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The Example Yisro Gave Us                                      Rabbi J Rubinstein
The Dubno Magid used to tell the tale of the wealthy man who had two 
sons living in a distant land. One was rich like his father but the other 
was poor. He also had a daughter, and when it came to arranging her 
wedding, he sent a message to the wealthy son. He told him to inform his 
brother that they were both invited to the wedding, and he promised to 
pay his son for any expenses he might incur for his family and his brothers̀ 
family, when buying clothes, to honour the family occasion of their sisters̀ 
wedding. The wealthy son took full advantage of his fathers̀ generosity, 
and bought expensive clothes for all of his family.  At the last moment 
he also remembered his poor brother, and picked him up on the way to 
the wedding. But there was no time to buy him special clothes, and so 
he arrived in his usual shabby attire. After the wedding, the son gave his 
father the bill for the clothing saying, this is what I spent in honour of the 
family wedding. The father responded, you did not spend anything in 
honour of the wedding, you only spent it for your own beneɧt, if you had 
really been interested in bringing honour to the family, you would have 
made sure your brother was also well dressed, and not allowed him to 
appear so poorly clothed. I am not paying you at all. This story is meant 
to emphasize the importance of being really interested in, and sincerely 
celebrating, another persons̀ Simcha.
A contrast to the wealthy son in the above story, is provided in this weeks̀ 
Parshah. We are told ויחד יתרו על כל הטובה אשר עשה ה’ לישראל אשר הצילו 
 And Yisro rejoiced over all“-.מיד מצרים ויאמר יתרו ברוך ה’ אשר הציל את˲ם וכו
the good which Hashem did for Israel that He saved them from the hand 
of Egypt. And Yisro said, “Blessed is Hashem who saved you from the 
hand of Egypt and the hand of Pharaoh”. The Brisker Rov comments, the 
blessing of הגומל -thanking Hashem who bestows good things, should be 
recited by a person who has emerged from certain situations of danger. 
The question is, can one person say the blessing because another person 
has been saved? The Shulchan Aruch (Code of Jewish Law) says he 
can, because it is an expression of praise and thanksgiving for the good 
which has happened to his friend, which the person making the blessing 
is happy about. The commentaries there emphasize, if he is not really 
particularly happy in his heart about what happened to his friend, but 
just says so for the sake of peace, he is not allowed to invoke Hashems̀ 
name and make a blessing about it. This explains, says the Brisker Rov, 
what occurred with Yisro. He was genuinely delighted about the salvation 
of the Jewish people therefore he could say ברוך ה’-“Blessed is Hashem 
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Kiddush 
There will be a Kiddush following Davening partly sponsored 
anonymously 
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Mazel Tov to Refoel Dovid and Rachel Chalomish on the birth of 
their son. Mazel Tov also to grandparents Yosef Yitzchok and Nomi 
Chalomish and Nati and Sharon Sebbag. The Sholom Zochor takes 
place at 47 Cavendish Road 
Mazel Tov to Shmuel Blackston and his parents, Raymond and Talia, 
on the occasion of his Bar Mitzva this Shabbos which takes place in 
Holy Law followed by Kiddush after Davening 

Chaim Aruchim
We wish Chaim Aruchim to the following who have Yahrtzeit this 
week:
Mon, 22nd Shevat - Leivy & Dassy Goldman for their daughter
Thurs, 25th Shevat - Charles Bursk for his father
Fri, 26th Shevat - Sidney Shields for his father

News This Week
who saved you”.  
It is a wonderful and beautiful thing when people are so concerned for 
others, that they feel in pain when somebody else is suɤering, and they 
are ɧlled with heartfelt happiness when they hear he has been saved. It is 
equally uplifting when people are sincerely delighted to hear of any good 
news about others. 
Space does not allow mention of the numerous inspiring examples 
of people in Jewish history, who genuinely rejoiced upon hearing of 
blessings bestowed on other people. But that is the model, starting with 
Yisro, which we must try and emulate.

