then you
will get me out of here,” pleaded Yoseph (Genesis 40:14). Yoseph erred.
The wine-steward completely ignored Yoseph’s requests and left him to
languish in prison for another two years. In fact, upon mentioning Yoseph
to Pharaoh, the butler even referred to him in a very disparaging manner.
The midrash explains that this response, or lack thereof, was a heavenly
punishment. Yoseph should not have urged a mortal man to be the vehicle
of his release. He should have rather placed more faith in Hashem. Many
commentaries are bothered by this midrash. They ask, “is it not one’s duty
to employ the help of others? Why should Yoseph have relied solely on
Hashem? What is wrong with asking for help from below instead of relying
solely on the One Above?
My grandfather, Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky, of blessed memory, had a keen
sense of direction, not only in spiritual life, but on the mundane streets of
the city as well. He was once in a car together with a colleague, a Rosh
Yeshiva (dean) of a prestigious Yeshiva. That particular Rosh Yeshiva was
a nervous individual and panicked when the driver, a student of his, lost
his way in an area of the city that was not accustomed to welcoming
rabbis with open arms. The young man wanted desperately to get back
on the highway. “Please,” pleaded the Rosh Yeshiva of his student, “freg a
politzmahn (ask a policeman)!”
Reb Yaakov interrupted. “You needn’t ask. I know the way.” Reb Yaakov
turned his attention to the driver. “Continue for two blocks, make a left.
After the first light, you make another left. Make an immediate right and you
will see the entrance to the highway that we need.”
Reb Yaakov’s colleague was not convinced. “Please,” he insisted of the
driver, “ask a policeman!” The student felt obliged to listen to his Rosh
Yeshiva, and spotted a police car on the other side of the street, two blocks
away. Quickly he made a U-turn, drove the two blocks, and stopped the
officer. “Excuse me, officer, asked the nervous driver, “how do you get
back on the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway?”
The officer saw the two sages in the back seat of the car and realized
the severity of the situation. He began to explain the directions. “First of
all, turn back around and go four blocks. Then make a left. After the first
light, you make another left. Make an immediate right and you will see the
entrance to the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway.”
My grandfather turned to his colleague and smiled. “Nu, my friend,”
whispered Reb Yaakov, “now that a stranger said it, do you feel better?”
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (who incidentally was not the other Rosh Yeshiva)
explains that there are two types of individuals. There are those who have
no heavenly signs, and the thought of Hashem is quite distant from them.
Then there are those whose every action is blessed with the guidance of a
spiritual force. It is almost as if Hashem is walking hand in hand with them
or even as if Hashem is sitting next to them. Yoseph should have realized
that the events that transpired in the prison cell were supernaturally divine.
Within one year of entering prison, he is charged with the welfare of every
prisoner. Then, two Egyptian stewards were sent to be with him, and
each had a dream that Yoseph, divinely inspired, interpreted in prophetic
fashion. At that point, Yoseph should have understood that his freedom
was imminent. Hashem, through His own mysterious yet miraculous
ways would surely get him out of jail. The wine-steward was extremely
impressed when Yoseph’s interpretation pro ved correct. Yoseph did not
have to implore the steward twice with requests for mercy.
When G-d is driving, there is no need to ask for directions.

A Peaceful Retirement

to run away once again. Finally, his wife Rachel died bearing her second
child. At this point, we might understand his interest in relaxing with his
family!
But the Medrash says that G-d looked at Yaakov, and said, “Is it not enough
for the righteous that the World to Come is prepared for them, that they
also desire to dwell in satisfaction [in this world]?”
The Chassam Sofer, Rabbi Moshe Sofer, asks a variant of the classic
question, “Why do bad things happen to good people?” If G-d is good
and beneficent, he asks, then why should it bother Him that a Tzaddik, a
righteous person, should have peace?
In order to explain this, the Chassam Sofer analyzes the verse in Psalm
145, “You open up Your hand, and satisfy every living thing with ‘Ratzon‘
[desire].” We usually understand this to mean that G-d gives every living
thing according to its needs and wants. The Chasam Sofer offers a new
insight.
We know, says the Rabbi, that one who receives everything she wants
without limit [and has nothing left to strive for], eventually is disgusted with
her very life. It is very important for a person to have wants and desires.
In addition, it is obvious that one who feels that he lacks something, and
desires it, is a thousand times happier to finally receive it than is one who
never desired it or felt the lack in the first place. This, then, is the meaning
of satisfying every living thing with “desire” – that with all that G-d gives a
person, He ensures that it is with desire – meaning that the recipient still
desires other things. Further, G-d gives the desire in the first place, in order
that we rejoice when we attain our goals.
So too, says the Chassam Sofer, is it important that the righteous recognize
that there is no peace and satisfaction, no completion and no perfection,
in this world. If they did not feel a lack in this world, then they could not
fully understand or rejoice in the greatness of the World to Come. This is
why G-d said, “It is not enough for the righteous that the World to Come
is prepared for them; rather, they must desire to dwell in satisfaction!”
It was not a rhetorical question, but a statement: because of their very
righteousness, they must desire the rest available in the World to Come,
meaning that they must see the lack of it in this world. Then, concludes
Rabbi Sofer, they will rejoice and celebrate in the great things given to the
House of Israel, all of whom have a share in the World to Come!

Rabbi Yaakov Menken (Torah.org)

“And Yaakov settled in the dwelling-place of his father, in the land of
Kena’an.”[37:1]
The Medrash says that Yaakov wanted to settle down, into a “satisfied
peace.” Anyone who has read through Yaakov’s life could understand why
this might be so. He grew up with a murderer for a brother, from whom
he eventually was forced to flee. He then went to his uncle, Lavan the
idol- worshipper, where he worked seven years to get married, only to be
tricked into marrying the wrong sister and working seven more years for the
younger one. Then he continued to work, until fear for his life caused him
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