Return to Sender                    Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky (Torah.org)
Yisro is the portion in which the Children of Israel arrive at their spiritual, 
intellectual, and moral destination. It is the portion in which the former 
Hebrew slaves choose to become the Chosen People, choosing the 
responsibilities of 613 mitzvos and all their accountability. This week the 
Jews accept the Torah at Mount Sinai.
It does not come easy. Hashem prefaces the oɤering with an overpowering 
charge. He sends Moshe to speak to both the men and women. “You 
shall be to Me a kingdom of ministers and a holy nation” (Exodus19:6). 
Accepting the Torah included the responsibilities of a holy nation — a new 
moral divining rod for a world fraught with immorality. But they were up to 
the challenge and they responded as such.
They did not murmur their response nor did they mumble their 
acceptance. The Jews aɥrmed their agreement in unison with words that 
resound throughout history as the battle cry of Jewish faith. They shouted 
in unison, “All that Hashem has commanded, we shall do!” (Exodus 19:8). 
The response, declaring total submission to Torah dictates, was proudly 
noted by the Almighty, handing the Jews a most chosen nation status 
through all their ordeals.
But Moshe did not look up to heaven with a content smile, as if he was a 
proud brother sharing nachas with a father who was watching from the 
bleachers. The Torah tells us, “and Moshe related the words of the people 
to Hashem” (Exodus19:9). He returned to the Master of the Universe and 
reported the good news. He repeated the response, verbatim, to Hashem.
The question is obvious. Moshe knew, perhaps better than any mortal 
being, that every action, gesture, and thought of any inhabitant of this 
planet is duly recorded by the Almighty. Why, then, did he report back 
the response? Hashem was well aware of the enthusiasm and willing 
acceptance of the people. Furthermore, by telling us that Moshe went 
back to Hashem, isn’t the Torah opening a Pandora’s box? Could one 
possibly infer that Hashem, needed Moshe to ɧnd out the response? 
Obviously there is a deeper lesson to be learned!
In New York State when a baby is born, tests are administered to 
determine if the baby has any genetic diseases. Among them are tests 
for histidinemia. This condition causes excessive levels of the protein 
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histadine to build up in the blood, which can damage the nervous system 
and cause retardation. The disease must be attended to immediately. A 
histadine level of 1 or 2 points is considered normal.
Ten days after a baby was born to a young couple, the hospital frantically 
tracked down the parents to tell them that their child had a histadine level 
— of 12! The hospital told the young couple to rush back with the baby. 
The father instantaneously called his Rebbe, Reb Yaakov Kamenetzky 
who was the sandek at the baby’s bris just a few days ago.
Reb Yaakov said he would pray for the child who appeared ɧne at the bris. 
Then he told them to insist that the histadine test be repeated before 
any treatment is administered. The parents rushed back to Bellevue 
Hospital where they were greeted by an assortment of doctors, nurses, 
nutritionists, and therapists. The staɤ wanted to admit the newborn into 
the hospital immediately. They warned that if the baby was not admitted, 
permanent brain damage could result. The parents insisted that the test 
be re-administered to which the doctors grudgingly replied, “we will 
re-do the test, but understand,” they grumbled, “that these tests are 
extremely accurate. We never get a false reading.”
They re-administered the procedure and came out with a totally diɤerent 
ɧgure than the ɧrst time. The histadine level was a bit over one! After 
further review, they realized that the ɧrst test was not oɤ — the technician 
was! He put the decimal in the wrong place. The original reading should 
not have been 12, but rather 1.2!
The couple, quite upset about the unnecessary scare and trauma, drove 
with the baby straight to the home of Rabbi Kamenetzky to inform him 
that the whole ordeal was a mistake. Reb Yaakov, who was elated at the 
news, held the young father and kissed him. “Thank you for coming and 
telling me the news,” said the Torah sage. “So many people just tell me 
their tzorus (problems), they ask me for advice, even prayers, but when 
things get better, I never ɧnd out. I am left bearing the burden of their 
worries.”
Moshe knew that Hashem heard the answer of the Jewish nation as loud, 
if not louder, than he did. But he was sent on a mission and he had 
a responsibility to convey the good news. But he wanted to send the 
Jewish people a message as well. He taught his people that before one 
can receive the Torah he must be a good messenger. Everything that we 
study – everything we do on this earth is but a message that must be 
accounted to for Hashem. Even if Hashem knows what we are doing, we 
must return with a report of accomplishment. And Moshe taught us that 
Derech Eretz must not only precede the learning of the Torah, it must 
precede the giving of it as well.

Bacon and Egɛs             Rabbi Yisroel Ciner (Torah.org)
This weeks parsha, Yisro, begins with Yisro hearing all that Elokim 
had done for Moshe and Bnei Yisroel. Rashi (18:1) quotes the Gemara 
Zevachim that asks, what did Yisro hear that prompted him to come? 
He answers that Yisro heard about the splitting of the sea and the war 
against Amalek.
Rav Eliyohu Lopian, in Lev Eliyohu, explains the point that was troubling 
Rashi in this possuk. In order for a person to pick up and leave his home 
and family, we can assume that he must have heard something that 
others weren’t privy to. Only this would explain why he, but no one else, 
came. What did Yisro hear?! Chaza”l explain that, in fact, Yisro heard 
exactly what everyone else had also heard! The splitting of the sea and 
the war against Amalek. They heard but didn’t move. Yisro heard, was 
willing to turn his whole life upside down, and came to join Klal Yisroel!
What was unique about Yisro? He was a person who was relentless in 
his quest for truth. He had tried serving every single avodah zarah in 
the world and had found only emptiness. He was never satisɧed with 
anything less than absolute truth. Most people settle with something, 
even though it’s less than perfect. It ɧts into the lifestyle, it’s what was 
expected from you, it’s what you had always planned for your self, it’s 
convenient, it’s inexpensive. The common denominator usually is that it’s 
the easy path to take.
By the splitting of the sea it says, (15:14) “Nations heard and trembled 
with fear”. The next morning they were back to bacon and egɛs. None 
were willing to make any meaningful changes in their life. After a few days 
it was all but forgotten. Yisro heard and came. He would never be the 
same person again. He made changes in his life which swept through 
millennium. He came.
How do we deal with things that we hear? “Very inspiring, Rabbi, really, 
really beautiful!” Do we apply it to ourselves? Do we become diɤerent 
people with changed outlooks because of it? Do we change? Do we 
come?
This episode of Yisro sets the stage for Kabalos HaTorah, also found in 

this weeks parsha. In order to receive the Torah, we must, collectively as 
a nation, and as individuals, be willing to uncompromisingly search for 
and pursue truth. We must also be willing to make the necessary changes 
when confronted with that truth.
The Ohr HaChaim points out that the p’sukim leading up to Har Sinai 
present some diɥculties. The possuk (19:1) ɧrst states that we came to 
Midbar Sinai. The next possuk says that we left Reɧdim, came to Midbar 
Sinai and camped across from the mountain. Why was it necessary to 
tell that we came from Reɧdim? We know that Reɧdim was the place of 
our last encampment! Also, why repeat that we came to the Midbar, the 
desert wilderness?
The Ohr HaChaim explains that, in this possuk, we are being taught three 
prerequisites for receiving the Torah. Reɧdim is a name that connotes 
weakness. It was this weakness that enabled Amalek to attack us there. 
Our ɧrst prerequisite was the need to ‘travel from Reɧdim’, to leave that 
state of weakness! Only then would we be in a state of readiness to 
accept the Torah.
A tremendous degree of strength is necessary to control oneself. As it says 
in Avos, the true gibor (strong one) is the one who conquers his desire. 
A Mike Tyson who can pummel anyone into a state of unconsciousness 
(all right, except for Holyɧeld), but can’t restrain his own urges, is the 
epitome of a weakling. When a Jew discusses power, it means strength 
of conviction and character. The Torah demands of us, and at the same 
time gives to us, the fortitude to choose pleasure over fun. To do what 
we know is right, as opposed to what we ‘feel like’ doing. Indeed, it was 
absolutely essential that we travel from Reɧdim.
Our second prerequisite was that we needed to come to the midbar, the 
desert wilderness. It was essential for us to be in a state of a desert. Vast 
emptiness. Humility. It follows that Moshe Rabbenu, the most humble of 
all men, was the only one able to actually bring the Torah down to this 
world. It was imperative for us to be in a state of humility in order to 
receive it.
The question can be raised, how was it possible for Moshe to be humble? 
He clearly knew that he had been the one person selected to lead the 
chosen nation. He brought the plagues, he brought us out of Mitzraim, he 
split the sea, he brought down the manna and, most of all, only he had 
the ability to bring the spiritual Torah into this earthly world. How was he 
humble?!
Perhaps, the answer is contained in these questions. Moshe, alone, was 
able to do all of these things because of the incredibly high level that he 
had reached. There will never be another prophet like Moshe. He had the 
clearest perception of Hashem that any human being could have in this 
world. The clearer view we have of Hashem, the more accurate view we 
have of ourselves. If one clearly sees himself before Hashem, there is no 
possibility of feeling pride or haughtiness. Of course, Moshe who was the 
greatest of all men, had to be the most humble of all men. Humility. Not a 
low self esteem, but rather, a clear perception of ourselves vis-a-vis our 
Creator. We needed to come to the Midbar.
The third prerequisite is taught by the last part of the possuk. “Vayichan 
sham Yisroel neged hahar.” Yisroel encamped there across from the 
mountain. Why does it say ‘vayichan’ and we encamped, in the singular 
as opposed to the proper plural of ‘vayichanu’? Rashi explains that it is to 
teach us the state of Klal Yisroel at that time. “K’ish achod belev achod.” 
Like one man with one heart. Absolute unity.
We needed this absolute unity in order to receive the Torah. How do 
600,000 individuals become a single unit? The Gemara Sanhedrin tells 
that during the generation of Rav Yehuda bar Rabbe Iluy the poverty was 
so great that six students needed to cover themselves with one blanket. 
Rav Chaim Shmuelovitz explains that this could only be accomplished if 
each of these six individuals was totally preoccupied with making sure 
that the other ɧve were covered!
Showing concern for others, and translating that concern into action, 
is the third necessary component to receive the Torah. Sometimes, no 
more than a kind word or a warm smile are needed. The opportunities 
to help others are innumerable, we just need to open our eyes and seize 
those chances.
The same way that these were necessary for us as a nation to receive 
the Torah, they are also essential in order for us, as individuals, to absorb 
the Torah.
May we merit to ‘hear’ meaningful things and act on them. May our 
strength, our humility and our concern for others bring about the 
fulɧllment of what we say in our Musaf Kedusha, “Vhoo yasmiaynu 
shaynis”, that Hashem will reveal Himself to us a second time, through 
Dovid, Moshiach Tzidkaynu, speedily, in our days, amen.


